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I will destrov the wisdom of the 


brine to nothing tie understand got 
prudent” 1 Cor.1. 1. 
ry 
e ’ oF 
W/ NDERSTANDING being tue pro- 
. . ’ = . ‘ V. oo, 
minent feature which aistiiaguienes 


Mpon,. Li IS 


value it 


. Yy onde. 2% eee 
nic Oi Cre 


' 
y t bs . 
Laat Ic Sy 


man trom the 


hot surprising houid 


. ' i af } . 
ler . we + a> 6 ie 
highly 3; or, even wittiau: tie satn 
9g eG P . 
tion of Sevipture, tina ne sacunt 
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deem himseit ob wi MROt to hide 
prect 10 ‘Sa t2aicht 1pb.a 


lirat 


ae, lisat ¢¢ 
hapRid, Dit tO 


bestow on ot re 


ii my be improved. Neither can 
we wonder, that in a revealed cod 
of whines LAWS, vouchsefed for the 
rCe thation cf Huainan con duct, a Pl rhe 


epneeicediek ot the spinon dint 
reason should be reco 
“Apply thine beart unto instius ois 
and ae 2urs to 
fede s buy) the truth 
wisdom, and instrn 
Wisdom 


“>? 
be as an 


the words ot knowe 
not: 


and 


and sedi it 
ae CLION, 
understandiis.’?— is the 
principal thing; she shall 
ornament of grace about thy neck, 
and acrown of glory on thy head.” 

Yn the other hand, under the 
clearer dispensation of the Gospel, 
we find human wisdom inert 
depreciated, and, in its discoveries 
and instructions relative to spiritual 
knowledge, represented as a weak 
and incompetent enide. ‘* Where 
is the wise; 
this world’ Ilath not God made 
— the wisdom of this world 

The world by oe knew not 
Christ. Obsery 147. 


vhere is the disputer of 


TETAS ATEN 
RL syicCus - EONS 5. 


God: who chose the fooiish things 
of the world 

Since the luformation of the New 
Testament was eiven, not to conira. 
dict, but che statements 
oi the inter rpr 


to conlound the wise.’’ 


’ a we 
tO elucid ic€ eC. 


qar}_} . “ ™ 
Wii, the Frire Ptalion 


of .uese passages must ends be 
that woich preserves their bhurmonie 
onus correspondence, ancl reconcies 
thei’ seeming contrariety. Weare 


believe. that before Iife 
lity were fully brought 


theretore to 


and tmnmort 


a ticht by the Gospel, the re- 

f reason weieé OF ho in- 
considerabie use In afteining the 
knowledge, and directing the orec- 
tice, of duty; and that, even if 


- ‘4 g o} oo : gts ‘ 7 a 

Staite Of Cicurer Ihicrimation, tucy 

are capable of conferring substantial 
; 

eood. Let, ui they are isolated and 


senarated irom Divine © 
DOW, aS Uley 
Coiristlan cra, feeble and even err- 
lng direct in spiritual concerns. 

Allow me to submit vo the consi- 
deration of your readers a few re- 
marks, ilinstrative of these t\-> po- 
sitions. Let livst, Llow far 
is the cultivation of the Inte!leciual 
powers conducive to the improve- 
ment of the part of our na- 
ture? and, secondly, What are the 
moral eviis ta be app ‘ehended, from 
the improvement and exerlion of the 
intellect, when unacccmpanied by 
faith In revelation? 

I. They who have improvcc 
understandings are capable, it will 
not be dented, of making cor. 
ble advances in the study of + tn- 
ral religion. From the order weich 
their habits of attention and inye 
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gation have instructed them to ob- 
serve in the visible creation, in the 
mazy circus of the planetary orbs, 


he tarht "4 yy a nei nic} 
Be falihial returas of dav and oivht, 


{ 


the albernscton of seasons. the syim- 
meiry and corrcspondence of parts in 
In ‘vidual animals and plants, and 
the general resemblance among the 
tribes and families of each ; they may 
| world does not exist 
fortortously.but isthe work of a great 
inteligent Being. This rrst cause 
is Grod; and from an observation of 
the eeneral and simple laws and re. 
semoblances, which pervade aifferent 
paris of the creation, they are fur- 
ther fed toa belief in the unrry of 
the creating power; while his bene- 
ficence 13 not less clearly pointed 
out by the adaptation of surroundiog 
ojecis to convenience and pleasure. 

Men of improved understandings 
are, likewise, capable of reasoning 
on the immortality of the human 
soul. From a perception of its in- 
stinctive hope of futurity, and of 
the nuiural apprehension of punish- 
ment excited by remorse; trem the 
iiimiteh in inteilectual 
and morai improvement. which man 
seems capable of making, beyond 
the narrow circie of his present 
beine; from the imperfect adjust- 
ment of recompense to virtue and 
vice on earth; ard, finally, from 
the universal concurrence of tnan- 
kind in the belief of immortal Iife : 
from this body of evidence they 
mightinier,with tolerable assurance, 
the probability of a future siate. 

These two articies of natural be- 
tef mich! constitute, in their minds, 
some sebsiance of religious princi- 
pie, suficrent to plant at least a 
slender @uard on their conduct. 

It weve idle here to object, that 
wherever these refined opinions ex. 
iste) ia the ancient word. they were 
nei. in fact, the ceductions of reason, 
but vesives of the original faith im- 
printed on the minds of our first pro- 
genitors, aid afterwards particlly ob- 
senred, or absorbed, in the corrup. 
tions of idolatrous worship. We are 
at present making concessions ; and 


nga 
infer that the 
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in that view may grant. that there is 


nothing in these doctrines, as there 
is in the mysteries of Christianity, 
which unassisted SEEMS Dot 
ai jeast capable of acquiring. 

From an improved understanding, 
principles of 
duty might,iniike manner, be deriy- 
ed, without the ald of revelation. A 
sense of honour, a regard to utility, 
apercep'ion of the beauty of virtue, 
are, in their most improved state, 
found only in cultivated minds Ha- 
bits, as well as principles, favoura- 
ble to morality, may be expected 
tou accrue from mental culiu:e. The 
solidity which it establishes 1s un. 
favourab!e to volatility and inconsi. 
deration. It enthrones reason amidst 
the passions ; and it at once elevates 
and purifies the character, by in- 
sulling a preference of the refined 
tastes to the sordid appetites. They, 
too, who habituate themselves not 
to act, without foreweighing conse- 
quences, will be less apt rashbly to 
SIN, without foreweighing conse. 
quences. 

Now, if these beneficial tenden- 
cies of an improved understanding 
were, like a tremulous lamp shining 
in a dark piace, though doubtless a 
feeble, yet a partial, substitute, for 
the Gospel, in times preceding its 
appearance; especially among the 
Jews, who could combine them with 
the knowledge conveyed by the 
Mosaic dispeusation; they are sul 
not wholly unworthy of notice, as 
adding their humble aid t: the pow- 
erful influence of Chitsuanity, in 
cherishing the growth of morals, It 
is satisfactory to find, that In some 
broad lines, natural and revealed re- 
livion proclaim the same truths; 
that reason and the Gospe] unite In 
inculcating the same general princt- 
ples. And while we build our be- 
lief on a stronger foundation of evi- 
dence, and practise morality from 
more cogent motives than the un- 
aided understanding could furnish, 
it is expedient for beings naturally 
frail end encompassed with dangers, 
to arm themselves with the lighter 


reasoi 
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defences, as well as to buckle on the 
larger shield, for keeping their hearts 
in Salety. 

li. But, secondly, if mental cul- 
ture be not thus united to faith in 
the grand doctrines of Revelation ; 
or if we rely on it as the exciusive 
teacher of religious truth, and as the 
solu pledge for the integrity of moral 
conduct, we shail find 1 to be attend- 
ed with various, and these formidubie, 
evils, 

We may recollect, that in stating 
its advantages, they have been enu- 
merated as firobable, Not as NeCces- 
saty, Of, In any case, aciual results. 
We Have considered iin its happlest 
possibility, not its miost frequent 
consequences. We well know that 
wisdoin, far trom leading, In genera), 
its discipies of the ancient world, yo 
such conciusions as we have stated, 
conducted tne farger Quaiver of them 
(0 sCepUcism in principle, and to a 
very imperiect and perverted prac- 
tice: so that most Jjustiy Was it 
observed, “the world by Wisdom 
knew not God,’?? and “the Wisdom 
ofthe world is toolisuness with God.” 

Nor is this impertecuon ol unas- 
sisted reason, as manifested in wild 
theories and vicious practice, less 
ybservable among maby of the un- 
curistlan Wise men whom modern 
imes have produced. While, under 
‘he beaizn influence of Christianity, 


we trequeutly meet with instances of 


aMiable rusticity and of viriwous 
uurancey it is no prodigy to behold, 
in Characters who proudiy shut their 
eyes against the light, an vuprincipled 
intelligence, a combination of science 
wad profliyacy. Ht, in times of old, 
the school of Epicurus disgraced the 
name of phiiosopry, later Gays have 
not been without their learned tea- 
chers of irreligion, and subdle apolo- 
mists of licentlousness ; equally cal- 
culated to exhibit to the theatre of 
tie world, the weakness and fallibi- 
lity of human wisdom. 

Aud indeed, if we reflect on the 
natural force of evil inclination, and 


sn the muitiplicity, as well as insi- 
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nuaing power, of external allure- 
ments, we shall not tect dispusea to 
wonder, that they, wuuse oniy guide 
tu moral conduct 1. the light of un- 
uss:stced understanding, should cnist 
thei director in the service of pas- 
sion, and gather strength in miqu.ty 
froin his sophisticated argumecuts, 
Hence, on rejecting Christianity, 
there 1S a propressive descent Mm 
error; Deisis degenerate ino Scep- 
titty aid Sceptics wander ouward 
to the gioomy coufines of Atbeisin: 
abpuing themselves more ana wore 
Out of their natural theology, or 
Javouring to darken their doubts into 
positive unbelief, since even these 
disturbtoem in uniimiied induigeuce. 
They rush into adeeper and a deuser 
shade, hoping stil more effectually 
to cover deeds that are evil 

Iicnce have so many pens, so 
Many voices, been empioyed (wouid 
that we had not to say, aé/y cm- 
pioyed!) in defending error with 
luvenious false reasonings, and in 
diffusing the lustre of piausible exe 
cuses, or of cCaptivaung lunguage, 
over the native tvightluluess of vice. 
Hence have so many minds, endowed 
with yenius, and enriched with sci- 
€iice, misapplied these good gilts to 
the mischievous purpouses of giving 
vent to their spicen, dignity to their 
ambition, or eloquence to their re- 
scutunent: of adding classical retine- 
ment to bucchanalian reveiry; or of 
scattering deceitiul flowers along the 
path which decoys the innocent trom 
tne home of picasantness and peace. 
The same strong passions which im- 
peiled them to the stceps of inteilec- 
Lual renown liave, under different cir- 
cumstances, urged them lorush head- 
lung upon temptation ; and the same 
wisdom which, if held in a simpie 
and pure heart, weuld have been 
powertuily persuasive in recommend- 
lng a course of recutude, becomes, 
in a depraved bosoa, ihe apologist 
of adepariure from it.* 

* Madame de Stael and her Edinburgh 
Reviewer have explained this unnatural and 
portentous union of talents and yiccs, by 
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Ail the horrors of the French 
Revuluuon, cud conscquentiy tbe 
ultimate slavery in watch it bas 
resuiied, vitgi ally sprang trom ine 
mischic! of Misappiicd taicnis. The 
goddess of Keason was worsnipped 
with darker PLLeSs than ever were 
presented in the temple of Aic.och, 
{jut to mulliply CXampics were an 
encdicss task. Usurpers and tyrants 


have never wanied, In their train of 


sycoplaits, meo of genius and abiil- 
ty, 90 have prostituted their ong ues, 
lueir pens, and toner lyres, lo we 
baseness of poiding up to admiiauon 
characters waich t pie wrupted truth 
would Conte uipiate es With torreor. 
enpesce ahd Oppression Mave Leen 

i 


xiuobled My Ata th 6 narratlve oO; tae hilsive 
rian, the eloquence ol tie coratoi, 
eyyveh e }, > wats . ¢ tbe gr b> ° ray Peaee 2) 
WAG thie has dis Or cet pee. PRY Cpe} i 


wretch 
Iinio a hero; they have diffused a 


have combineu to elevaie the 
@leam Oi isise vilory over the carnage 
through whica tic hes waded to ine 
plenitude of his power: they have 
drowned the cries of widows and ui 
orphans, of manacled captives, ard 
of injured men, who w iin have 
protesiec against their culogies, and 
heaped maiedictions upon thei dol. 
sé Quel fleau pour ic genre buriain.’ 
they wouid have 
peuple sur ia terre capable ce tut 


said, * cis ili ya ui 


allirming, that the guilt imputed to talents 
usually aiscs from Hot hiavingy talents 
enouein; acd have poimted oulthe remedy, 
as consisting solely tn makine the bighes 
degrees Of ta) lent More vencrally at 

But the reviewcr wants, th: it mrediceri : 
must necessarily be the jot oF the main 
body ; and, theretore, this hypothesis would 
lead rather io the © Drinn deep or taste 
noi,” to keeping the Mass of every comniu- 
nity m prof yund lnorance. A narrow and 
aw ithy poucy! Lhe wue remedy is a 
simple ones Pamely, that of mingling te. 
jigious principle with eaducauon, 

Here, as well as in discuss.ng the theory 
oF | oy fectibslity, which is neut broug rhe tope 
ward, ML adame de St: ae! 
critte Wastes much time, frou bot takios 


biasles, nd the 

jito the accoun! the doctrine of inan’s salic- 
’ P . o : — o ' Bee 

nt depravity; which they jarghtrict Lave 

disdained, since Seripture, in de mere bi 

is ec ‘hoed by univer rsal e ae CMCHLe, Doki 


! t. ar 
i} idee | ofess 2 Ps coat WA EH it Coe Cur istiaus. 


donner des eloges, i ny a qu’ a lui 
SOUbMieY Ui LE’ taille.” 

Pinus, iv many « Cerevrated sinner, 
has tue pride Gt iis lai proved the 
ruin of his reat piory; tne heigbt to 
When be hes dllaned, a eiudvel, WHICH 
hoids tii Ud, ake atouwer Fieman, 
to disyrace. A geits al once so 
spicnaid aiid so bese, eavile power. 
ful (aients and ierres vial atins, bas 
been wepptly described as the frag. 
Mmrent Of ab lamortal suul, Cast Gown 
from its spucie, nrinet?ed with rub- 
init, and @einiermg ta tue Gusi. its 
Ropearabnce is tual Of a OPilllant but 
Maibehant Stal, scarterlay distin 
jrota its beams, and aunucunciie 
Calsimllles tu ae fatiuns. 
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AP vai ting word, are shin. onotrumentg 
Jitaise ambati o's hands ‘of oso faults 


fiitusuriuus, and give mfimy rerown, 


On t the whole, no doctrine can be 
CONCEIVED Were Cungere us, than that 

uch ideation hunsea wisdom and 
huiman virtue : no axiom more false, 
than that the understanding is, of 
itself, a certain and infallible guide 
to moral excelicnce. 

But even wiere a cultivated un- 
derstanding is discovered to produce 
= ihe happicr eifects which we 

olnmenced with describiny 3 where 
li settles the mind in the principles 
Gf natural reiteion, in active occu. 
Patiors, in habits of reflection, and 
Wh intellectual relishes; the mora- 
scherated from such = circum- 
stunces will, after all, in highest 
state, fall infinitely short of that 
Ww tek Christianity is calculated to 
fur. = Palents, not) disciplined in 
tic school of Chiist, render their 
possessor vain, PresuMpluoUs, OVET 
bearing. DPineclience is, in his estl- 
Matic, a miatter solely of the intel. 
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lect, haviig no respect io moral 
supcrionty or decracation; and he 
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Casis a look cf disdain on simple 
Snieerity, when unaccompanied by 
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is for the most part Indifferent to 


lic exercises of picty 3 little af at 
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ull Given tO prayer > micre versed in 


secuiav knowledye. 








ymust they be to tae pre 
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scientific researches and metaphysi- 
cal distinctions, than in devout medi- 
;auons and charitable oflices. And 
how imperfect and scanty must be 
the Morality of those, whose bope of 
future retribution amounts not to 
(Christian assurance! whose con- 
sclousness Of imperfection Is not en- 
couraged to perseverance, by the 
belief in a Supporting Saviour and 
a succourine Spirit! 

minded, naw sensual, 


liow woridiy- 
how wedded 
neers the 
present ‘ with them the on: y secure 
Ve henabev ie ohly on 


mement! > 


their OWD exertions for the working 


: . «tl, 5 ‘ ee a hime rt. 42 
out Oi Lis af acltuyre AC gat ie Y how pie 
* 
¢ H ? . . as : 
Zhi Wy") i) Hrs ve: Lire COasTIicic hails 
{ 
+ . : " 
\ ‘ c ti 2 iN } f *a) . 
, 
* , - ° ‘ . 
A tie DUIS bmsW C3115 t*\ aaiseh 


livid scope OY aMGuiclow Mr 2 


rere variety of Interesting reilec- 
- | ; + hwenwate 2 ch » . 
io: vut, tor brevity s sake, bel US 


sost Str! tk! Mae 


COUINe CurseiVeEes lOlLbEen 
duc bMpo rank 
' AY ’ 
I 


Atl who devote 


4 


themselves to 


thie hnaprove ment of theirunderstand- 


Mss Cure vigan tly fo beware of 

fectual VOW cr. 
fear of the Lord be the 
csinuing of wisdom.’ The 
vrand e} Christlan know- 
Christian 


tatory ne- 


the perversion of inte! 
Let * the 
thei 
ements of 
Plus ol 
Nope,—falth iu the prop 
Mii of Jesus Christ, anc reliance on 


tO hue 


(ue supernal aids vouchsafed 
them 
ic eye 3 vot pulled up by 
acti y wisdom, not ce- 


t 

S 

WD CISpt itatlons and by 
Sas oe a 

fulse p: iOS O hy m 

i 


wan drailty,——Jet keep as the 


uD ole ot t! 
he pride of « 

xiucned by vz 
phi Fas from them 
be the notion that the valuable reli- 
rinciptes, insulled by parenial 
rad vhbich must be 
Can assert the 


i 
-9 ATES pre 


Gisnatssed beiore they 


rUGICEe S 


character of educated and hberal 
Bhi ids F } them remem by eT thrut 
these principles have been formerly 
held iy men of the most glrantic 


and the most 
seurch; that Bacon and Newton, that 
“Hilton and Locke, that Pascal 
Bentley, that Grotius and Bossuct, 


tuicnis, profound ree 
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them demonstrated, as well by their 
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as by their lives, that there 
is hothing Incompatible betwixt sound 
phtiosopby, strict Christianity. 
Su true does li seem that tiat sccular 
wisdom of the mind, wiich ls mated 
to the folly of ihe as- 
cends higher thanan tu 

ocrity: wolle the Hobiei know cd. e,y 
linked to the of God, Is for 
the most part the same which, ip scl 
ence, takes the widest range over his 
Works, up- 
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hes to bis wisdom. 
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neart, never 
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Co ron'’s ardent, labouring thought in- 
tense, 

Cresuve tancy’s wild magnificence ; 

At ail the ane ad ublianities at sone, 

‘hese Virtue, these to thee alone bi lone ; 

‘It ‘he ‘se are ceiestiar all, nur kradred fit Ici, 
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mentary among the superstitions of 
the Bramias. All the most eminent 
sreoloyists ciso of the present times, 
De Luc, Kirwan, Saussare, Cuvier, 
‘Vowusend, and Davy, reconcile their 
systems to the sacred records. While 
these facis incline us to study the 
evidences of Christianity, let them 
contra the conviction which that 
study willimpert. ‘Thus built up in 
eur most holy faith, let us jealously 
watch, and reject as necessarily fulse, 
every the siihtest imsinuation pre- 
sented in works of science, which 
levels an indirect blow at the religion 
of Jesus. And much cccasion have 
ruiey, Whom rank, or leisure, or taste 
directs to the pursuit of wisdom, for 
exercising this vigilant circumspec- 
tion. For, in truth, it is notonty by 
‘he avowed assaults of infidelity, that 
che stability of their faith is endan. 
vered, In almost every science to 
which the mind applies itself, the 


ssubti¢ poison bas been cunningly in- 


fused. Is attenuon directed to the 
materials which compose our earth ? 
Vhe mineralogist will shew it to be 
“many centuries older than is repre- 
sented in the records of the Penta- 
such. Or is civil history chosen as 
che favourite pursuit! Bebold a Hume 
sad a Gibbon prepared with their 
satal touch, to Conduct you to the re- 
ions of doubt and obscurity. A lover 
ef metaphy sical rescarcl,, Go you scek 

ter guides, who shali unfold to you 
the nice and curious structure of 
yourown mind: You learn that the 

faculty of reason proceeds trom the 
OVP. amization of the body 5 ; ulid that the 
soul has no positive separate exist- 
ence, although the Scriptures have 
cold you, that immediately after disso- 
ulton, It is “ dust?? ONLY Which re- 
turns to 1s native dust; while the 
spihrrarises unto the Ged who gave 
3. Prepare to hear, and resolve to 
c sbelicve, Statements which deprive 
vne Delty of his personality ; and 
pepresent him as the universally- 
ciifused principle of life, the soul 

" nature, the wide-spread cause 


Warms in the sun, refresies in the breeze, 
Glows in thestars,and blossoms in ihe trees. 


Remember, thatif this specious prin. 
cipie be once admitted, the mop. 
strous Conclusion must inevitabiy and 
lmmediaicly ensuc, that every Human 
soul, even the souls of wicked men, 
(impious and self-exposing paradox) 

are a part of Deity. When the tiun. 
der of Heaven, which the uniostruct. 


ed have considered, as it miutiered | 
or pealed on high, to be the voice of 


of the Aimighty Sovercign, is dis. 
covered to proceed from a law of 
nature, let it not be presumed that 
in this discovery, you have arrived 
at the First Cuuse, at the Eternal 


Throne. ‘Vhink that you have only | 


ascended one link nearer to it: for 
Nature, in ail ber works, is sti]! 
and tor ever no more than another 
name for “an effect, of which the 
cause is God.” “O! beware, lest 


any man spoil you, by oppositions of 


scleuce falsely so called, and draw 
you away from the simplicity that is 
in Christ.” 

2. How highly becoming is it that 
they who have been happy in the 
non of a sound and culuvated 
understanding, should uncea singly 
apply its power to the promotion of 

the Divine glory. To God a faithful 
account of the talent must be ren- 
Jered. Heisthe Giver, and entitled 
to the first fruits of its benefits. Re 
instructing ignorance and vindicating 
truth ; by preceptive recommenda: 
tions of pieiy ; by adding that charm 
of aliurement, and that dignity of 
command, to moral worth which i: 
borrowed trom is combination with 
lnicliectual ability; Jet mental cul- 
ture prove itself, withia the sphere 
of every man, the reflection of au 
emanation from Ifeaven. 

The pure and orthodox faith, too, 
deserves well to be defended, with 
all the resources of an improved 
understanding, aguinst the doubts 
of scepticism, and the cavils of un- 
belief. We ought to be ready to 
give a reason for the bope tha: isin 
us; and to the artificesof sophistrs 
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. apply the detecting talismans of 
guint logic, historical Investigation, 
ga octentuhic analogy. ‘This has 
yeen Cecmed a heterodox netion by 
-oyivin fanatics, who have decried 
yuma learning, by observini, that 
‘the Datural man perceiveth not the 
‘ings of the spirit, which are spi- 
juaily discerned ;” that St. Paul 
sires men LO bew: are of philosopay, 
‘the knowledyve attalaable by tuman 


¥e.son; that profound secular learn- 
we fias in fact usually occasioned, 


yt obedience, but repugnance to the 
muth3 and that God’s sentences are 
ayy against the wisdom of the wise. 
fucy have observed that the word of 
God is a two-edyed sword, and rea- 
ol, ike the armour of Saul, cumber- 
ay! about the soldier of Christ: 
- Paul’s preaching was not in 
the one » OL man, but in the € power 
God; that where the Gospel 1s 
cieved, there needs no reason ; and 
yiere it is discredited, it must be 
ue Spirit of God, not the reason of 
mao, Which shall convert the heart. 
‘By such and similar arguments,” 
ays Looker, * an opinion has spread 
wscif very widely in the world, that 
he way to be ripe in faith, is to be 
mw in wit and judgment; as if rea- 
won were an enensy to religion ; child- 
sh simplicity the mother of ehostly 
ind divine wisdom.’”? After stating 
that such declamations ave founded 
n the two delusions, of imagining 
man wisdom to be absolutely con- 
embed, when itis only depreciated 
i the comparison with something 
seyond its compass 3 and of conceiv- 
og the reproof of false wisdom to be 
the reproof of the true; that great 
nan proceeds to reply, that the Apos- 
ve testifies concerning mere natural 
men, that they know both God, and 
Ne law of God, and that therefore, 
‘ourvh nature has need of grace, 
brace may build on patural know. 
cde ; that the true way to beware 
false philosophy is to he possessed 
‘the antidote of sound reasoning ; 
‘id that many, sound in belief, have 


en great philosophers. 
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ed men,” he adds, “have been be. 
trayed into beresies, by their inability 
to distinguish betwixt sound and false 
argumentation. Moses, Daniel, So- 
lomon, and St. Paul, were al! instruct- 
ed in the depths of human learning. 
Reason is not added as a supplement 
to Scripture, as though that were 
defective, but as an instrument for 
reaplag the benefit which Scripture 
vields. St. Paui denies not that his 
speech had been persuasive, but 
merely affirms that he was not behind 
the other apostles in supernatural 
gilts. It seems strange, if reason be 
not necessary, that men only are ca- 
pable of rightly knowing God, and 
this only when they attain to ripe 
ability ofunderstanding. ‘Phe Apos- 
tle calls on man to judee of what he 
speaks. 1 Cor. x Though Scrip- 
ture teaches In things above reason, 
yetit is reason which convinces us 
that Scripture is the word of God, 
We dispute with infidels aud proiane 
persons, for their persuasion or con- 
version: and however needful may 
be the testimony of the Spirit, to seal 
the convictions of reason, it were 
uscless io allege that testimony to 
such opponents. It is only by reason 
we ourselves discern, whether we 
are tanght by the Spirit of God, or the 
spiritot crror. Reason discovers the 
senée and meaning of Scripture.— 
Our Lord himself entered into cis- 

putations ; an example followed by 
Paul and Barnabas, both in address- 
ine the Greeks and the Jews. Matt. 
xxi. 48. Acts xiv. 15. and Acts 
xv.'——Leclesiastical Polity. 

3. It must, nevertheless, afford 
matter of much consolation to the 
poor, Who possess not opportunities 
of beni sg high advances in human 
icarni NB» io reflect that salvation is 
attainable without it, 

Had we been told, that unadornec 
with intellectual refinement, none 
should enter into the kingdom ol 
Heaven, it might have been justly 
objected to C ridhepeggeapi2 that it Was 
a partial das gd a religion ma 

xclusively for the learned and poe 
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and not for the poor and simple, lor 
it Is not viven to every man to be 
informed or inteiligeut. Many are 
deficient in natural capacity, and 
many want leisure and opportunity 
for appticatton. To be tearned and 
intelligent, therefore, though 
able as an Inpocent pleasure ; thougn 
— ible as wl og these qua lities are 

efni, and as far as they hift their 
on seSsor vale the baseness of ani. 
Mel enjoyment; though strictly ne- 
cessury for those who are to icad 


thelr brethren in the wuov of life; 


allow- 


? 
could not huve been tncuiceted as an 
univers.) aoc tocispensible obliga. 
ton, hh Cruse: preached to the 
poor, or hy a trod wuaose ways are 
tio Pequity end mercy. It would 
h > > A ri + ! ’ ~ } » ’ 

‘ VC ‘) la Widtit LO ' ave mdcae Ls e 
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or profowid wisdora a relezious diuiv, 
as it was in the heathen world, to 
attach superiative merit to the Cosdy 
i ion of a hecatomo. Among 
the demands mide by Caorisuanity 

te servant of Ged, notone exe 
acts didines which bis fortune could 
not om ure, or acquirem< ‘nts whic! 
his understanding is inc mone tent to 
ty he ‘e stands no priest 
in ihe porch of the temple of Christ, 
to drive away the vulgar, and to 
pronounce them profane. “ Aly yoke 
is easy,” is the Inscription over the 
mate: and in a system designed for 
all, that only is insisted on to which 
all can have Spe access. Now the 
wide field of pie ty and virtue Is frec- 
ly open; and mito this all are per mit- 
ted, ure encouraged, are enjoined to 
enter. Here the high and the low, 
the learned and the ignerant, may 
expailute, with equal case, and to 
oye acy. antarc. 

Aud, indeed, it may be observ- 
ed, in corroveraiion of this remark, 
that it is to piety and virtue, and 
not to talents, t! ut the econon w of 
been accommodated 
Ir would be higily edinebiaieits LO 
nen endowed with science, io sume 
ber their future dovs, to be certified 
how long toey had to hye. They 


micht proporiton their plans to their 


grasp. No! 
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duration of existence: if it were 
short, forming noscheme which they 


could not accomplish ; if jong, ex. 
tending their views to grand and 
ample designs, and encouraved ty 


protracted, unwearied perseverance, 
by ithe certainty of ultimate success, 
If their talents, then, and their sq). 
vation, were intimately connected, 
doubtless some arrangement of this 
nature would have taken place. But, 

us if to desticy every proud notion of 
ssoctation, the sons of science 
are ireauenuy swept from life, in the 
tiidst Of even important and usefy} 
projects and designs. Now this pre. 
carious Guraticn of terrestrial so. 
journing Is, on the other hand, of the 


such an: 


oa | 
most essential service to yiriue. “se 
fiirshts are short; her exertions are 


Guoudian 3; and she ts sedis ally 
prompted, by a consciousness of he 

unstable term, to labour while it is 
day,und tocrowd much good intolitt' 
pic agate A lease of lite would Dro 
bably embolden the soul to procrast- 
nate its repentance, or to relax its 


ec fc 


rts. 
Thus, with reference to schemes 
of extensive speculation, such as 
planning a vast range of buildings, 
or projecting how to drain, to plant, 
to embellish a large tract of terri- 
tory : such as coniemplating the 
twelve years’ labour of the epic poet, 
or forging the first link in that pro 
tracted process of reasoning which 1s 
to establish a philosophical theory ; 
did our salvation depend = on_ the 
completion of such toils, a lengthen- 
ed term of iife would be requisite to 
werk itout. But to practise diurnal 
duties, to resist temptation from hour 
to hour, to succour helpiessness, to 
soothe adversity, to visit the father- 
less, and to live unspotted from the 
world, demand no prophetic eye; 
no far ken into futurity; no assu- 
rance of continuine on earth for many 
years, Sucha course is accommo- 


dated te the commandment: “ Be 
ve therefore ready; for in such at 
hour as ve think not, the Son of God 
comeihb.”’ 

Nor is this adaptation of the ¢co- 
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nomy of the world to the exertions 
ot virtwe, vather than to those of 
tolent, jess manifest, when we con- 
re vplate the necessities of men 
‘boat the human race has produced 
such splendid rarities as Homer and 
Virgil, asso and Ariosto, Spenser 
ond Shakspeare, is beyond all ques. 
tion matter of Jegitimate boast. 
‘heir labours have often soothed the 
piin of distress, charmed many a 
\ yhour away, and edministered 
much deligie to cultivated minds 
Yet, perhaps, ona large view. the 


- i Seley} 1. a8 : rate 
stock cf human happiness would 


- 
<= 
e 
+ 
~ 
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not have vecn very vreatiy impaired, 
had such characters never come into 
existence. Society would have 
sourht out different sovrces of plea- 
sure, and would bave found them, 
But surely the same observation 
could not be applicd with truth to 
- loses, Confucius, Socrates, Lycur- 
ens, Solon, Numa. Alfred, Penn, Fee 
nelon, Wilson, Howard, or Hanway; 
considering their virtues abstracted- 
ly from their wisdom. Even in an- 
cient mythology, we may distincily 
trace an acknowledgment of this 
predominance and superior utility of 
irtue. The heathens had, it is true, 
their thundering Jove, because su- 
perstition is founded in terror: but it 
was because their corn, and wine, 
and otf abounded, that altars were 
erected to Ceres, Bacchus, and Mi- 
nerva. In like manner, the softer 
sex have had thetr Sapphos and their 
Stuels; their Savignys, their Cra- 
vens, 2nd their Montagues: but is 
not the order of the world so con. 
stituted, that mankind bave derived 
less benefit from the labours of such 
writers, than from those of some in- 
dividual, far inferior in capacity, 
Whose very name may excite the 
smile of superciliousness? How 
many have experienced the soft in- 
fluence and amiable example of a 
mother, to have been infinite!y more 
instrumental in forming their hearts 
to principle, and promoting their 
Dest interes's, than all the intclicc- 
Christ. Observ. No. 147. 
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tual discipline and rigid philosophy 
of the sterner and more inteiligent 
parent! 

5. In recommending a due sub- 
jection of the intelleciual to tue mo- 
ral part of our neture, let it vot be 
forgotten that there is a certain 
sense, in which they are one and the 
same; and that the Inspired pen- 
Mei, In extolling wisdom, may In 
pert be conceived as alluding te that 
plain reason, that natural Sagacity, 
Which is common to the scienufic 
and the unlettered. A good mun is 
a wise man, in this acceptatlon of 
the phrase, because he has weni- 
fesicd a sound judgement inthe wost 
interesting of all coscerns. ard on 
a subject on which the leurred and 
the tulearned are alike coaipetout 
pronounce a wise decision. ta pir 
ferring eternal happt ess to earinly 
gratification and advantase 3; what is 
neble to what is vile anc debasing ; 
what he is sure of attaining to what 
accident may intercept; what is per- 
manent to what is transient; wha 
confers the highest conceivable en. 
joyment to what affords only luferior 
andimperfect satislaciion :—in mak- 
ing this wise choice, the poor man 
may say with David, “I have more 
understanding than all my teachers, 
for thy testimonies are my medita- 
tion; Lhave understood more than the 
ancients, because I kcepthy precepts.” 

Not (let us repert, to avoid being 
misconceived), not that the cultiva- 
tion of the intellect, as it respects 
human science, is forbidden in the 
Gospel of Christ; or that it Is not 
even expressly enjoined, when the 
wise man recommends the vetting 
of understanding and knowiedze. 
Whosoever hath power and eppor- 
tunity ought to improve tLe gilt of 
reason, and sedulously to eniares his 
stock of intelligence. Tne power 
thus acquired, tfexerted tothe glory 
of God, and to the good of the eres. 
tures of God, will assuredly not lose 
its adequate remuneration. 

Let us beware, however, In this 
matter, of deceiving our own hearts ; 
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of measuring the approbation of 
God by the applauses of men. There 
is 2 philosophical pride, which of old 
spoke of hei ela and which still, 
in modern times, makes mention of 
parailise, . as invariably the avods of 
the wise, 10 conjunction with the 
rood. Aad even the higher orders 
of Christians are too apt “In our own 
days, to merge the private in the 
public character; to imagine that 
crimes ate absolved by dexterity, 
and imimoralitics lust in t 

cour of extraordinary ta! I 
spots on the dis« of ihe sun. There 
isa mixture of eretitude, wonder, 
and adulation, which, without pous- 
Ing to scrutinize the ordinary myerai 
conduct of celebrated ime iy who 
have in their generation performed 
some splendid feat, mages on them 
as on the cavle that huth tauwered to 
an hetoht at which the specks in 
her faachers become impercentible 
enrolsithem among aun army ef saints 


3 
V6e7 
ead 


; 
martyrs, with when: many of 
them will prob. biy never be werthy 
to mingle ; and identifics the immer- 

tality of their happiness with the 
immortality of their fame. 

Cresar, the enslaver of his coun- 
try ; Cromwell, the murderer of his 
king ; the Macedonian and the Swe. 
dish madmen; and the rebber, thie 
tyrant, the murderer of /taccio, 
have all, in theirs day, had their 
stupid and extravagant admirers. 
Nay,there are professing Christians, 
who, without hesitation, assie¢n 
thrones in the Christian heaven to 
Anacreon, the debauchee ; to = 
gil and Hlorace, the sensualists; to 
Micnael Angelo, who, it is a as 
sassinated one puptl, and conceived 
an unnatural passion for another ; 
to Rafaelle, who died a martyr to 
his vices; to Volteire, Poussean, 
Hume, who all lived but to ri- 
cicule and to destroy our dearest 
hopes. Nay (for I will utter truth, 
Whatever may be the cost), have not 
our pulpits resounded with some- 
me and una walified eae 
ociaums cna ot issell, who met his 
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day he ever disregarded and profan. 
ed; and on a Nejison but I for. 





bear. For the nuiity and mentg! 


strength of these two characters, let 
anation’s fervent gratitude be pour. 
ed ; but let them. not be removed 
from their proper sphere of fame, 
And let the moralist be permitted to 
warn the rising votaries Of ambition 
arsinst the dangerous, but, it Is to 
be feared, the tuo prevaicnt opinion, 
that if they can onty contrive to 
achieve what is splendid and useful, 
the complexion of their morality ts 
of about just as little moment, a3 
tine comple xion of their countenance 
or the colour of their cout. Surely 
jt is @ kind-office to remind such he- 
vroes of the truth, that they miay 
move o1 to glory with their Bibles 
in theiy hands; that they may pre- 
pare for a sccne where degrees will 
be tuken in moral improvement, and 
where honours will be awarded, nox 
to the bravest, not to the wisest, not 
to the most eloquent, but only to the 
best. If their mental powers have 
beon exerted in the service of false- 
hood, of dishonour, of oppression, 
of injustice ; or even if it have been 
directed towards useful and good 
ends, from the low and selfish mo- 
tives of avarice, love of fame, pride, 
vanity, voluptuousness, It wiil Lere- 
after stand them but in little stead. 
Tie deliverer of his country, who 
has been the tyrant of his household ; 
the general, who has needclessiy sa- 
eelined lives to his ambiuon; the 

magistrate, who has regulated a dis- 
trict In peace, yet could never regu- 
late his own breast; Indulge them- 
seives In & most contemptible and 
eplorable vanity, if they hope tor 

« igamphal columns, or civic crowns, 
among the bowers of paradise; or 
think that even deviis will console 
them withthe flatteriesofmen. To 
them will the we!l.intentioned rustic 
be preterred, wiio carried away the 
palm in no race, who commanded 
the applause of no senates, who 
sought » 
ho Cannot, 
never reco 


eputaion at the mouth of 
and whose name was 
ded, save in the regrsier 
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814. ] On the Wor 
of his parish, ‘Thus will God once 

ve, emphatically, choose the iool- 
ji things of this world to confound 
the wise. Far better than volumes 
of inisapp ylied wis- lom, is a single 
eood action, springing up fiom the 
heart of plain and honest piety. 
«Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, and theugh I 
understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, yet, 12 I have not chari- 
ty’ (greater than faith and hope,) “1 
om become as sounding brass and a 
uniting symbal.’’ 

i; ven in spiritual wisdom there is a 
spiritual pride and assurance, against 
which men should ever stand Vigie 
Jandy on their guard. Notaing so 
casy as to discourse eloquently, and 
to reason ciearly,on the theory of 
religion; nothing so difficult as the 
practice. “ Know ledge puifeth up, but 
charity edifieth.”? Tocerrecta habit, 

io control an inclination, te calm the 
temper, to guard the thoughts, to 
t2ke upa cross of self-denial, to make 
s.icrifices of pleasure to duty; these, 
) Christianity! are the trophics ot 
renown; these the labours thou 
hast promised to reward. 


tay 
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To the Editer of the Christian Observer. 


Ir you think it worth a place in your 
valuable publication, | would offer, 
through its medium, a few words on 
the Expression DOUBLE, as we mcet 
with it In some places in the Old 
Testament. My rea son 1s, because | 


apprebend its ue meaning .is not 
understood, in Reneral, in wt 


places ; it being considered « aa v 

ivy whereas lL conceive it Is really a 
svhsiantive, and ef material conse- 
quence to be considered as s for 
the due understanding cf those pas- 
saves, und the comfort they are de- 
sined to afford. It sivnifics remis- 


at 
Uc a 


ston or forgiveness ; andistaken from 
a custom among the adap Whabie 
es (Jews and 


tants of eastern couniy 


d ** Double,” Isa. xl. 2, &c. 
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others) of doubling down the leaf in 
their books of account where debts 
were paid. ‘Lhis interpretation | 
had more than forty years ago lrom 
a very eminent and learned divine, 
who said he coilecied it fiom Vitvin- 
fay of whose learning and kuowlecge 
in divinity cand in the Hebrew espe- 
cially ) the lace Bishop Lowth speaks 
with the highest respect. The 
places ol Scripture to which IT par- 
ticularly refer, and in which the word 
double is so to be understood are, 
Isa. x1. 2; Isa. Ixt.7; Gech. ix. 12. 
In all these, comfort and mercy, not 
unper or vengeance, are the subject ; 
and as in the first of these it would 
argue harshness or even injustice on 
the part of God to have rendered 
double to the desert of his people’s 
sins, $0, considering the nature of 
sin and its infinite evil, it should 
seem impossible sotodo. But what 
supports this conjecture or mode of 
interpretation not a little is, that in 
the repetition of the word double in 
Isa. Ixi. 7, in the latter part of the 
verse it 1s evidently translated sub. 
Stantivel,s, the doudle, which would 
seem to refer to the very mode of 
Jntcrpretation I have suggested. 

I would be far from presuming to 
offer the above from any authority or 
conjecture of my own, or from any 
desire to enter into a controversy on 
the subject; but as thinking it may 
be uscful, and to bring it forward for 
the consideration of these who are 
more equal to determine on the case, 
and hoping it may be for the benefit 
and comfort of those who read the 
Scriptures with attention and desire 
of improvement, 


Tam, Sir, yours, &c. 
> J. 


If my memory is right, it suggests 
to me that something on this subject 
is treated of in a sermon (or hote in 
that sermon) by the Rev. Henry 
Venn, preached at the Assizes at 


——— t ’ 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE WRITINGS OF 
LUTHER. 


(Continued from p. 11) 


Lihave the keys of hell and of death. 
—hKev.1 18. 


Who can injure us, when we have 
such a Lerd, who has death and 
that opposes us jn bts 
bands They threaten us with death ; 
bui if they knew all, they would 
rather threaten us wih “fe. tis a 
fooush and imean attempt to terrily 
Christ, and Cirvistians who are unit- 
ec tu him, with such a punishment, 
since they are lords and conquerors 
of tne grave. iis os Wf 1 would 
frigh.cn «w man by picparing his 
horse and assisting him io ride on it! 
But they beiieve noc that Christ is 


risen irom the dead, and is Lord of 


the dead and living. With them, 
He is yet im the vrave, yct in hell. 


As ye have therefore recezved Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him, 
rooted and built ufi in him, and 
established in the fuithewmCol. i. 
6, 7. 

Secure, false, Christians, who glo- 
ry much of faith, must take heed 
icst they deceive themselves with 
the vain boast, I have been baptized 
and am a Christian, therefore need I 
nothing more, &c. But in addition 
to that they must strive, that their 
faith be rightly rooted and grounded, 
and they must @xamine and prove 
themselves whether it stand fast, and 
can endure the storm and tempest 
of terror. Otherwise this boasting 
and security will sink under them 
and disperse as me in the air; 
and it will avail them nothing that 
they trust to it.and think that if they 
have ovly a spark of wrace and faith 
they have enough for salvation, For 
ifthey have tethine more than such 
a spark. and they let this He covered 
in the ashes, let them fear lest the 
devil should be there and pour some 
water on it, and their faith and all be 


tj? t It t¢ (ye lheow 
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Christ is the end of the law for righ. 
teousness to cucry one that belicy. 
eth.—Rom. x, 4. 

The Law says, Phou hist. sinned, 
Tam therefore lost, ] answer. [ft J 
sey No, 1] must have 4 firia ground 
to stand upon, thet Tin y contradict 
the Low, and maintainibot no. And 
bow can I do this, since the Scrip. 
ture says I was bern tn sin! From 
whence then can i bring out that 
no! Jay own bosom certainly shall 
T not find iv. butin Cnrist. Tintter 
must 2 go, in order to Overeeme tie 
tue Law, and to Say, 
SayS NO tO the Liew, has 
for what ne dectares : he ire and 
Without sin. Pis no gives me also 
a further benesdt. Vbouen 1 must 
confess, when | vicw mvsceli, thor I 
am oa sinner, aod cuosot compare 
ny self with the Law, tun tect therein 
nothing pure in me, and perceive 
the wrath of God, yet have Tints fur- 
therto say, His rigitecusnessis mine; 
fam therefore no lotizer in my sins, 


Even so fatih, if it 
dead, being alonce.——James in. 17. 
Iiow many are there now among 

those who praise the Gospel, who 

wiil not give upthe least interest for 
the sake of it, Or renounce their co- 
vetousness and obstinacy? ‘here is 
no farmer who will willingiy sell bis 
corn at the market a penny cheaper, 
though it 1s reasonable for him to do 

but af he can make it a crown 
dearer, he does it most cheertully, 

And the citizen makes no conscience 

of putting off his beer for ale, if he 

can do it, though a man should 
drink hir.self to death. In like 
munneris it with all trades and arts; 
each jabours to overreach the come 
mon people, and only scrambles, 
covets, aid injures, God yrant that 
the Gospel and conscience may re- 
muin where they can ! 

Gud ts love and he that dwelleth in 
love, dwelleth tn God and God in 
him—1 John iv. 16, 

We are truly called to the bagest 
aim by this admirable praisegahd cx 


dsenoid he who 
alsU “4 Yeuson 
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hath not works, is 
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ajtation of love, stronely enforced by 
the highest and most pertect cxam- 
vic. Lfa man should describe love 
al 2 recat length as the most valuable 
and most pertect virtue, it would be 
nothing to his saying, God is himselt 
love. Indeed, ii any one should at- 
tempt to representand describe God, 
he would only be abie to draw a pic- 
ture of a vain,transttory, human love; 
for the Divine Nature is nothing eise 
than a turnace upd flame ot love 
that fills heaven and earth. On the 
other hand, if any man would draw 
andl paint deve, he must raise himself 
to the lorming’ of such an ima: ec as 
nothing earthly ever was, nothing 
human, 
heavenly, but only God himsel 


nothing aneeiic, 1 Sas 
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come short of the glory uf Gud. 
hire Coctrine of man’s stoful and 
truths 


' ‘ i P “¥ } vty . 
ostestaceysone ol the leading 

F * be ons 76 ; , * c ’ 1? t we it. 
of Christianity; and ic is only by 


al 
' ' 


nehtly feeling this truth thai ve are 
orovsnt to I! ace any veluc Or LUE 
Gospel Li its a doctrine, doubiless, 
‘hich 1s very offensive to our pride, 
and which we are therefore very ul- 
willing to admit: but _ is no ar- 
‘Mment against the doctrine 3 nay, if 
xc proved, as I hink | Li will, 


 chnahd'e 
hat all men are ahead sinners. then 
‘hele being ‘senorant of this fact, or 
hor denying it, will only shew the 
nore strongly how much their eyes 
(re blinded, their consciences har- 
!, and their mincs deceived by 


‘ 


ene 
sip. 
.. VTheexpression “all have sin- 
ned’? plainly means, that all men 
huve been guilty ef disobeying the 


commandments of God. * Sin,’ we 


re told, “3s the transeressieon of 


the law 5’? namely, of that law which 
— hath given us, and which, like 
dinself, is holy, and just, and geod, 
ie sum of this law is, to love Goc 
ball our hearts, and our neigh- 
DOUr as ourselves. Our obligation 
io Obey it arises from God’s right to 
vur love and service; which obliga- 
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tion is strengthened by considering 
the consequence of not obeying it, 
viz. God’s wrath and curse. The 
Apostic, therefore, in saying © all 
have sithed and come short of the 
Giory of God,’ plainly meant tbat 
all men had broken God’s law,which 
they were bound to keep 3 that they 
had come short of his glory, which 
ought to have been the end of their 
conduct; that they had sinned 
avainst him, aud thereby deserved 
his wrath; in short, that they had 
turned aside from the way of holi- 
ness,which alone leads to buppiness, 
into the ways of sin, which are ways 
of certain misery and destruction, 

2 Waving, theretore, expiained 
what appears to be the Apostle’s 
meaning, Lwould go on to prove, that 
“all have sinned.”? The Buble is 

y clear on this point. Belore the 
woild had lone existed, we are told 
that “ all flesh had corrapt.d his way 
jon the earth; and that God saw 
the wickedness of man, that it was 
erentin the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart wasontyv eviicontnualiv.” But 
were nen better aficr the flood had 
sweptaway the world ofthe ungodly? 
By ho nicays. On the CoOntPAaly, we 
find them still represented in the 
same Hight. “Phe iniagination of 
man’s heart is evil from his youth.” 
Isaiah complained, © All we like 
sheep have wone astray. We are all 
as an unclean thine.’? And Jerce 
miah declares the human heart to 
be “deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked.” And to come 
tothe New Testament, the Apcstle 
John says, “Ifwe say that we have 
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is notin us: we make God 
a liar, and his word Is pot ia us.’ 
And again, “ the whoie world Heth 
in wickedness.” — indeed what 
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cxpress ti han St. Paul's 


can be more 
testimony Ib the text, which he re- 
peats in chap. v. ver, 12, “for al 
have sinned.” 

But besides these direct preois; 
many mere equally strong migut be 


at ace = a ee ee | vue 
breurht LOM oS ws t>* w © & ths Ppraves 





46 Temily Scrinons 
which Christ taught his Disci iples, 
“forgive us our Lrespasses,” lmplies 

ren had trespassed.  lils 
churge to his Aposties, “Go ye and 
preach the Gospel to every crea- 
iure.” God's command, that ‘all men 
every where should repent; as well 
2s our Saviout’s asseranecs, “except 
aL an . born agam. he cannot see 

é kinedom of God,’ 

ie : cannes and become as htiue 
budren, ye shali not enter Uie ting. 
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“except ye 
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ve shall all likewise perish,” do of 


tiemselves prove that all men need 
repontance, Conversion HERR RE re ution; 
in other words, that “all bave sinned 
d come short of the glory of God.” 
uteven had the Scriptures been 
Shi2t)t ON this heag we shoulda have 
nad cause enough, from what we 
see around us, toe conclude that afl 
ten are sinpers. God made man 
Vebyv then 1s 
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at first tt be — 
ny those dresdial 


W hich 


ynarks eri Bis d's displeasure 

wopcarin the disorders af the earth ; 
ya ine stornsana chunders, the lizht- 
mines and carthguakes, which visit 
it, and which everwhelm theusands 
none common ruin! Whence all 
talk vils a! 1< VWeohencet use Cis- 
t ares > Watca Drey oh Th)« rk rd: 
Whence ali the miseries watch they 
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too the pride, Vanity, ClVy, cove. 
tousncss, lmpaticnce, anger, lust : ha- 
tred, revenge, hypocrisy, sioth, drun. 
kenness, prefaneness, false ood, 
fraud, oppression, cruelly, end other 
evil passions and evil bebits wich 
diszrace mankind, and some one ot 
more of which arcto be loundin a 
epreater or less ceeree in every man, 
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But net io coniine cur view to 
what passes without, let 
turn his eye inward.and see 
what he finds there does not stres Mir 
then the doctrine. God hath given us 
law, founded in justice, goodness, 
,and requiring us to love 
. ah} our hearts. and our 
rs, that 1s, all men. as our- 
‘Now —_ is Inquire how far 
cept this holy law. oct us 
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we have 
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setences being the jadyves, and we 
cannot fai to cometo the conciusion, 
that we at least have sinned. 
then, as fis subjects, 
tielded to God at ail times a cheer- 
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of the actions to which such dispost- 
‘ions lead? Have we always been 
sober, chaste, self-de piles meek, 
charitable, never violating truth, 
never indulging selishness, never 
preferring the world and the things 
of te worid tc God and conscience ? 
Wiere is the man who will lay his 
jaua OW bis heart, and, appealing to 
that God who searches it and knows 
he ground oo it, will say, IT bave fuily 
duties, 1 have 
o willy of one cr other of 
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But how greatly aerravated will 
our Quit EDpear, when we cousider 
avalust whoni iis tha: we have thus 
siaped. ft is the God who created 
and who preserves us continually: 
the kind Father who suppl.es aii our 
wants, and whose me!cies are renew- 
ed to uS every morning. It is the 
God who, notwithstanding cur sins, 
sull regards us with an eye of pity, 
anc even now prays us to turn to him: 
hy more, who has sent his Son to 
suifer in our stead » to die to redeem 
us, to atone for our sins, and to make 
our peace. And have we not also 
increased our guilt, by setting at 
noucht his Invitations, despising his 
warnings, re jecung his cficrs of mer- 
cy, disregarding his cails to repen- 
tance, and cndeavourine to guench 
the motions of his Spirit? And yet, 
notwithstanding all this, God still 
spares us, prolongs our days, and 
causes loving kindness andmercy siill 
to follow us. Have we not, then, add- 
ed base ingratitude to all our other 
sins ? 

5. But let us consider the cause 
why all have thus sinned. And here 
we observe, that the cause Is that cor- 
rupt nature which we have inheriued 
irom Adam, and which, descending 
rom biim, our common parent, bath 
infected the whole human race. On 
this point the Scriptures are very 
press. God created man in his own 
image, in knowledge, righteousness 
and holiness: but, through the sub- 
tilty of the uld serpent, the devil, his 
mind was drawn aside from the sim- 
plicity of dependence on -God.— 
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Through unbelief he fell, through 
his not believing the promises and 
the threatenings of God; Ure same 
cause which turns us also aside tron 
his righteous ways. “Pht 

enter intothe world. Man, by sinning, 
necessarily lost his Muaker’s image, 
and of course bis favour aad friend- 
ship. He became unlely and un- 
clean. And who can bring a clean 
thine out of an unclean? Pheretore 
did Adam beret sons in his owasiniul 
likeness, and theretore, uil the present 
hour, have men come mito the wo 
With bearis prone ta evil and averse 
from good; with hearts which ere 
enmity against God, and with dispo- 
sitious which are contrary to his pure 
and holy nature. 

Are turther proofs wanting ? Scrip- 
ture is full of them. “In Adam all 
die.” “ Tire carnal mind,’ or the 
mind of man by nature, * is ennitty 
avainst God, for i Is not re La 
the law ef God, nether indeed can 
be.’ “* Among whom’ (the children 
of disobedience) “we also bad our 
conversation In times past, and were 
by nature children of wrath, even as 
others,” or, as it might be translated, 


as the rest of mankind; as much as 
to say, that all dy nature are clindrena 


of wrath; and how can that be, unless 
by nature all are corrupt and sinful? 
Other proofs might be produced, 
but I conceive these to be fully suffi. 
cient. !ndeed, snag we look around 
us, and see that we cannot ourselves 
name aman who sinneth not; end 
when we look inward, and coisider 
vhat passes in ourown minds ; there 
appears little room to object to this 
docirine, but abundant cause to be- 
lieve ic true. How hard are our 
hearts, how obstinate is ourvresistance 
to the grace of God, whether he call 
us by his word and ministers, soften 
our hearts by the continual succes- 
sion of mercics, or alarm us by al- 
flictive or awful visitations ! How do 

we fortify ourselves by pride and 
unbclict, against the whispers of 
conscience, the motions of God’ s Spi- 
rit, and the awful declarations and 
threatenipgs of his word! And even. 
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when we begin to be convinced that 
we must repent, how do we put off 
the day of repentance? How back- 
ward are we to part with our sins! 
How do we flatter ourselves they are 
bui sinali,and thatthere is no danger! 
Aad when we at iengin give up out- 
wurd sins, how do we continue to 
indulge the lusts of the flesh! And 
What struggles have those with their 
carnal hearts, whose desires in the 
main are towards God, and who are 
In the main following Crrist their 
Redeemer! Consider, ia one word, 
the means God has used to recover 
us out of tie snare ol the devil: the 
pains he has taken mn sending pro- 
pets lito the world; the miracies, 
sufferioes, and death of Christ; the 
blood which has been shed as a seal 
of the truth; the strivings of God's 
Spirit; the threatenings of God’s 
Law; the gracious promises of tie 
Gospel; the alarming serinons we 
have heard; the cood books we have 
read; andall the instructions, warn- 
ines, and admonitions we have re- 
ceived ;—-consider, I Say, ali this; 
and at the same time reflect not only 
on what is passing in the world 
around us, but on what passes every 
day inour own hearts, and shall we 
noi be constrained to allow that we 
have all sinned, because there is no 
spiritual health in us, and because we 
are éy nacure children of disobedi- 
ence and cnlidren of wrath? 

It may be asked, however, how can 
men now be answerable for Adam’s 
sin? But the point we have been 
proving is, not that men are answera- 
ble for Adam’s sin, but that they have 
inherited Adam’s corruption. And 
what signify cavils against facts? It 
is plain that we have inherited Adam’s 
corrupuon. And when we find that 
diseases often run in the blood, and 
taint whole families, why should it 
be so inconceivable, that sin, which 
so corrupts and yvitlates the whole 
man, shouid extend its ruinous influ- 
ence to man’s offspiing? 

But “ if sin be natural to man, how 
can God blame him, or punish him 
for it??? I must answer to this, that 


[ March, 


sin naturally brings a punishment 
with it; and that, even supposing no 
direct Curse to Le pronounced on it, 
yet it cannot but produce misery as 
well la another world, as In this, to 
the soul ln which it dwells. But, 
whatever there mizht be in this ob. 
jection in other circumstances, and 
ido not allow there would be any, 
tncre can be no weight viven to it in 
our case. Vorthe same bible which 
makes us acquainted with our dis. 
ease, points Gut to us also the re. 
medy. We are calied upon to re. 
pent and turn to God, to believe in 
Christ, to forsake sin, and follow 
hoitness, that we may escape the 
punishment of sin. Nay, lest any 
man should still object, and say that 
this was beyond his power, God 
himself has promised, if we will but 
ask him, to give us repentance 
faith, the pardon of our sins, his 
Spirit to renew and sanctufly us, and 
his grace to tit us for glory. The 
objection then can have no weigit ; 
for ifany of us are punished tor om 
sins, it will be, not because our na- 
tures were originally depraved and 
corrupted, but because we would not 
have them renewed; but because 
we loved sin so well, as to refuse to 
exchange it for Christ and all the 
blessings of his purchase. 

4. And now I come to consider 
the awful effects of our having thus 
sinned, On this point, suffice it to 
say, that God hath in express terms 
assured us, that the wages of sin is 
death; “ that the soul which sinneth 
shall die ;”’ ** that his wrath is reveal- 
ed trom Heaven against all unrigh- 
teousness of men;”’ that “ indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and an- 
guish await every soul of man that 
doeth evil;”? that ** the wicked shall 
be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power.”’ 

Nor is it only those who have been 
guilty of shocking and atrocious 
crimes, that in Scripture are classed 
with sinners, with the wicked and 
the unrighteous; for it is written, 
“ Cursed is every one that con: 
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things which are 
ot the law to do 


igueth not in all 
written in the book 
chem.’ And again, * Whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend In one point, is @uilty of all.” 
ict no man then deceive us with 
vain ge let none of us deceive 
himself; for because of these things, 


because oo the breaches of his law, 
shall ne vrath of God come upon 
the children of disobedience. 


If t cet dia be indecd miun’s state 
by nature; 1f we are all thus the 
saves Of sing enemics to Ged by 
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foe mercy! How cageriy should we 
inquire, Wit must we do to be 
wed! Aud, blessed be God, there 
isa Way of escape, which those who 
seek ul find. ifeip is laid for 
nnors, on iim who, though bone of 


our bone, is also the mighty God, the 
veriastivge Father, and the Prince of 
in himis God now recon- 
cling silaners to heinonnagen Oi his 
mere mercy does se save us, through 
faith, throu hoa faith too not of our- 
SEIVES, isthe ae iit of God. “ Believe 
in the Lord Kk sus Chiist’’ Is the 
command to sinners, “© and thou shalt 
be saved.’’ is it by our works 
of virhicousness, but according to 
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his MCrey, We Saves Us, by the wash- 
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egencr, ion, and renewing 
oiy Ghost, wie ii he sheds 
Geusdaiite o: his ci idt CI, tprouch 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, that being 
justified by his grace, they may be 
made heirs according to tie hope of 
eternal life. 

To conclude : let no man imacine 
that the knowledve of our lost estate 
isa pointofno moment. * Except 
ve repent, ye shall “ likewise perish.” 
But how can we repent, uniess we 
know and feel untae sinners ? 
Unless we are made to feel our necd 
of salvation, how shall we regard 
Christ as our Saviour? & Unless vc 
believe that T am hc,’ that is, tie 
Christ, the Saviour, © ye shall die 
in your sins.’ But how can we 
Christ. Obsery. No, 147. 
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belicve In him as our Saviour, unless 


we know ourselves ruined wand un. 
done without him ? Ne: wilnout the 
knowledge and the conviction of sin, 


we shall goon in ia i ft nitent Va wd une 
b Hie f, we sh: ili CoO ti ti uc in tate of 
carpal security, dt we 
sale, until death wake us tvom 
though 
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ioo fate, of our Cuil alia gibiserly. 
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one dream. and convince us, 


Buti sce, on the other hand, the 
biessitiies which fow irom an affecte 
ing kuewiedgee of our stotal and lost 


We shall be dispused to se 
for suivation ; und those who seck as 
they ought shall assuredly find it. 
Vie knowicdge of our disease will 
yaturally lead us to the Physician. 
Christ, the Physician of souls, Waits 
to be gracious to us. He wil blot 
oui the sins of the penitent. He will 
bind up the broken-hearted. He will 
free those who desire deliverance 
from the yoke of sino. eng ined by 
his bleed and richteousness, we shall 
be sanctified by his Spirit 
children of God by fitth in Christ, 1 
shall be freed from the curse. and 
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sin shall have no more dominion 
over us; we shali have pewee and 
joy in believing, and lenuwth re. 


ceive the enu of our ieith. Ccven the 


salvation of our sou! 

Now to Him who hath Ie 1S, 
and washed us trom our sin: is 
biood, and WhG will mM he ¢ f «asa 
truly believe in bir kines and pricsts 


unto Ged and his lather. 


with ell the redecised, ascribe the 
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Cominion ard clorv beth pow and 
ever, Amen. 

To the Editor of the Chiwistian Observer. 
I mucu inclhne to think, that 1 
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meet with a pubitcation of 1654, 
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complains, and perhaps fully con- 
vince him, that neither any minister 
or sfiritual society has any right 
from Scripture to exercise a fower 
to separate the worthy from unworthy 
communicunts, viz. while they are 
actua! members of the visible church ; 
except by loudly calling on all, with 
St. Paul, to examine themselves, Sc. 
It is somewhat remarkable, that Mr. 
Humfrey was one of the ejected 
Bartholomeans aftcr the Restoration; 
but he did not quit the Established 
Church through any scruples res- 
pectine mixt communion, as, It 18 
culled. Iver since I read the said 
fejoisder, | have not felt a wish to 
possess such a power as Parochus 
seems to covet; nay, I am glad to 
have it not, as it would be of no 
service, and I can conduct myself 
full as well without it. 

The cxisting state of things may 
be rather different in that part of 
England where Parochus resides. 
i have been in my present situation 
betwixt 30 and 40 years. I have 

very often, all along, spoken with 
the utmost plainness and fidel ity on 
the subject of the Sacrament, in my 
public ministrations, From the first 
J was never much disturbed with 
those persons intruding themsclves 
to the Lord’s tuble, whose absence 
I should rather have preferred. I 
do not know that there are any 
amongst my present set of monthly 
communicants whom I would wish 
to be kept away; and 1 verily be- 
lieve, that upon the whole, their 
characters are at least as €xamplary 
as those of any set of Church Mew 
bers (as they are called) amongst 
any of those parties who separate 
f.umthe Established Church on pre- 
tence of greater purity. My chief 
Cause for compl: sunt is, that there is 
a consideruive oun uber of persons in 
my congregation w no T think ought 
to attend the Lord’s table, but by “all 
my endeaverrs, both i public and 
private Py Cannot be Ailes with to 
Go SO, hor to jay aside their mistaken 


icars of cating and drinking unwor- 


° 
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thily. Thus superstition may seem to 
run here in a channel directly cop. 
trary to that in the parish of Parochus, 
The office fur the Communion of 
the Sick supposes that people ought 
diligently to attend the Sacrament 
in their health, and that then they 
need not be disyuieted for tne want 
of it in time of sickness. As Paro. 
chus observes of sevcral eminent 
Christians by name, I have also 
known maby pious persons, who, 
having been regular communicants 
in health, expressed no unxicty to 
communicate on their dying beds 
well knowing, according to the Ru- 
brick, that while they truly repented 
of their sins, and stedfusily believed 
that Jesus Christ shed his blood for 
their redemption, earnestly remember- 
ing the benefits they have thereby, and 
giving him hearty thanks therefor, 
they did cat and drink the body and 
blood of Christ profitably to their souls’ 
health, although they did not then r- 
ceive the Sacrament with their mouths. 
I] do not know that, in my large and 
populous district, the ofius ofieratun' 
of communicating on a death.bed is 
at all considered as a passport to 
Ifeaven. I generaily have some or 
other, to whom I occasionally admi- 
ister the Sacrament at home, who 
have been communicants before, and 
are disabled from attending the 
church, by sickness, old age, or other 
infirmities. But it is not wey often 
that I have been asked to administcr 
it to persons on death-beds, though 
lam much in the hebit of visiting 
the sick. In some such cases, I have 
declined doing it; and then and in 
other cases, when [ have complicd, 
I have instructed and sclemnty ac- 
monished the partics, that it would 
avail them nothing, unless they 
were deeply humbied fcr their sins, 
found the remembrance ericvous, 
renounced all dependence on their 
own righteousness, and trusted only 
in the merit of Christ’s death and 
passion, whereof the Sacrament 1s 
a sclemn and thankful remem- 
brance, &c; that if encued by grace 
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with these dispositions, they were 
safe ; but if destitute of them, they 
could have no good hope, whether 
they communicated or not. In some 
instances, I have administered the 
Lord’s Supper in private, with such 
satisfaction and refreshment, that it 
has aimost seemed as if Heaven was 
come down into the sick apertment, 
and that perhaps in a mean Cottage. 

If Parochus will dwell frequently, 
and with all possible plainness, on 
the nature and right use of the Sa- 
crament, in his public ministry, and 
proceed (as undoubtedly he has be- 
cun) to enforce, in a scriptural man- 
ner, all the grand essential truths of 
the Gospel, he may in a hittle while 
witness a great revolution in the 
views of his parishioners; and, in 
some, superstition may assume anew 
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shape. In these parts, in the great 
mass of the people, not superstitivn, 
but practical atheism and prefane 
neglect of al! Gospel Ordinances, are 
too much the order of the day, while 
the generality profess to approve 
Evangelical Doctrine ; on which ac- 
count I am entjiled, as wel] as Paro- 
Chus, tothe sympathy of my brethren. 

Parochus does not scem to know, 
that the Dissenters and the Church 
of Scotland never administer the Sa- 
crament in a private manner, on any 
occasion whatever, for which I com- 
mend them not. In the Lutheran 
churches, I suppose it is more com- 
mon to administer it to persons on 
dying beds, than in the Church of 
Iengland. 

CLERICUS RUSTICUSe 


or 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


ON THE PRINCIPLE OF EMULATION. 
(Continued from p. 87.) 


Yn circumstances under which the 
principle of emulation is carried into 
efiect, are, as I have said before, 
the only source either ofits goodness 
or its badness. And that we may 
niing it down closer to the field of 


commen observation and experience, 
I shall crave your aticntion to three 
circumstances in particular, which 
scem to comprise ail that Is neces- 
sary to be attended to in its exercise. 
', The sudject, or the pursuit in 
which excellence is desired. 2. The 
notrve for which itis desired. 3, The 
temper in which that desire is prose- 
cuted, To which might be added, 
ulso, the means of prosecuting it, but 
tor the obviousness of the right or 
the wrong under that head, 

Of course no emulation can be 
good, but that in which the prize is 
a lawful one, and the improvement 
sourht afteris a thing desirable in 





itself. For instance, a desire to ex- 
cel merely in the vain ornamental 
endowments of body or mind, in 
worldly grandeur and power, in the 
means of gratifying forbidden or delu- 
sive desires of any kind, is of itself, 
independent of all other considera 
tions, wrong and mischievous, and 
indicative of our corrupt and depray- 
ed nature, The very object of pur- 
suit proves a wrongness of motive ; 
and when possessed, it can only ad- 
minister to those baneful passions 
which led us to desire it. It can 
hardiy be expected that the temper 
in which such a pursuit will be con- 
ducted, can be better than the object 
of it; and most frequently the means 
uscd for its attainment, will be those 
of which the lives of a Philip or a 
Bonaparte will furnish us with the 
hest examples. A much more mode- 
‘ate emulation, concerned about ob. 
jects which may only fross75ly tend to 
good purposcs—such as wealth, or 
mere worldly pre-eminence of any 
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kind—wiil justly be deemed, if ad- 


missible at ail, yet highly dangerous ; 


because, though ine motive may be 
good and the means lawiul in the 


} 


pursuit, yet such objects ure greatly 
apt to occupy the mina with jaicrior 
motives, and draw it to the use of 
baser means, It would, therefore, 
be far better to warn the pupil alto- 
gether of the danger of riches, and 
the temptations of place and power, 
than to excite his emulation towards 
them, by the prospect of contingent 
usefulness, and possibly of glorilying 
God. His emulation will naturaily 
¢nouch tend to such attainments in 
mature life, without being strongly 
reminded of them in youth. 


But 
is your correspondent prepared to 


hold the same lonwuace, in respect 
to the heber pursuiis of knowledve 
and Sh HCL, and tne avis Wi it 1} dol i 
and etvitize humen life? Will he 
think the bias tewurds these attain- 
A ‘om 2M. O Hatt! : 4 i j ns $O Cile 
OVOSST i rWwrong 
Motive Wik L ICiIL MCUUS, 
and an uisanctiocd toumper, as to rene 
der them as unit cbrect for the as- 


piring emulaiion ot fos pupil 

he, with aihiculiy, allows that even 
such pursuits Cun be conducted pro- 
perly, or ought to be prescuted to the 


emulation of pinata i snail expect 
he will more readily allow that the 


still bg her attsinments of wisdom, 
and a solid pract ‘cea experience in 
the afluirs of lie, may be made a 
worthy subject of eniulation. He 
will see that bi worthiness of the 
object, in this case, almost wholly pre-e 
cludes the nas of abuse through 
a wrongness of motive, of means. or 
of temper, inthe pursuit. Tlowcver, 
jet him proceed still a step 
In the 

emulation to be that of an ability 
a disposition to bless, to enlicl 
iO Impreve, to Conus human 
race. Suppose the object be to out- 


stl rip each other in acts ol charity and 


hyeher 
scule. i 
and 
Lets 
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fie, Ci:c 


benevolence ; to snatch from each 
other the prize of having been the 
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e Principle of Emulation. 


? Or if 


Suppose the subj ct of 
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ranks of those who have deserved 
well of their itellow-countrymen and 
fellow-creatures ; will your corres. 
pondent still say, This is a dangerous 
subject of cmulation : evcn here the 
end does not sanctity the means; 
or rather, that he can conceive no 
motive los which even such a pre- 
eminence can be sought, no spirit 
in which it can be pursued, no means 
that can be used hes the pursuit, 
wich can possibly rencer an enfulae 
tion, in benevolen e lisell, an innocent 
act? Let bim = procecd, then, 
step further; let aie advance 
actual attaluments of a so 
tin piety, and con 
imacre, tor, und 
our Bicssed 

tion, 
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the means, by which it 
must prop: SE 
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carried on, | 
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WicdV OC 


to end ihe dispute with St. Paul 
himself. Nothiig can be clearer 


than the refercnce made by that 
ercat Apostie to this very principle 
of emulation, as excrcised towards 
the high and noble subjects of which 
he was ever in pursuit. Secured, it 
is true, in great measure, by the 
very nature of those subjects, from 
the abuses to which this principle is 
doubtless reas, he could take piea- 
sure In referring those heights of 
labour and Christian patience w “ee 
through grace, he had attained, 
the standard of other persons, is 
ed with him in the same race.— 
Though unworthy motives and tem- 
pers could, even in this department, 
occasionaily intrude  themsclyves ; 
though some could preach Christ 


out of et nvy and strife,” and some 
could, ip an evil spirit, “love to 
liave the pre-eminence,’? and even 


UC full, to be rich, t tO reign 
church; =— 


aspire “to 


a ek Se 
Go Juaad.c. Ove t wy Wight 


yet bbe ity hinde red ti Ss QVCu ty this 
aspiring Aposile, conscious of the 
purity of his designs, from re- 


jeicing in his own pre-eminence of 
a better kind; nor even from = ap- 
to the sume emulation ilt 
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others, as a means of provoking 
them to exertion. THis was the clo- 
rious pre-eminence of martyrdom ; a 
pre-eminence in humility, in suffer. 
jn, In labour, and successful enter- 
yise for the cause of Christ. Though 
is converts “had ten thousand in- 
siructers In Christ,” yet his w 
pre-eminent boast of having “ berrot- 
ten them in the Gospel.” And when 
they were falling sieit of the pure, 
the iofiy, standard which he had sct 
up for their, and for his own exer- 
tions, he writes, and expresses — 
self with the utmost urgency, to Uh 
Church, lest his joy in them, ie 
their progress, should be in any de. 
eree belicd; 
they, should be ashamed in this sume 
” "These expres- 
mulituce of 
same exalted 
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confident boasting. 

which, with a 

indicative of the 
! 


SIOLS, 


otbers, 


ee Saree es eer tt ttt 
ind dislnferested zea » SECM lO Ci Pry 
— Pe 4 } . 
Our 1iCcas O1 bits ‘reat m iste! of | a 
os pirat ') " t iw 7 | 
vere rlO}. Uj OU the +Cr hie y CStTPahad 


ry ¢ 


lead even 
your correspoudcnt, sir, Iam 
suaded, to no untiaveurable su: 
oi the Apostic’s eg ol 
There sceimed to be a guard upon it, 
stronger than of disks ‘steel, aculnst 
all the approaches of an wn zodsy 
reulousy.”? — His the 
source Of all his exceilences, the Con- 
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pace with his utmost attainments and 


heroic achievements of zeal. 
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ile had still a higher standard of cx- 
cellence before him. He did net 
“count himself as yct to have appre- 
hended, neither as being already per- 
fect.” Far less did he ‘dare to 
make himsclf of the number, or 
compare himself with those who 
themsclves 3” and who, 
merely * measuring themselves by 
tucimselves,’”’ or by each other, with 

out reference to the highest standard 
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kind—wiil justly be deemed, if ad- 
missible at all, yet highly dangcrous 5 
because, though the motive may be 
goud and the means lawiul in the 
pursuit, yet such rien wre greatly 
apt to occupy the mina with micrior 
motives, and draw it to the use of 
buser means, It would, therefore, 
be lav better to warn the pupil alto- 
gether of the danger of riches, aud 
the temptations of place and powcr, 
than to excite his emulation towards 
them, by the prospect of contingent 
usefulness, and possibly of clorilying 
God. His emulation will maturaily 
cnough tend to such attainments mn 
mature life, without being slronely 
scadadled of them in vouth. But 
is your correspondent prepared to 
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piring cmulaiion of fis pupil? Or if 
he, with aiiuculiy, allows ge even 
such pursuits can be conducted pro- 
perly, or ought to be prescuted to the 
emulation of “‘mank! rid, i shall expect 
he will more readily allow that the 
inns tom of wisdom, 
and a solid practical experience in 
the affairs of Iie, may be made a 
ect of eniulation. He 
it the worthiness of ~ 
n this case, almost wholly pr 
judes the danger of abuse te 
a wrongness of motive, of means. or 
of temper, in the purs uit. Ilowever, 
jet him -_- suil a step hicher 
In the oC ule. hd ase the “pt ctot 
cimlation to be hat of an ability and 
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strip €achn othe ilk AC sof charity and 


sencvolence ; to snatch frem = each 
other the prize of having been the 
mnost useful in our day and eenera. 
tion; aud to stund foremost in the 
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ranks of those who have deserved 
well of their tellow-countrymen and 
fellow-creatures ; will your corres. 
pondent sull say, This is a dangerous 
subject of emulation; evci here the 
end does not sanctify the means; 
or rather, that he cab conceive no 
motive lor which even such a pre- 
eminence can be sougbt, ho spirit 
in which it can be pursued, no means 
that can be used = the pursuit, 
wich can possibly rencer an enfula 
tion, in benevolence itself, an innocent 
act? Let him = procecd, then, one 
step further; let him advonee to the 
actual attatmments of a solid Chris- 


tian piety, and conlormiiy to the 
imave, charactcr, and conauct, of 

>? nF vs ‘ - - 
our Bicssed Master. If an cemula. 


tion, even on wis head, docs not 
quite satisfy your cor espondent, ot 
Guict his fears as to the moitive, the 
temper, or the meus, by which & 
may be carmed on, lL must propose 
to end the dispute with St. Paul 
himself Nothiig can be clearer 
than the refercnce made by that 
ereat Apostle to this very principle 
of emulation, as exercised towards 
the high and noble subjects of which 
he was ever in pursuit. Secured, it 
is true, in great measure, by the 
very nature of those subjects, from 
the abuses to which this principle is 
doubtless lisble, he couid take plea. 
sure In eae ed those heights ol 
labour and Christian patience which, 
through grace, he had attained, 
the standard of other persons, join- 
ed with him in the same race.— 
Though unworthy motives and tem- 
pers conld, even in this department, 
occasionaily intrude  themsclyves 
though some could preach Christ 
out of euvy and strife,’ and some 
could, in an evil spirit, “love to 
eminence,’ and even 
» tobe rich, to reign 


= 79 : + ‘ 
tic butas 3 over ‘ ~ miant church j— 


yet noluing hindercd this @reat, this 
aspiring Aposile, conscious of the 
purity of his desivns, from re- 
folcing In his Own pre-eminence o! 


a better kind; nor even from ap- 
pealine to the same emulauon il 
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others, aS a means of provoking 
them to excrtion. Tis was the clo- 
rious pre-eminence of martyrdom ; a 
pre-eminence in humility, in suffer. 
ing, In labour, and successful enter- 
yiise for the cause ot Christ. Thoueh 
jis converts “had ten thousand in- 
siructers In Christ,”? yet his was the 


pre-eminent boast of having “ berrot- 
ten them: in the Gospel.” And when 
they were lalling sheit of the pure, 


the iolty, standard which ie had sct 
up for their, and for his own cxer- 
tions, he writes, and expresses him- 
self with the utmost urgency, to the 
Church, lest his joy in them, and 
their progress, should be in any de. 
erce belied; and “ lest he, not to suy 
they, sbould be ashamed in this sume 
confident boasting.”  "Phese expres- 
slohsy Which, with a muliituce of 
others, indicative of the same exalted 

ed zeal, seem to carry 
yur ideas of this yreat master of in- 
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explicit upon the secovd point which 
has been already touched upon in- 
cidentally, viz. the motives upon 
which alone an emulation, evcn res- 
pecting a lawful object, can properly 
be carried on. Methinks I hear 
your correspondent saying, “ This 
is the only point I contend for. I 
had confined emulation by my very 
detinition to the mere desire, tie 
nere motive, of attaining superiority 
over others; and therefore emula. 
tion, call it what you will, which has 
not tat for its motive is a principle 
on which I have not spoken, and with 
which I have nothing to do.”? This, 
sir, migcht be a sufficient answer to 
the foregoing observations, so far 
forth as they imply an accusaticn of 
your correspondent, but for one cir- 
cumstance. Had his been a mere 
speculation, a mere logical and pre- 
cise statement of an abstract notion, 
that accusation would be most unjust 
which should alter the terms of the 
proposition, aud then attack itas if 
held by the opponent. ‘This, how- 
ever, is not so. Your correspondent 
affectsno abstraction; heis speaking 
of a plain, gencral, and, as to logic, 
somewhat indchnite nouon. But he 
puints to cn example of what he 
sneans. His matin stress is on actual 
experience. Aud he adduces the 
modern systems of cducetion, and 
these of Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, 
especially by mame, as containing 
wud fostering the very principle 
seainst which he points his scutence 
ofexciusion. Lothe practice, there- 
fore, of those and such lke sysicms, 
we must look for the Object at once 
of attack and defence. ‘hese must 
be defended against the allegation of 
your correspondent. And it Is in 
veterence to these that I wish to 
shew. or rather io hint, what are, 
and what are not, suitable motives 
jor the exercise of that spirit ol eniu- 
jation on which they unquesUonably 
proceed. 

Assurcdly the mere love of sune- 
riority “for its own dear sake,” the 
mere desire of being first in the 


[ March, 


class—to have it to say, I have been 
first ; in other words, the mere spirit 
of rivalry and contention, as a motive 
for surpassing others, deserves all 
that can be suid againstit. It is, in 
truth, that spirit of price, sc conge- 
nial to our fallen nature, which is the 
commonest abuse of this most neces. 
sary .principle cf emulation. But 
then this motive for exertion exists, 
whether called forth or not, by the 
particular act of educational emula.- 
tion, It isa corrupt tendency pecu- 
liariy inherent in some natures, and 
more or less common to all, which, 
whether you present the legitunate 
object of emulation before them or 
not, will be sure to find vent; and 
most probably in a way infinitely less 
bencficial to themselves and society, 
than in the pursuits of a well ordered 
school. very thing in nature will 
afford occasion for the exercise of a 
naturally contentious and rivalrous 
disposition. In chiidhood, it will cry 
lor the prettiest plaything, the largest 
plum, the newest feather, the first 
plate, and highest place. In man- 
hood, it will secretly pine for the 
finest house,or tallest horse, or fattest 
child, or most splendid service. In 
private life will appear all the real 
littieness, and in public, all the pre- 
tended greatness of ambition. 

And thou, great Cobham, to thy latest 


breath, 
Shalt teel the ruling passion strong in death, 


Be the object worthy or unworthy, 
or even none at ali, if that can be 
imagined, the motive wili sull Jurk 
behind in actual er salicnt opera. 
tions And when you have strip- 
ped your nursery of every possible 
competitor, or despatched your 
adult to La Grande Chartreuse, whit 
will you have effecied by this me- 
chanical mode ot eradicating pride? 
You will have just changed its com- 
plexion; and that wretched seil- 
esteem which had been at the bot- 
tom of all, will now, cameleon-like, 
walk forth in ail the self-sufficiency 
of solitary genius, or in the most 
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fital, as well as most inconsistent of 
all its modes, an incurable spiritual 
pride. It must be owned, that the 
reduction of this mean principle, or 
rather abuse of principle, which bee 
longs to some natures much more 
than to others, is one of the most 
weighty problems in the whole theo- 
ryoi morais. And were f persuaded 
with your Correspondent, that to ex- 
clude e:nuls:ion from schoois went 
any way towerds so desirable an ob- 
jects 1 should go far with him in the 
prosecution of bis plan. Certainly, 
ihe example he alleges within his 
own experience, of a {amily educat- 
ed without it, would afford subject of 
curious Investigation, And without 
hinting at the fate which sometimes 
attends the refietition of a single suc- 
a particulariy when 

rainst the common experience of 
al mankind, [ think the question 
mizht safely be ventured on this 
issue: If the branches of that family 
shall have been universally found less 
iiavle to the usual symptoms of pride, 
less forward, Iess_ pertinacious, less 
sclf-confident, Iess petulent in the 
treatment of others, less jealous of 
their own rights, less desirous of 
distinction, less versed inghe arts of 
ovtaining it, manifestly so, than all 
other families within the acquain- 
tance of your correspondent; then 
let his pian proceed at least to a 
second experiment, and the only fur- 
ther condition I will require is, that 
it shall be tried upon some sterner 
natures, than I may be allowed to 
suppose were made the subject of 
‘ie first trial. For the subject of an 

nportant experiment Ike this, Ict 
Us not have recourse to the family of 
on bimifias. 

Tie question we are trying, stands 
ia fact thus:—flas emulation, in its 
application to practice, the effect of 
increasing pride?) Or may it not 
luke place, and fully operate, with- 
but the motive of pride for its sup. 
port? The first question may, I am 

lily persuaded be maintained la the 
neganve. So far from emulation 
‘ending In practice to augment the 

‘clings of pride, it nuy with great 
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reason be looked upon as one of the 
best and most compendious correc. 
tives and antidotes to pride, in the 
whole moral and rational pharmaco- 
pecia. Grant chat pride, or a mere 
selfish love of superiority may have 
been, it is pity it should have becn, 
the first moving cause of the contest 
in question, how docs the contest it- 
self operate backward on its cause? 
Why, it immediately brings the aspi- 
rant In contact with his competitors. 
If conducted with only common 
impartiality, it immediately deter- 
mines his place amongstthem. The 
ideal clouds of superiority which had 
becn floating around his imagination, 
or bearing him and his castle aloft 
in their impalpable folds, are instant- 
ly dissipated. Ife who aspired to be 
first, Who had always till now, In the 
pride of his heart, fancied himself 
so, sinks to the second, or perhaps 
the twentieth place; and what be- 
comes of his fancied superiority ¢ 
The happy candidate for honour 
attains one he least cxpected, the 
honour of knowing himself; and ifa 
few experiments do not prove him 
to have been a vain selfish mortal at 
bottom, under any discipline inca- 
pable of any-but his former selfish 
motives, and, therefore, now a fit and 
vorthy subject fur the apathy of de- 
spair, they will have the happy effect 
of educing those better and purer 
motives for exer tion, which before lay 
hid under the weight of his ruling 
passion. In the search for support 
under past disappointment, his eyes 
may at length be opened to the real 
qualities of that excellence which he 
was before blindly pursuing; his 
taste may take the lead of his pride 
in the pursuit; he may feel a con- 
scious and surely noble pleasure in 
sharing that pursuit with those whose 
tricd superiority has led him to re- 
spect them; and in the best possible 
sense he may realize the truly wise 
and philosoy shical moderation of the 
heathen, In Ofctimis MANE 
sunt ti, qui sunt maximis pircoxiini, 
Without pretending to the dignity 
of an apophihegm, may it not be con- 
sidered us a remark sulstantlally 
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truc, that no man was ever the worse 
for discovering his exact place in 
sociciy. Put bim highest; if it is 


his place, wilt not the greatness of 
mind which brought him there an- 
ticipaie the il effects of his ecleva- 
tion? Pisce him lowest; and il he 
knows it to be his station, will not 
“the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spiriv? be Itkely to grace and cle- 
vate his bumbic pedestal; or the 
force of an useful emulation prompt 
him: to correct the crrors which 
placed him there?) Almost all the 
mischievous eleyations which 
tuken place AT 
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: ye surprised at finding the 
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much 
acquitted of all its enormity, as com- 
mended for its high utiliiy. The 
systemsof Bell and Lancaster, (with 
ri latter indeed as disitnct from the 
former, the writer is but imperlecily 
acquainted) seem to be on this ground 
peculiarly commendabie. Not only 
are the cbjcets of improvenient con- 
fessedly of the hy: 
all systems of education ever devised 
by, we were iz ta say ever Inspir- 
ed iblo, man, ihcse scem to be the 
best lor securing his proper place 
to every individual pupil under In- 
S And let pride, let the 
most scifish passions, have given the 
first impulse to the pupil, he may 
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himself, considerate of others, and 
humble towards all. 

But this is some deviation from the 
second and still more pertinent inqui- 
ry; Alay not emulation take place and 
fuily operate without the intervention 
of pride at all for its motive ? Mos: 
assuredly it may. Motives may be 
found tn abundance for emulous ex- 
ertion, the bure mention of which 
will be sufficient to justify its; ond at 
ail eEveuls to 
charein 
distinction amonest his fellows, with 
the dishonest ani bition - er Let 


us enumerate some of the more pro- 


miner ot supposable motives for emu- 
lation. 1. Zhe pure love of success, 
lndependent of al ' a rsonal conside. 
rauons, which having led the aspi. 


rant to suy, * [wish to gain such or 
such a ae of excellence, or, if you 
please, such or such a place of emi- 
cannot miss of being disap. 
pointed in failure, and pleased in the 
ultuinment, Discard this 
the unworthy motives, you 
card at once in ef! cases the pleasure 
arising from all kinds of games, to 
which schools of emulation bear in. 
deed a very close resemblance. — In 
serious pursuits, you must discard all 
pleasure arising, for instance, from 
success in the various professions: 
hay, It is a question whether you must 
hot, on this discarding plan, identily 
the pleasure felt by a skilful anato- 
Mist in the success of his operation, 
witha bestial satisiuction In the writh- 
uigs and shrieks of his agonizing pa- 
ticnt. Sul, however, vilily the love o: 
success as you please, you will never 
idenuly it, except acc cident ally, with 
the love of supertority over others 
fur the tove of success would follow 
aman to Robinson Crusoe’s island. 
with not even his man [riday for 
spectato 2. Take, as another mo- 
tive for siteioa, the love of praise 
or commendation. Thisis also essen- 
the ly different from a love of supe- 
riority over others. Lor you may 
bestow the meed of commendation 
on your child in a closet, and it may 
be never associated at all with the 
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notion of eminence over others. 
When, therefore, it happens to be 
so associated at school, 1s it not fair 
stil to Suppose that the two motives 
mty be completeiy dissevered in 
the heart of the pupil; and that he 
miy be uncontaminated with the 
baser feelings of ambition, whilst he 
is nevertheless deeply conscious of 
the Corda favor pfrulsans, laudumgue 
immensa cupfiido ? Ltis true, the love 
of pratse is in iseli a questionable 
principle. tt ts. like all other ovigi- 
nal principles in the wind, just 
what it is made by the breast which 
hols it. Weare tauzht to look, as 
our dizhest ceward, for that dreac 
hour, * when every man shall have 
praise of God.’ To bec * made a 
spectacle to angels,” wes no meal 
honour to an apostle. audart lau- 
dato vireo, was an alle oWable pieasure 
to a heathen. Vhe praises of the 
rood are a permite d WViCasUrey in 
moderation, to the Christian. Vhe 
commendations of the bad only, are 
inherently and essentially unworthy 
and dangerous of pursuit; though 
even where they are capable of pro- 
nouncing ajust senience, asin works 
of art, great moralists are 
acreed that the meed of admiration 
muy! be,l! honestly obtained, honestly 
enjoved. But the pupil of De. Bell 
needs not this last refinement. It 
would be hoped, that like a little 
king ta his territor vy De Bell “can 
do no barm” at Baldwin’s Gardens ; 
and the pupil, in desiring 47s com- 
mendation, desires assuredly praise 
trom one who is, in a very hich 
sense, * the minister of God to dim 
for good.” Surciy then, to ** have 
praise” of his master, may be a lau- 
dable motive for emulation in the 
mind of the scholar,and one. at least, 
which is different from the mere 
love of superiority over ethers. 

it cannot surely demand more than 
mention of athird motive for 
emulation.viz a destre io filease, gra- 
thy, or reflect credit on one’s fricads, 
to prove itto bea levitimate § eround 
for emulous exertion, and one also 
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pride. That, both “ in colleges and 


haiis,” this motive for honourable 
contest is strongly, though secretly, 
operative, there cai be litile ques. 
tiun: and perhaps it would refiect 
more credit than we might expect 
upon the sull remaining amiable 
qualiuies of our falicu nature, were 
we to know how large a number of 
youthful students at both our univer- 
sitics end our larger schools, if dili- 
ventatall, are substantially kept so 
by this moutlve ; and to whom the ac- 
Cidental, and not seable, ele- 
vation of rank would be no sufficient 
stimulus to industry at all, were it 
not for this more excellent and para- 
mount consideration. The newsola 
son, first, second, or third, at a col- 
lege or university examination, 1s 
music toa pareut’s ears: and would 
your correspondent destroy that sys- 
tem of education which begulles a 
youth far onward in the path of unin- 

viting but useful science, and inspi- 
rits him to a lively and honourable 
confiict with his peers, that he may 
sound that note so cheering, and lay 
his hard-earned honours at an ho- 
noured father’s feet? Youask, Why 
does the parent himself take pleasure 
in the success of his son? For the 
same reasons which will very soon 
come to influence even the moderate- 
ly reflecting mind of the student 
himself; not because he has con- 
trived to beat half a dozen sturdy he- 
rves to the ground, and has, by dint 
of jockeyship, passed in the course 
suchor sucha candidate for the come 
mon prize ; but because he his at- 
tained certain solid excellences of 
which his place is only the crit€rion 
and the index ; because it proves his 
time, his labour, | his talents, have not 
been spent in vain; because he has 
established a character which will 
stick by him for ever after in life ; 
because he has qualified himsell for 
useful and lionourable stations, 
has accuired at once a knowledge, a 
zeal, which 
will hereafter make the sound philo- 
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enterpris ane miatiner, the accom- 

idier, the deep and ** tho- 
roughly ft wasn ” theologian. 
This iwotive for an active emulation 
toucues indeed upon another and 
principal one, which, as in some 
Meusure embracing ail the rest, and 
more or less tavalvedwe mav hope, 
intue feelines of every candidate for 
literary or any orher Lind of honour- 
adic disting yen nee gic be alluded 
to, viz. the? of that exrcedlence ite 
scif, of which the desire and the 
Pursuit has already entered into our 
Gelinition of ewulation. That enue 
we have seen may be desired on so 
many other and varying vitabiila 
may also, your correspondent will 
aliow, be desired and loved for its 
own sake. The menns, the mea- 
gure, of its attainment will be found 
hot only in imitating, but in surpas- 
sing others, With this motive in 
Yiew, your corresponde: " aiows of 
Imitation; and with the same mo- 
tive, therefore, ne will surely allow 
of an endeavour to cutsirip our 
nelehhoun—Bat a fiiih motive, the 
Jast [ shall mention, and that which 
Pewiti join hand and heart with your 
correspondent in enceavourine to 
infix inthe breast of every candidate 
for distinction, every pupil ef emn- 
lation, 1s the desire of promoting the 
gliry of God. In di istiuctly assigning 
thisasa conceivable mouse foremu- 
lation, and the only ultimate one ule 


’ 


lowable on Christian grounds, I am 





CONSCIOUS least of an attempt to 
relicve mucii Of the embarras which 
has so long overhung this doubtful 
ta 6 - iw should emulation 
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awroper ground for exertion,” it 
has been repeatedly asked, “ w hen, 
toa Christian, no legitimate princi- 
pie or end of action can be assigned, 
but obedience to the will nis land 
a desire of promoting his glory f” 
Aud fT fear your correspondent bi 
seif would triumphantly enjoin the 


me 


inculcation of this @rand principle of 


action upon the mind of his pupil, 
and then lsugh at the puny addition, 
ot to say base commixture, of a sub- 
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to youthful energy. Now this for- 
midable objection, I apprehend, will 
be easily iound to stand upon a mere 
coufusion of terms, and the whole 
difficulty to shrink into nothing, 
when we state to ourselves the ace 
of emulation as capable of being 
wholly dissevered from its motives ; 
those motives as varying indefinitely 
according to the temper and state 
of mind of the pupil; and the high 
and transcendent motive above-men- 
tioned, that of promoting the glory 
of God, as being perfectly consis- 
cut with the strictest, most energe- 
tic, and most unceasing exercise of 
the act of emul: tion. “ Whether ye 
eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
alltothe glory of God,” says the great 
Apostle and Example of Emulation 
in the best of causes. Did that il- 
lustrious minister of inspiration 
deem an excision of the natural aps 
petites of hunger and thirst neces- 
sary, in order to “eat and drink to 
the glory of God: Though he 
“ kept under his body, and brought 
it into subjection” to his great de- 
sions, did he * forbid to marry, and 
command to abstain from meats 
which God had created to be receiv- 
ed with thanksgiving?” No. And 
yet, in allowing the fulfilment even 
of these natural appetites, in subor- 
dination to the great end cf God’s 
vlory, he was allowi ing that which 1s 
nost questionable, as belon; ging only 
to the seusitive part of nature. How 
much further then would he have 
cen from disallowing other prin- 
es which ne to the higher, 
the rational, the spiritual substance 
Within us! How little did he seem 
to apprehend, in his own case, 
the noble feelings of an clevated 
emulation to be at all inconsistent 
with the great end ef the glory 
of God! And how much, may f 
be excused for saying, would he 
have becn surprised at thosc who, 
allowing the subordinate application 
and proper use of every other indi- 
vidual principle, both of mind and 
body, cannot content themselves 
without excluding one of the most 
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active; Most universal, most esscn- 
tial and indestructible principles 
from a subordinate use, or indeed 
from any use at all. 

This grand motive of promoting 
the glory of God, cannot indeed be 
‘oo often reiterated both in these 
pages and from the mouth of every 
Christi in Instructer of youth, as the 
only legitimate ground for emula- 
tion, or indeed any species ofexeruon 
in any cause. Without it, even tne 
exertions of a Paul wonld have been 
nothing, and worse than bothing. 
Let the objecis of his emulation have 
continued what they were, the no. 
blest Ever presented to the human 
mind; if bis motives for pursuing 
these obyects had been scllish, had 
been merely, for instance, to obtain 

ymmendation, thouch from the wise 
and good, nay, even merely to grati- 
'y his native feelings of benevolence, 
or, if possible, merely to cilect his 
own salvation; if his motives, other- 
wise pure as light, only had excluded 
that single, and w ith him paramount, 
ambition, to promote the glory of 
God, they would, in that omission, 
have experienced a loss greater than 
the whcle sum of their excellences : 
his high attainments in temperance, 
courage, self-denial, humility, long 
suffering, gencrosity, cnd even re- 
spect for the will ol God would have 
lost their proper place: and his loy- 
ed charity itself. not coupled with 
and founded upon a predominant love 
to God and his glory, would have 
been but “as sounding brass and tink. 
hag cymbal.” I need not apply this 
reasoning to those inferior subjects of 
emulation which we must atiribute 
even to the purest pian of an ordi- 
hary education, [I need no! -_* . 
o2 to shew the necessary subordii: 
tion ef every species of emulation to 
just and legitimate motives, Neither 
need I use any further argument to 
press on your correspondent my own 
conviction, that of all motives for 
emulation, the ote which alone can 
lawfully hold the ascendant In the 


cevout Christian’s mind, of whatever 
ave, is that which has the love of 
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God as its ground, obedience to his 
Will as its measure, and the promo- 
tion of his glory as its ultimate de- 
bien. 

(To be coneluded in the next number.) 


as 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Tur Rev. R. Aspland, in his « Ex- 
postulation” with the Rev. H.H. Nore 
ris, relative to the connexion of Uni- 
tarians with the British and Foreign 
a e Society, makes the following 
stutement:—“A few, thovueh, I be. 
= only a few, Unitarians have 
been kept out of the Bible Society by 
observing that its ‘ proceedings’ did 
not agree with its preety. Its 
principle, that of circulating the 
Ser iptures, the whole Scriptures, and 
nothing but the Scriptures, they cor- 
dially approved; but they conceived 
that in two particulars the * proceed. 
ings’ did nottally with the principle.” 

}. Phe Society professes to cir- 
culate the Bible ‘without note or 
commeut 3’ whereas the authorized 
version,wihich only they use (I speak 
of course of Englund) has a perpetual 
commentary, in the form of tables of 
contents, at the head of each chapter. 
Hlow smal) soever be the degree in 
which these abstracts of the chapters 
interfere with the private Christian’s 
liberty of judement, they are certain- 
ly at variance with the profession and 
title of the Bible Sociciy. 

2, “ The Society protesses to cir- 
culate the pure Word of God, and 
yet distributes the English Version, 
which contains some evident mis- 
translations, some false readings, and 
at least one interpolation.” 

Having, sir, admitted into the pa- 
ecs of your veluable miscellany so 
much discussion oa the gencra 
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attachment and fervour; it ought in 
justice to be added, of virulent hos- 
tility. 

Iam stili more confident that you 
will assign such objections to the 
class already shewn tobe worse than 
futile; and that, like all the rest, 
they will serve to establish your va- 
rious reesonings on behalf of an in- 
stitution jusUy considered, both at 
home and abroad, as the glory of the 
nineteenth century and the earnest 
of unspeakabie blessings to genera- 
tions yet unborn. 

Mr. Aspland has cited a charge, 
Without either sustaining or conlut- 
ing it If he — with me In 
pronouncing the latter practicable, 
I wish he bad hin aseif accomplished 
the task: oni What charge can be 
more serious, and, in narticular clr- 
cles, more prejudicial, than one 
which alleges, that “ the proceed- 
Ings do not tally with the princi- 
ple ?? sorry would the individual 
who now addresses you be, if his 
name, however humble, were found 
in close ailiance with an Institution 
so palpably espe ngie ns Let the 
accuser prove his charge, and he 
will find it easy to remove the offi- 
cers of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, if not from their em- 
ployment, at Icast trom the place 
which they now occupy in the 
feelings of a grateful (but It should 
seem deluded) public. hata man 

of Mr. Aspland’s acuteness bm say 
nothing of his apparent esteem for 
the Society) should for a moment 
propose to Pv the charge, Is 
scarcely credible. It has no strength 
except for i its own destruction. 

Tie question at Issue, we shoulc 
recollect, is simply this; * Are ihe 
proceedings of the Societ ry at vari 
ance with its profession?” In ste 
port of the affirmative, we are re- 
minded of * the tables of contents,” 
of “some mistransiations,” of “some 
fulse readings,” and of “one interpo- 
lation.” To this we reply: The 
words “ without note or comment,’’ 
iran merely a fart of our pro- 

sion, which displays, with equal 
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distinctness, the words “ authorized 
version.’ From the manner jpn 
which Mr. Agpland introduces these 
latter words, a stranger might infer, 
that they mark our * proceedings.” 
not our * profession ;” whereas Mr, 
Aspland must be perfecily aware 
that they mark do//—a circumstance 
which demonstrates, in opposition 
to‘the charge, that, whatever be the 
character of the Society In other 
respects, it lays a just claim to the 
pratse of conszstency. Granting, for 
argument’s suke, that the * autho. 
rized version’ is deiormed by as 
many Smisiranslations,”? “false read- 
ings,” and * interpolations,” as the 
hardiest Unitarian ever imputed, 
aud, consequently, that the Sucicty’s 
constitution is radically corrupt; 
this is certainly the point at which 
censure should have paused. Even 
then it might not have foliowed, that 
the objector was bound, in duty, to 
withhold his suppert; since a better 
version, from a purer text, Is not 
likely soon to acquire the patronage 
requisite for extensive circulation, 
while the ‘authorized version,” with 
all its faults, is surely better than 
none, having already conducted 
millions, and being capable of con- 
ducting millions more, into the paths 
of righteousness and into the king. 
dom of heaven. 

To return from this digression, I 
ask, Would the friends of the So. 
ciety, constituted as the Society 1s, 
have had it in their power to vindi- 
cate their practic e, if they had pre- 
sented the Bible ina versiondiflerent 
from that which they have exclu- 
sively employed? On the contrary, 
would they not have risked their 
undertaking,and ruined their credit! 
‘hese questions, I apprehend, are 
pericctly fair and reles ‘fant; the 
charge being, not that the Society 
proclaimed,as it did from its origin.a 
determination to employ exclusively 
the “authorized version, (b sut mirabile 
dictu !) that such determination has 
been adhered to with inviolable pre- 
cision. It is obvious, therefore, that 
the Socicty has redeemed its pledge. 
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and made its proceedings tally with 
iis priacipie. 

The ** tables of contents,’?? I ac. 
knowledge, are a subject on which 
the Suciety may use, in some de- 
gree, Lis OWN discretion; for the 
copies of the * authorized version” 
are, iN this respect, far from being 
unifurm. There is therefore an 
allerowulve such copics may, with 
the approbation of the two Univer- 
sitics, be followed as shall be pudyed 
by tie Society the most unexcep- 
tion lie. 

J submit the whole of this state- 
ment to you, sir, to Mr. Aspland, 
and to tue reliious public at large ; 
an’ hope that tt will be received as 
a sober Correction Of a misrepresen- 
ison which | by no means suppose 
tobe wilful, but which must suike 
every reader as Caiculated to injure 
a Society in the «dvancement of 
whiche so meny thousands of the 
wisest and the best of men will 
yejolce to expend their noblest 
powers and their utmest influence. 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
TRELY op your candour toadmit the 
following observations into your 
publecation. An «appeal to your 
condour 18 necessary, inasmuch as 
J distinctly avow niyself an admirer 
of the senuments of Dr. Maltby and 
Mc. Norris, and am very fer from 
concealing that I reward, with won- 
cer, love, and gratitude, that band 
of devoted confessors who, emerge 
inv from the Vestry-room at Hack. 
ney have planted themselves in the 
cap between the Church of England 
and the Bible Society.—You, sir, 
have found many things to blame in 
a statement of Mr. Norris which 
has lately come under your review :— 
for my own part, I can discover only 
one defect in it, which is, that his 
principles are not carried to their full 

extent. Most clearly have he and 
his brethren, in vestry assembied, 
demonstrated the danger of giving 
away Bibles without nete or com- 


Danger of Praycr-books w 


ithout Note and Comment. i6i 


ment: manfully have they protested 
aguinst a Society whose sole object 
and standing order it is, to distribute 
only the pure word of God; for who 
does not see that what is in itself 
pure must necessarily be productive 
of mischief, unless something less 
pure be united withit? Couid we 
breathe the atmosphere if it consisted 
only of oxygen? <All this being 
unanswerably iruc, my only com- 
plaint against Mr. Norris 1s, that he 
has not lifted up his warning voice 
apainst Prayer-beoks without notes 
und Z'racts without commeits, im- 
portant and deep discoveries are not, 
however, made ina moment. Mir. 
Norris and the vestry bave seen a 
great way, and having acknowledged 
this, I need not, Iam confident, de- 
precate their displeasure, although 
[ presume to have a discernment 
more acute than theirs: In fact, Pam 
only a dwarfupona giant’s shoulders. 

Much us I admire the Prayer- 
book—tor I will begin with this—l 
cannot, by any means, think it 
ought to be placed in the hands of 
the vulear, without some curtaidnents 
and some ea/flanations, 

Tneed not observe, what must be 
obvious to every one, that all the 
objections against Bibles without 
note or comment apply equally to 
a great part of the Prayer-book— 
to the Benedictus—the Dimittis— 
to the L-pisties, the Gospcis, and the 
Psaluis ;—for I believe it would re. 
quire @ more acute vision than the 
Vestry, or Mr. Norris, or even than 
J myself possess, to discover any 
notes or comments on these extracts 
from the Scriptures. Not, however, 
to insist upon this, I will proceed 
to the develoiment of reasons and 
production of fects in confirmation 
of my sentiments. 

I have suid, sir, that the Prayer- 
book reguires Curtailments and ex- 
planations, My reasons are these :— 
there are passages init which are apt 
to excite curlosity where no good can 
be derived, or where none can be 
derived without notes and com- 
nents; and there are also passages 
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which must de productive of error in 
yudgment, and contumacy in conduct, 
—_— they be weil guarded and 
explained. Indeed, I may go tarther, 
and say, that they are such as to be 
almost always fraught with danger, 
eycn in dchance of the clearest lilus- 
trauons and ablest expositions. 

What can be more likely to excite 
a vain and restless curiosity than 
the Cadendar ? Reasoning a fpiriori, 
and argulug abstractediy, might we 
not expect that Inquisitive people 
would pore over that part of the buok 
which unfortunately stands first, and 
thereiure is most likely to solicit and 
arrest attention?’ And, sir, what is 
the fact? The mischief arising 
from the Calendar has been but too 
visible in the parish where I reside. 
IL have «known a Countryman whose 
head was puzzied for some months 
to discover who Giles abvotand con- 
fessor could be, &c., and have had 
the peace of several young women 
much disturbed, because so initle was 
said of Valentine and Benedict. 
Several of the beticr educated people 
have laid their heads together ln 
rape consultation, to ascertail) who 

O Sapientia could be. Parimers have 
been heard grumbling that such a 
saint as St. Swithin should be put 
amongst so many geod mea ; for that 
he must buve been abad man, having 
destroyed so many good crops d 
his past crimcs or prescnt inte 
ference. But what 1s worst of all, 
Tam credibly informed, that no old 
woman ever thinks of putting into 
the lottery till she has first searched 
for the Golden Number, 

Such are the perils which surround 
anunwary reader in the beginning 
ef the book. ‘They are nothing, 
however, compared with those which 
beset him towards the end. You 
will Instantly perceive, sir, that 1 
alince to the Articles, which, allow 
me to observe, not only in the case 
of the illiterate, but In every Instance, 
are more fit for sacerdotal use than 
laical lucubration. But who, in his 
senses, would put the Aviicles into 





the hands of an unlearned laic, ang 
this tuo in all the obscurity of theip 
literal and grammatical sense, ang 
without one friendly commentator {o 
light up his beacon amongst the 
rocks and whirlpools? Whoever 
adopts this adopts the most effectua} 
method, not only to injure persons’ 
minds, but to sct likewise the people 
of this kingdom against the parochial 
clergy —Let me corroborate this 
reasoning by a fact. A few Sundays 
ago I preached, as I am in the habi 
of doing, that we are posted by 
faith and works conjoinily, &c. | 
took a great deal of pains to shew 
that in this way St. Paul and St. 
James are to ve reconciled. The day 
after, an elderly man, who had for- 
merly kept a school, one of the most 
orderly and excmplary, I mustallow, 
of my parishioners, waited upen me, 
and alter some cobvcrsalion Upon 
the sermon of the preceding day, 
referred me, very re: pectfully, J 
cannot but say, to the Article on 
Justification. ~—— Thad by me 
that excellent cominentorthe Bishop 
of Lincojn’s, in w hich he unanswera- 
biy shews that to be justified « by 
faith only,” racans not by faith only, 
bat by fuith and works logether, and 
that the latter have an equal share 
in the matter of justification with the 
former, and desired the elderly gen- 
tieman to read this, which he did, 
and I could perceive that a saluta 
impression was made on his minc 
But yet I overiieard bim = thinking 
aloud as he was going down stairs, 
and saying, * Gut I do not exactly 
sce how ¢ faith only’ can mean faith 
and works towether;’’? so that I can- 
not dissemble my apprehensions for 
this old gentleman ; and should be 
be brought, as possi iblvy he may (for, 
as I have hinted before, he was once 
a schogimaster), to take the Article 
in its literal and grammatical sense, 
what must he think of me his lawfw 
minister? 

I] could enlarge upon this subject, 
sir, without any limit; but enough 
I hope has been said to demonstrate 
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che danger of an indiscriminate distri- 
bution of Prayer-books in the state 
in Which they are now distributed. 

jt is not, however, Prayer-books 
aigne that are pernicious without a 
comment; Tracts, in their simple 
form, have their perilalso. Reason- 
ing from analogy, one should imme- 
diately arrive at this inference: but, 
as 1 bave occupied so larve a space 
in your publication, IT wiil rapidly 
pass from the conclusions of demon- 
gration to the experience derived 
from facts. Asingle plain statement 
will suffice to evince all I contend 
for. 

Observing, in the course of last 
summer, that a person who used to 
be constantly at church failed for 
some weeks In his attendance there, I 


-called upon him to inquire the cause 
Fof his absence. His answer was, “I 


should have come as usual, if you had 
not wriiten that book against me.”’ 


| My surprise was great, and I asked 
tysee the book—but it was lost: 


- 


- it, I 
nquired, 
as may be supposed, into the con- 
tents of this tract; and all I could 
collect was, that this man had found 
his own character so accurately deli- 
neated in it, tuat he concluded that I, 
the minister of the parish, must ne- 
cessarily have been the author of it. 


I 


Wih many assurances, I averred 
my iunocence ot the charge, and 
even ignorance of the tract in ques- 


lion, or that any tract had been given 


him. After excusing myself with 
many protestations, I at length suc- 
ceeded in convincing my mistaken 
parishioner that I bad not written 
the tract in question; but nothing 
could persuade him that I did not, at 
all events, send up his character to 
the composer of the tract in Lon- 
con; and to this day, sir, the manis 
persuaded that I have Jibelled him, 
and that my veracity is no better 
than my charity. 

Under all these circumstances, I 
must urge you, sir—or at least, 
through you, Mr. Norris and the 
Vestry at Hackney—to take this 
subject into their immediate consi- 
deration. It appears to me that, in- 
stead of the Articles being affixed to 
the Prayer-book, the Clavis Calenda- 
ria should be prefixed, together with 
some other uselul comments; and 
that no tract should be given away 
without marginal notes, and an inti- 
mation every now and then to this 
effect :—“ Pray observe, reader, you 
are notintended here.’ Mr. Norris 
will, I am sure, agree with me, that 
curiosity concerning the Calendar 
cither should not be excited, or that 
it should be fully satisficd ; and that 
itishiehly detrimental tothe welfare 
of the Listablishment to have parish 
priests suspected and accused of be- 
ing heterodox preachers or prevari- 
cating libellers. 

I remain, sir, yours, &c. 


n 
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IL VIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Dissertation on the Sealsand Frum- 
fiets of the Afocalivpse, and the 
Protthetical Period of Twelve Hune 
dred and Siaty Years. By Wi1- 
Li amM CUNINGHAMB, i584. Author of 
Reraarks on David Levi’s Disser- 
tauicns on the Prophecies relative 
tothe Messiah. London: Hatch. 
ard, i813. Svo. pp. 372, 10s. 6d. 

Ivertevins upon the consideration 

ClLiny treatise on pronrecys Wwe Cou- 


. 
« 


To) 
J 


siderourselves as giving some pledge 
of our high respect for its author. 
Prophecy is that department of sa- 
cred iiterature in which we are never 
willing to notice, because we can 
never tolerate or excuse, an incom- 
petent attempt. Some walks in di- 
vinity are open, are necessary, to all; 
and in Jarge pastures, ws exnect to 
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interpretation we consider as amongst 
the remoter, the less essential, and 
certainly the most rough and difficult, 
points of access. We consider it the 
province of leisure, of learning, and 
of that rarest of all possessions, a just 
consciousness of ability for the un- 
dertakiny; and, therefore, in the very 
Outset of our inqguirtes, we lay down 
for those who are f und upon it, the 
severe law of a neigbouring depart- 
ment: as cae aaandpeanalge esse P —— 





columme.’—tp fact, wiat “a torn 
suld with some truth of the historian, 
that he should mainly possess cvery 
qualification necessary for all de- 
parunents of literary composition, 
may afiord some analogy as to our 
requirements of the mystic historian 
at once of past and future ages. We 
expect to find the varied stores of 
bibiical criticism, of historical ree 
search, of moral disquisition, and of 
devout meditation, poured in rich 
profusion at his feet. We must 
view, 10 bis mind, the rare union of 
strong Invention with accurate dis- 
criininating powers. He must have 
a well-balanced mind for weighing 
the uncertain results of moral evi- 
dence. Tle must possess an imuei- 
nauion at once strong and unbiassed ; 
seizing on the great, because it is 
oreat, yet not neglecting the least; 
above all, not mistaking nearuess for 
vastness; but able, like the tele- 
scope, according as i is turned, 
cither to reduce distant objects to the 
scale of present, or present to the 
scale of distant objects. The inter- 
preter of prophecy, we desire also, 
like the orator of Cicero, to find 

eood man. Not only must he have 
the mostentire belic! of those © words, 
which shall be fuifiiled in their sea- 
son,” but in order to prosecute his 
Inquiries with successful ardour, he 
must have felt the internal value of 
that religion of which prophecy con- 
stitutes one of the main external evi- 
dences. His must be zeal without 
vanity; an ardour without enthusi- 
asim; sublimity without bombast. A 
Hine as profound, as perhops delicate, 
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must, in these respects, separate the 
legitimate from the spurious inter. 
preter of prophecy. The former 
(may we say it?) whilst he seeks jy 
humility a ray of that Divine illun. 
nuauion which first gave birth to his 
subject. should approximate as nearly 
to the Character of the prophet he 
illustrates, ws the ordinary gifts o! 
the Spirit cun approach to the ex. 
traordinary; and where his dis. 
eraced rival exhibits — pretension 
Without Inspiration, he must, in the 
mitigated sense of ordinary grace, 
exhibit the features of inspiration 
Without its pretension. 

Should Mr. Cuninghame so fay 
respect our judgment of his work 
as to have proceeded with us. to this 
point, and to have weighed the full 
import of our demands upon him, 
us an expositor of prophecy, we mey 

xpect him to procced at Icest ato- 
ther sentence, and to look forward 
with some degree of anxiety to the 
final decision to be pronounced 
upon him, according to these prin- 
ciples. If, however, we are at liber- 
ty to read an author in his— work, 
which, to his advantage we presume 
acriuc may, we apprehend such an 
anxiety, on the part of Mr. Cun- 
inghame, will be immediately en- 
countered and checked by a feeling 
of a very opposite and paramount 
neture ; and with St. Paul himseil, 
uncer the lash of crtiicism, we 
should, perhaps, hear him exchim, 
With me it is a very smail thing, 
that I should be judged of you, or of 
man’s judgment; yea, IT judge not 
mine ownself.? Without assuming, 
then, the superfluous office of I- 
forming Mr. Cuninghame how 
many of the above-mentioned qua- 
lificutions for his undertaking he 
may, in our estimation, cither pos- 
sess or want, we shail proceed to 
inform our readers of what every 
page they read, in this able treatise, 
will not fail to convince them, that 
its author shews very clear marks of 
a sound understanding, an elevated 


mind, and a deeply devotional spl 


rit; that he has long considered his 


su 
ac 
ni 
yt 
yu 
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he 
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subject ; has made himself pertectly 
acq ual nted with the thoughts ol other 
men Upon it; and w ae he has, with 
yreatl cand ur, aaGpre do all that jis 
jude ment could « Approve, sod fairly 
owned ail he has adopred, bas tho- 
rouch!y cleared himse 7 from the lm- 
pulatio b Of playtarism, by the exercise 
of strony and original invenuve pow- 
ers. 

‘The period of pr } 
Mr. Cuning 
that part Which Is contained in the 
Apocalypse, Cown to the conclusion 
fhe eventtui and lncreasingty-in- 
teresting period of ihe 1269 prophetic 


yhecy chosen by 


t 
\ 
ole idatyony, IS 


hame for 


devs. The last-mentioned portion of 


prophetic ume is that to which he 
scoms most particularly to have di- 
recited his attention. And as we 
aT be supposed, from the Minous 
Ss @ 
‘ 1d t \ WUypPo Lal 74. K Oi) Wilda 
which our ] es brave reacy been 
os ed pon Lillis St ] cL... (t® nave 
eatned oli the information w I: Cul 
CaLGI s &3 nIULY 4 Liic eit ti LO 


L0O0iCSSsS We Possessed Hal oetore upon 


“i ' ye — .< . i - > > 4 } 
ae we shall wr reasone Ey ‘ x [> set 
as ~ ir . “VE 7» . “ya i bee 
io make some relterences to thet Gl8Se- 


~* ,e £ ‘ e Sa he! 8 5 eye! 
Cnssieon on th pus Ciye OECUSiO), aia 


lo associate, nh Some peculiar maane 
‘ ‘ * ’ ? Vf, ' 
ner, ou TCMearks O})} avid, Cun 

‘ . ‘4 P . —— ! aT . 
hy RYE Wi by t} S ré ‘ CtEG i Atadt 4.* 
‘ '¢ ' R4,, } s ‘, } ‘ i 
WOOL? OL Ivars: 3 £11kGEecG, Gill 


dice in revicwang this volume may 
be considered as somewhat of a new 
and delicate kind; and we are not 
quite certain how far we are permit- 


ted, bv the ey rules oi cliquette, 


to claim acquaintance both with its 
Contents and with its author, on the 


score of an oid epistolary friendship, 
thouvh conducted without ary ac. 
personal connection. 
Instead of settling this matter by the 


- oa pe 
KVOVW ledire d 


how eotigtated 
chivalry,’ we shall take the shorter 
mcthod of modern expediency, and 
save our own and our readcr’s time, 
by quoting from Mr. Cur si eyes 
iimself the tollowing account of his 
Own work, contained in the net ng 


———! 


of his Preface :— 
“The tollowimg are the circumstances 
which gave pise to the volume now submit- 
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ted to the public. IT was for some years 
engayed ma controversy W ith Mv. Faber, 
eorricd on through the ‘medium of a res- 
pectable periodical work, upon the subject 
of the commencement and end caf the 
twelve lundred and sixty years, and some 
Other poinis connecicd with the stucy of 
proph cy. Since the ciose «Gt tlie ~5GVe 
controversy, L have fiequentiv been advised 
to republish my ; (pers my a separate vo- 


rf 
\ 

} 
4 


lime But to this it seemed to me that 
there were strong obiections, as it would 
be wp yssible for any ren to undersrand 
What I had written shout seeing tike- 
wise the papers of i OSE: DN0- 
nent. Being sen abie, baw the 
Rreal pt actical IMG! ance or ti jiery 
into the teve era ob the above pro: val 


period, f was desirous of tayinge Gesore the 

' ‘ bana ; , | . ° ® 
public the substance of what 1 had written 
on the subject.” p. ub 


a ie - TT } | ° fre 
The sentence which foilows con- 


tcins au reference te curovn hundwie 


work by name, as having influcuced 
\! C by aren aik m out ite VICw 
of Archdeacon Woudhouse,* to eive 
wa CO wd conimen: on the whole 


served, being a 
much surer and dairer road to truth 


Thus produced, this valuable pub- 


} P, : y* 2 .¢ ‘ | } Sy 
aore 30% presents US I?) li e es ice 
H 


woth some Stroy: cabildia dverstons on 
7 wove. entitied, * A Christlon’s 
3 1 ~~ 5 8 } mary I vEuts and 
Feriods of the Worid. from the Come 


’ 
— . . 
nceneement oO: & 


sion of Prephe _ Tbe auther, 
vihose work ts e' . 
duction of a bi hy seas weed mind,” 
attempts init to strike at what Mr. 
Cunninghame conceives te be the root 
and first principle of all exposiden of 
the prophecies. by two posittuns: 
“1. Phatthe litle horn of Daniel’s 
fourth beast does not represent th 
papal power, but Isa sympbel of t 
present French Empire, 2, Th: 
there is no such period asthe sup- 


nee ee 7 Bite 
4 » to the CoOiCciue 


posed one of 1269 years, reve Jed 
in the Scriptures.’ We do ect 


mean to trouble cur readers in the 
outset with a discussion, to witch 
some reference may be mude in a 

* Christian Observer, vol v., for 156, 
p. 957 
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better order hereafter. But we can- 
net heip alluding to one point of Mr. 
C’s remar ks onthe Survey, as an exe 
ample of erroncous assertion to 
which even “ cultivated minds” may 
be carried under the predominating 
influence of a favourite scheme. In 
replying to the 2d position of the 
survey, Mr. Cuninghame informs 
us, thal Its author has overlooked 
more than one haif ef the scriptural 
evidence for the opinion which he 
Wishes to refute; the reality of the 
period of 12609 years being infe rred, 
not from three passages of Scripture 
only, but tvom no fess tuan seven 
passages, viz. Dan. vil. 255; Rev. xt. 
23; xi. S3 and xu. 143; besides the 
three admiited by the author of the 
Survey, viz. Dau. xl. 7; Rev. xii. 
G3 xu. 3, 


Af ‘ | a’ oa " z 
vir. Cia ype aanaendy ‘re is such 
rat pe les jd i S eC 12 


1D years contained 
11) chee away and te wing ably dis- 
cussed the former position of the 
Survey, which he endeavours to 
prove depended on the latter error, 

bis ulterior undertaking, 


proceeds tu 
by laying down, as fundamental aXl- 


cms or Guta. on which he presumes 
} . ce stnre ; Vay 

wl] sound expositors have been long 

said. an’? “ot which no well-in- 


Terre. ion : er cos ' teowhas 2 Ln. Sone 
Strucitcda fF { a OUL “ht iO elyno- 


Pant ;e--that the four beasts seen by 
Daniel, in the 7th ehapter of his 
prophecies, sienity the Bobylonian, 


Nicdo-Persian, Greg ian, and ‘Roman 
monarchies ; andthatthe ttle horn 
of bis fourth kouet: ts asymbel of the 
', kewtse, that the 
“Apocalypse is the 
Church of Rume. The Preface 
principles, pre- 
scribed to himself, icr interpreting 
necalypse. The first two are 
newly the same with twoof Mr. Fa- 
st’s, referring the same = symbols 
always tothe same meaning, aud each 
Evelt ; Lye third 
s, Ol the Same nature, 


ial " 1 ar . t +r ‘oO 
propaecy but to one 


LMMMeS SVHPGOIS 


tu stmilar objects; t! fourth states 
his purpose to be, to svize the ereat 
Ouwhucs of a symbol, and not to 
attempt to explain every minute 


part Of 105 wind tis last is tounded on 


[ Marci, 


a rule of Mr. Vrazer’s, for ascertain. 
ing the placesof the different Visions, 
and their chrenological coincidence. 
Mxpressions, says Mr. Frazer, tay 
be discovered, Where the serics of 
me narration is either broken off op 

esumed, similar to the correspond- 
“ie loops in the curtains of the ‘Ta. 
bernacle, by which the Levites dis- 
covered the place of cach separate 
curtain, in the formation of the tent, 
In the application ot lis principles, 
we cannot but allow to Mr. C. the 
praise of rigid integrity. 

In proceeding to the considera. 
tion of the work itself, we shall 
premise, for our readers’ conveni- 
ence and our own, the order in 
which we propose to lay before them 
the very short summary we Can at- 
tempt of its weighty contents; which 
will be, first, to mention distinctly 
the principal maiters In which Mr. 
Cuninghame may be considered ¢ 
treading out of the beaten track o! 
commentators on the Apocalypse ; 
and, next, to give some general spe 
cimens of the ability, and, above all, 
the beautiful piety, which may be 
truly said to characterize all his rea- 
sonings on this mysterious subject; 
and any space which may be left at 
the close, we shall fill with a few 
observations of our own. 

First, then, the leading novelties, 

rather instances of departure from 
the generally received opinion oj 
commentators, to be found m_ this 
Dissertation, are as follows :— 

1, The interpretation given by 
Mr. Cuninghame of the six_ firs! 
seals.—-In this, he mainly follows 
the direction of Archdeacon Weood- 
house, conscious that his pilot Is 
conducting him full against the tide 
of almost the whole body of modern 
commentators; though he claims 
herel some sanction from antiquity, 
and the opinion of the well-known 
and high y respected modern inter- 
yreter cf Scripture, Vitringa. "The 
sual notion has been, that the first 
scal refers to the all-victorious pro- 
sress of Christianity ; the three next, 
to tie secular rances of the 
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oman Empire previous to the reign 
of Constantine; and the fifth and 
sixth, respectively, to the complaints 
of the Church prior, andits triumphs 
and peaceful condition subsequent, 
‘tothat reign. It must be admitted, 
that the homogeneity of the four 
first scals, represented by the emis- 
sion of four different coloured horses, 
seems to be violated by this inter- 
pretation, which has made the first 
horse only refer to Christianity, and 
the three others to secular affairs ; 
to avold which Bishop Newton has, 
cimost singly, referred the first horse 

sewlse to the conquests of Vespa- 
= Mr. Cuninghanie, on the other 
hand, with his guide the Archdeacon, 
rclers all the six seals to the progress 
of Christianity; and he extends their 
chronology to the utmost limits of 
Chrisuan history, considering them 
°§ an epitome of the affairs of the 
Church, from the earliest period of 
1S existence to its final Comsumma- 
tion in the Millennium. 

..s we consider ourselves, when 
criticising works on prophecy, as 

ulte exempted from the necessity 
“pronouncing, either on the verum, 
or the veristmiliimum, except just 
vhen we please; we shall content 
ourselves, in the present place, with 
owning, that we are struck with the 
vuldness and sublimity of this appll- 
the prophecics relating to 
st seals; that should it be 
established by the rea- 
souings of our commentator, it will 
rove to be by far the most edifying 
of any interpretation hitherto given ; 
as swell, perhaps, as more strictly in 
unison with the ea oe of homo- 
sencity, according to which it would 
stem that the are rent representa. 
ions of the Apocalypse should be 
imece to agree, to sume reference, 
civect or Indirect, to the siate of the 
Church. 

Without professing to trace the 
reasoning, by which this lirst post- 
“on of our interpreter is supported, 
we may just note, and bee the reader 
keep in mind, for future use, that 


ine ground of referring the sixth 
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seal to the final events of the Ciris- 
uan Church, is made to be the re- 
semblance of the earthanahe, the 
distress of nations, and the subse- 
quent season of jubilee in the Church 
(all ranging under the an seal, 
Kev. vi. is = ~~ mn _— vil.’, 


sented p artly . yoy 
Matthew and Luke, and partly uncer 
the events of the seventh trumpet, 

vhich are expressiy ucknowledged, 
on all mi to iets e to these latt 
limes. 

Ifavine covered the whole p 
phetic period with the six first cs 
Mr. Cuninghame necessarily reverts 
to some station within that period to 
recommence a more particular ac- 
count, which he now supposes to be 
intended in the remaining symbols, 
of certain events included in the 
former general cycle. In doing this, 
we find him giving an interpretation 
‘enurely new” of the seventh seal, 
which other commentators had, in 
the orderly course of events, attri- 
buted to the period immediately sub- 
sequent to the peace of Constantine ; 
but which Mr. Cuninghame, by using 
his iiberty of carrying it back as far 
as he pleases, antedates to the ace of 
Constantine itseif, Here he i }puses 
anew course of events totake place, 
aud anew prophetic scerics to com. 
mence, steuiied by the silence in 
heaven for half an hour. / 
this opinion he claims, f the last 
time, the sanction of 
euide, Archdeacot 
cing ebliged, both In his interpre- 
wtion of the seventh seal itself end 
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F } # ‘ -" Pat 1 7 ~ . ¥ 
of ali fulure symbols, to teke leave of 
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‘ . aaerte 7 » ee | 5¢ arnel . {irxes 
13 respect re or prt s9 crbe tha OT] LIC 
resent eccasion thrust his bark alone 
and UNAUpPpPorte uo upon the perhons 


ocean of prophetic conjecture. ‘Po 
offer an Opinion on t's potnt, v bute 


be to evacuate cur privilege of neu. 
trality im @ thest critical momert. 
We “shall therefore only ceonere!!: 


tre t. st HM on Be oad als — Pa 
surgest, that anboveh we are not 


disposed to deny, supposing a new 


Rune m@esvatians * coon om ? 
serics actually to dave commenced 


with the seventh seal, that to plice 
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its commencement in so remarkab} 

a period as the era of Constantine-— 
an era fraught with the most impor- 
tant changes in the earthly condition 
of ihe Cinrisdan Cihurch—1s a proba- 
ble supposition ; yet, on the other 


naad, we think that, in his conduct 
of tae arzumeut under tiis head, Mr. 


Cunninghame has net suflicie muy at- 
« 


Par? ~. * > a or Yc } vier 
tehoued 19 one Clreumstance linery lo 

. ‘ . . ty .40 om « ’ 
Str sf the lmpartlal reacer as an 


MNconsistency 10 bis reasonil 
tha’ the 
Witch unce 
Wakes to indicate the revolution of 
the Roman government under Con- 


ne; viz. 


4 


‘ ’ 
same symbol, an cartiquakce, 


‘ ' : i 
the seventi seal ne 


+ 29 = ¢ I, a *\ » ie * 
stuntine 3; under the sixth, he makcs 
part 5 proo}, De cul sUmecw Hat 
a: if} reitiy atte: ide OY CiIrTCHUMStah 


Cc 
ry 


that that cea! aay POL Lilie. 
of Constantine. 

Wrrhia the compass, we may say 
the roll, of the seventh seal, our 
commentator claims the aulioriiy of 
Bishop Newton and Mede, tor in- 
Ciuiioe all the subsequent events 
contained In the sevei Lrunipctsy 
which soon after the oO} ED sf" ot Unis 
seal bepin to sound;—the explica- 
tion, likewise, of the four fir 
Uurmpets being substantially the 
Same with that of other conimenta- 
aorvee in ote 3 iiicin to 
n kine 


fors, wie 
thie Overthrow of the We Sut 
pire by the Goths, Vandals, and 
G ther} Wi wbarons ath NS. thor | fad V alye 
ing ta some few particulars, to which 
an aliusion may be mide here after. 
One observation, indeed, we will 
how repeat, as we beileve it to be 
‘ether new, Viz. that the freauent 
miention of the third fart of the earth 
or of men, &e. (which men and 
Which earth in prophetic lang suage 
ave supposed to mean the Ro: a 

empire) allucles to the fiartial 0 Cr 


meant ba Coutradis- 


- fe 
. } ' e s et By } » 
eusil chiidieisa ‘ On tint AHDIVL, 
eawherts latétow ser ee —e meee fe 
WalaGal 1H20UfEPr WuaS Ot aur SUCH PCI,0OUS 
eape: , ff } ? Secale 8h + 
I. Y oie coe! t et. ry ar { ‘ 
SG eas LO CAaKe [yraOe, ae OP Weethhl 
2 
L* P 


OL. some cite oO tals Nature, CoO'™mNn- 
rentators have been thrown lito 
SGMN!C Incoens iste WX ie 8 li ; €F 


LHis sBVrme;ricai isti inectlo ils 


| Ma rch, 
‘ 


We pass over hkewise Mr. Cy. 
Muighame’s explanation of the two 
first Wo-trumipcis, as they ure cy ied, 
being the fiftie and sixus in order 
On toe latter, he surrenders perastange 
unconciliona!l Ly, in a Short Chapter 

Nt 


sentence, » tO the auibority of Mede 
Bist Cp WcwLlol, Dativuz, aber, &e 


wey 


’ 


and on tie dormer, tts dlilerence with 
Newton and Faber Is nor 
very wide. 

o. Phe next peculiarity necessary 
to be distinct: y 
keep up the thread of Mur. Cuning- 


t 

> o3 ’ &, 7 

Bisie ) BS 
‘4 


oe 


boliced, li OrGcer tg 


itd POSER ret ataet, is his €xpla- 
nation of the Vision with the Open 


‘ ® wh x - 
Book. WaAuUlC]) diffice UILYy bas Cxisted 


Lr 


GaAsey trom the 
usual Opliton 
hiunest ComMicntaters appears to 
have been, that this hitter or little 
boc, was a codicil, or smaller epi- 


n~ 


sa distingtiushing che 


< 


. | e f. 
Atpid.ov$ and the 


socical roll, coutaining exclusively 
the wilairs of the Western Apostacy, 
and Separating Liein from the Vene- 
ral eernent of the prophets of the 
Ap ocalypse. With a part of — 


only the conienis of ihe 


Be BAwps oisy 


run parallel —Mr. Pober assigns its 
cenlents io the period of the 126( 
years. Mr. Cuntuehame, With it 

“a 


bo! de r hand iy QHD ihtulates the cod! Cli 
ars and proncunces the 2 
to be only the seventh roil of the 


ovigival prophecy, which, upon the 


i as r 
ANID IOV 


breaking of the seventh seal, bad 
been alreacy unfolded ; but the con- 
tents of which were only to be — 
mace known at the time of th 
consequentiy, the development a 
these ulterior contents became a pe- 
tiod to be marked with the utmost 
solemnity. Our Lord bimsell appears 
in the joira of a mighty angel, mag- 
icently deseribed in the chapter, 
Ving this last rollin his hasd, now 
futly ontspread; and seven thunders 
utter their VOICES, not as a distinct 
prophecy Sones iherelore their sounds 
orded) butasa striking and 
© poutre 


wie Not ree 

emblematical preliminaryto th 

ing out of the seven vials, which are 

destined to solemnpize this remaining 

rojl, and which wiii conamence at ihe 
ound cf the seventh trumpet 
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P} 


The great difficulty in thus ex- 
pl ining the “Jitthe book,’ seemed 
‘9 have arisen from the imp rossibility 
of giving: Lo the prophecies that con- 
—_ tive order, W hich, as being con- 

red in seven consec uti ve rolls, they 
night be expected to possess. ho 
mr, however, from this ¢ ae apo 


place In the prophecy itself, it 1s 


_ 
‘ 


, ' i sume iieiensie ee 

yost pelpably the contrary; ior no 
. ‘ ie. ’ r ce s R ae Bins eon? a e 

souner is this © it tle book GcVveiop- 


; —— ny : f .t ~ " 
ed to VICW 1D the hana oi the anvel, 
; ' 
han the prophecy suddenty stretches 
’ “ + ' 


back, in three parallel aes through 
the three following chapters, to ihe 


Bi oe a a a , oF , ec 
yory veep Gok the 1260 YeCurs, 
+ 1 .it, } riianl t 
pdak ‘ E ine J ‘ sic O18 Wleoii had 
boon attained oy tae precedin: rela- 


‘ . ‘ sey Vn . } > he . an ) 
\ i * CLI Le Uh iCt the irs! aga 


\ i 

T = 4 r ae nee ie 

ond wo-trumpets. To preserve 
yal i 
! 
| to! cut CICS de Bishop 
\ aun! i and iter tien 
Mier. wr, shoud seem in 
10 Sree Pr Oo ' te i] { Lf dU Ol ald 
i f ' 
Cy j Oy ‘ JA ‘| rt tie 1" 
vwneh the Girect cvents olf tne Chrise 
‘4 = ee a ae 
PRE ( Burch were to BY re ( jot ais st) ict 
hd CXC UST VCiy PeCOreccd, a$ they bad 
, . . }! ] set +} 

ch rubles On palarie With the 

es ee: oe { ‘ a 1} : 

j ye ereqic eid chidtasio Oi the Wo?! dua and 
Mo yan Kaypnire deta «| Ae ee eneer 
at hoes Babaljsat& LUE On Weare & Ont Vi avic. 
, ' 2 2: tae al ‘ — 
is tht li WatS ©& poses iO Coie 


mine to ake end of the 14th chap Ts 
end then the mata current of the piro- 
ey. containcd under the seven 
original seals, to be resumed, and 
led by the third wo-trumpet, 

} 


a4 
CCils iC 


i. €. the se 
venth seal, with the seven vials under 
that trumpet. Inthis interpretation, 
the expedient of going to the moun- 
tuln, as the mountain will not come to 
lis, Certainly appears 5 and the charp 

of tncompleteness is let twith conside 
rabie turee against the original roll; 
Which itself professed to treat of “all 
the things whink were to be here- 
after?’ as well in the church as in 
i¢ Boman carth. Llow then does 
Nir pein Gi steer bis way be- 
tween these mountains of ¢ HMicult y 
Heo firs st discard s at onee the inter- 


} . ? 


argorrf 
vast 


} tuk pet Oi the Se- 


; e . ty . cer) ‘ 
Solty of &a& CONSCCUNIVE StLIiCsS OG: 


a _ ae = nie gt 
it li Codie 1 Ee Be CHEN Giscalas Liie 


prophecy, which, truly enough, Is 
neither in point of fact raatptained by 
the introduction of the codici) at this 
moment, nor eppears to exist by any 
means za the cocre il; and, fini: ily, ue 
carrics the whole relation of the pro- 
phet trom this point ef the seventh 
seal, beck to the commencement of 
the period of the 1260 years; as 
' icd buck the first 

opening of the seal to Constantine’s 
reien; and he considers the events 
of those 1260 years, and of all sub- 


sequcnt tlines to the Very ciose Q, 


the neriod of prophecy be hence 
o. ne 
iorth more tutiy disclosed, vnder tie 


reipaiving perc of this seventh seal, 
than in any one of the preceding 
Visions vlich this 
more full disclosure, by means 


i be moment at 


tae seveuth roi, takes place, is doubt- 
less crhacal. as it Cspects the serics 
of propuetic events. tis after the 
second wo-trumpet: and it 1s acconie 
penicd by a notice, that not * ull the 
GaeVvs of te volce of the seve nth uile 
Cl, or third and last wo-trumpe ly 
shaiiihe mystery of God be finished, 
Lis is towards “the time oi the 
end; and as then, it seenis, the 
mystery of God was to be funished, 
so Mr. Cuninghame dceims it reasun- 
able to suppuse that it wos then only 


to be fully wuderstcood. Couscequciitly, 


( 
with much shew of reasow on thls 
hypothesis, the mighiy Angeli, at the 
correspond ie advanced perad in 
the prophe tic seiles, Is made to deli- 
Ver, In Vision to ihe Prophet, the iuil 
disclosure of that which Was only 
then to be fully comprehenced, as it 
was then only to be actually fuifilled., 
Whether or not our receders wiil 
be the better tor this very concise 
statement of Mr. Cunloehame’s ar- 
mumcats, which we are conscious dues 
them to manner ct justice, we think 
at feast the general principle wil 
have been made cCleer; aud that 
we shail be dolby iG IPUSLICE to 


Our bLiterpretePr, iii averring alt to 
a 


pe a “¢ . wl ‘ ei 
vis tn¢ seveiste SO Rkd, Gist 0 tine 
i se 
{ ; . i . 
eveoncra;r Cviats substcucit to the 
+) 
° * ' 
,e0r ‘ ? ' > . ‘ . 
rc lt hh ti § TDCI LUI ed ast 69 LO erie 
Vv 













































na ee 





=) 
‘ 






- 



















































Soe Se 


Rae ae gree td 
‘ a en or’. 


= oo a ae 
hal Veoullcid 


end ofthe sixth, or second wo-trum- 
pet; and then to the more particular 
events of the Christian Church, be- 
ginning again at the commencement 
of the 1260 years, and going forward 
to the utmost limits of the seventh, 
or third wo-trumpet, with its accom- 
panying vials ;——“ extra famiantia 
mognia mundi.” 


In enucleating the obscuritics of 


what he no more calls “ the littic 


book,’? but the backward history of 


the Church inscribed in the seventh 
roil from the beginning of the 1260 
vears, Mr. Cuninghame gives out 
ccasional scintillauions of profound 
thought and a happy conception. 
There were three parallel lines be- 
fore spoken of, in. 


cvents from the commencement of 
the 1260 years; one line tracing the 
history of the true church, under the 
imace vf two witnesses, down to the 
sounding of the seventh trumpet ; 
another line giving that true church 
in Contest with the false one, under 
the respective images of a woman 


producing a man-clild, and that child 


persecuted by a great red dragon, 
havin iS scven heads and ten horns; 


and the third line representing the 
cen Roman empire in Its ap 
nortot the holy Roman church, under 
the figure of a beast from the sca 
with seven heads and ten crowned 
horns; which beast 1s attended by 
the * supplementary ficure of another 
scast trom the earth with two borns 
ke aldamb and speech like a wink aie 
emblematical, as it Is supposed, of 
the Pope and his clergy. W e must 
refer the reader to the work itself 
for the elucidations cffered by str. 
Cunninghame of these several pro- 
phet tical and synchronic 


pred ene 


zl serics of 
events; some new, though most in 
principle conformable to the learned 
and elaborate interpretations of 
Taber; and we shall only notice inci- 
denially what may scem to throw 
lie ht upon the 

tth, aud most impertant noveliv of 
Me. Cuningbame, viz. the _— 

ace Intime of this so-often-repe 


of Cuninghame on the Apocalyptic Prophecies. 


which this part of 
the Apocalypse treats the history of 








r > . 
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ed and so-far-famed period of 1g¢9 
vears, during which oppressions, 

persecutions and all possibic nio des 
of cruelty and atrocity, were to be 
exercised against the true church 
by means of the dragon, beast, ane 
fulse prophet, 7. ¢. of the Eimpirc 
and Church of Rome.—This cre, 
question may be truly ccnotminated 
the hinge of prophecy; and yj; 
would not feel too nich pride jy 
claiming to our own pages the honour 
of having more tully discussed the 
question, and with greater Variety 
and felicity of illustradion, (which 
we arc happy in this opportunity of 
acknowledging to our several valued 
corresponcents), than perhaps any 
of our contemporary journalists. In 
Mr. Cuninghame’s 4th — chapter 
we find what may be called a gene. 
ral statement and recapitulation o! 
arguments which have occurred in 
many of our former volumes on 
this subject. The whole question 
isin this chapter summed up in six 
leading propositions : though, if we 
must speak our mind upon it, we 
cannot help feeling that, in the 
method here adopted by Mr. Cun- 
inchame, there is a kind of elabo. 
rate Jogic, which has the effect, 
upon our slow understandings, o’ 
rather darkening a subject in itseif 
sufficiently perplexed. In cur hum- 
ble attempt at setting forth Mr. 
Cuninghame’ s ideas upon this sub- 
ject, we shall compare Mr. Paber's 
view of the question with that whic! 

Ir. Cuningbame has adopted ; it be- 
Inge scarcely possible in these pages 
to separate two systems which have 
there been in such long and close col- 
aiSlOiR. 

Nir. Cuninghame’s asserticn is, 
that the prophetic period of 1260 
years commences A. D, 
ends A. D. 1792, which he endez- 
yours to prove, at both ends of the 
string’ by considerations Gisiinct 
from each other, 1. In placing 
A. OD. 553 at the commencement 
of the period, Mr. Cuninghame re- 


te, 
5005 anc 


fers to various edicts of Justiniar of 


- ungtesticnable authority, and letters 
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yssine between him and the Pope 
egistercc in his own code, 
vhich expressty constitute and 
aim tor the see of Roime the ule 
{ Universal Ilead of all the 
Churches, astern as well as Wes- 
ern. Mir. Faber, on the other 

d, 1D fixing “A. D. 606 for the 
mmencement of ihe 1260 years, 
cers to the more famous grant of 


y 
f Rowdies ‘ 


» janfamous Phecas, actually and 
iy setthag _e aforesaid title 
, on the Pope of tone, In contras 


imiarch of Con- 
Gist, sic it seemed, still 
{ a clatm to it. Much 

lust involves the comba- 


in ithe support of e: ne hy po- 


ne. 
il ? aaa 


rot : ? ° 
“ \J2 } 1U wshAh 


esis. In theiv respective works, on 
hica it Is an 1p ssid! e we should en- 
Pomme J .Cunii perm ‘me, ln calcu- 


mage 1260 Oye ears downwards to 1792, 
ceeds on the suppostion of cur- 
.depted by the 
lows. Adv. Faber prefers the com- 
of ad time, which 
would i: ibe aval. Cuninghame’s peri- 
id to its clese in 179 My.Cun- 
Haat | me, making this period 
lose in 1792, independently of any 
consideration arising tvoin its com- 
mencement, 1s Induced su to cdo by 
supposing it to close when the sc- 
venth Grumpet sounds. ‘This Mfr. 
iaver himself makes to sound in 
i792, but ina that its sound gives 
notice of the te 
nod. On the contwary, he combats 
ie assertion of Mede to that ete 
‘owhich. in cot yanction 1 with Bishop 
New ‘ton, WI histon, and Dr. More,Mr. 
Cuningehame confidently a 
authority for saying that tl 
ofthe 1260 years and the ta 
of the sevenih trumpet are contem- 
porancous.—-4, Mir. Cuninehame 1s 
lurther induced to make the 1260 
years to termiiate ti 1792, because 
from that era he conce! 
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arrival of both, he conceives, being 
strongly indicated by the new tole- 
ratlon gained to the Protestants at 
the French revolution; and by the 
novel exeruons made in this new 
“cra of light” for the dispersion of 
the Gospel through the world. On 
the other hand, Mr. Faber thinks 
these events by no means strong 
cnough us yet to indicate the reign 
of the saints, which was to succeed 
the close of the aforesaid prophetic 
period.—5. Mr. Cuninghame comes 
to the same conclusion, from finding 
that the Ancient of Days is to sit in 
judgment on the litte horn, “ to 
consume it to the end,’ that is,totad/y, 
at the termination of the 1260 years 
Lhe judgment of Popery, in other 
words, * the little horn,’’ took place, 
he conceives, in the rench revolu- 
tion ; therefore then, namely,in 1792, 
he concludes the 1260 ycars came 
to their close. Mr. Faber, against 
this, contends strongly for the conti- 
nued sitting of the Judgment on the 
little horn wn7id the time of the end ; 
and does not Imagine that the judg 
ment ie gl to sit aflords any 
pr ool that the consummation,to which 
it is preparatory, Is therefo re arriv- 
ec —6. Mr. Cuninghame furihes 
adduces, In support of his hypothe- 
iS) aM dUPENlous criticism and com- 
nent on Lu ke xxl. 25, and the cor. 
responding prophecies of our Lord, 
recorded by Matthew and Mark, 
which describe “the signs in the 
sun, moon, and stars, &c.’’ as cone 
temporary with the fulfilment of “the 
times of the Gentiles,’ or the close 
of the 1260 years. 

‘The question, In explaining this 
cificult passage, had been the mean- 
ing oi the expression “ till all these 
Sulfilted,’?’ of which the 
Greek word 1s wEvares, ‘This, with 
very great shew of reason and 

uch Ingepuity, is asserted to mean, 
ilfilment, or, begi?: 
and by this gloss the 
removed, which 
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and the words are nade to signify 
no more thao that this new dispen- 
Suliohn Is to COmMImNneRCce, and ali its 
Vutlous events and — - put ina 
course of ac compi ishment, fromthis 
tiine forward, even to the cd tul- 
fiiasent of times of the Genitles.* 
The use Mr. Cuninghame makes of 
this comment, is to establish, with 
cuinuliative evidence, his position as 
to the completion of the 1200 years 
Ini792. These “signsinthe sun,and 
in the moon, aud in the stars, &c ”’ 
Cunlughame sees evidently in 
the catastrophe of the Prench revo- 
lution : they were InkmMed lately to 
precede.or rather to accOMPahys the 
fulfiiimenc of the times of the Gen- 
tiles: therefore he makes no dif 
culty in inseribing the Q. E. D. on 


RT ' 
. 
aril’. 


his proposition aus tothe termination 
ol these dast, that Is to say, ol the 
1260 years, in 1792. 
8 RS, epee eee Pe seca = ni ae 
ahu\ iad FLV Cit, LitOUler a} Hhriost min- 


Y 


pericctly we fear, an outime of Mi. 
Cuniagname’s arguments on this 


Yew, and, if true, most important 
position, we icel we have done our 
dity. Our own opinion, we, as be- 
ania a withhold,—save 
Only that we ice! a strong disposition 
ta quote from cur own paves the 
candid avowal of Mr. Faber in dis. 
cussing this vc 
his “Teelint - on the occasion as our 
jtuded to the present 


scattered state of tae Jewish nation 


_— 
~ 
~ 

_ 
-*< 
_ 

_- 


ry point, and to adopt 
ewhn. Havin 


asincompatibic with any present ful- 
file-entoft the times of the Gentiles, 
he procceds, “Atter all, so little do 
I wish to dogmatize, that if the Jews 
ored in the 
course of aicw years, and if their 
restoration should be consummated, 


and Antichrist be overthrown in Pa. 


shouid bevin to be rest 


* This valuavle criticism, Mr. Cuning- 
ame,wita much iMvenuousness, attributes 
In substance to © A ptamn honest Men,” 
whose communication on the subject will 
be fonedineur fifth volume, p 145; whilst 
Mir. Faner, who has fully drawn it out in 
our tenth volume, m Qil, hus, we think, on 
account of a minute vartation inthe mode 


niving the eriticism, snecken of its real 


a) 


rina manner which is lable to ob- 


e 
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lestine, in the vear 1822, or 30 years 
after the year 1792, I will then ace 
knowledge myself to be wholly mis. 
taken; 1 will own that the 1260 Ways 
ouglit to be computed from the erg 
of Justinian that they explred j; 
the midst of the French revolution, 
and that Dan. xii. 6, 7, does not im. 
ply that the Jews should begin to be 
restored /irecise/y at the expiration 
of thet period.” Christian Obdseryey, 
vol. vil. p. 283.— ‘Ve reserve any 
farther observations on the subject 
to the close of this article. 

It would occupy a time as long, 
we feur, as we have spent on the 
iorepoinge chapter, were we to at 
tempt the most succimect acceunt of 
the following one, chap. XVey in 
which Mr. Cuninehame endeavours 
to make @acod the same position by 
another argumeat derived irom Dan 
vil. The visicn of the ram con. 
tarned in that prophecy of Daniel), 
was to continue 2390 days; and 
this it is necessary should synchro. 
nize in its close wit! 
years. Accordingly, 4 
haume dates the commencement of 
the vision of the ram in 508 A.C, 
and thereby brings its close exact 
tu the pe riod required in 1792. I 
is needless to observe, what M 
Cunninghame himself acknowledges, 
ani I this must be more or less the 
prince! iple of all prop heiic comments 
tors, that his conjectures are often 
collected a fosteriorz? : that is, that, 
having asstened the dateto which the 
close of the “yeriod li question orcit 
to adapt itselly he then looks back 

to the pare of history to discover, 


y 
Ae 


Mm 
i 

if possible, at the proper time sone 

mark of is commencement. Such 


appears to a been the principle 
by which Mr. Cuninghame settles 


the commencement cf the vision of 


the ram. And should our readers 


have any desire to evier further into 
ihe quesuon, or tofinda specimen ol 
the most keen and animated contro- 
versy, but conducted in the most 
exemplary spirit, and with great 
strength and probability of reason. 
ing on both sides. we must refer 
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chem once more with Mr. Cuning- 
hume lO OUr OWN pages, IN “various 
papers On this subject by Mr. Faber 
in tre Christian Observer fur 1808, 
1809, L8lU, and 18113 and also 
others, uncer tue signature of Talib, 
in the Christan Observer for 187, 
i808 1809, and 1811.” Note, p. 287. 
5. We hasten to a flith and the 
last novelty we shall notice of Mr. 
Cunmehame’s; under which heed 
we lutend to range his three penul- 
imate Chapters, all of which may 
be cousidered as represenung, ac- 
cording to his plan, synchronical 
events, and events immediately sub- 
sequent to bis alleged termination 
of the 1260 years. Iu chap. xvi., 
which explains Rev. xiv., he is “re- 
luctantly compelled to differ from 
most commentators,” in referring 
that portion of the Apocalypse to the 
prosperous state of the Church sub- 
sequent to her depression and ba. 
nishrsent into the wilderness. It 
will be receilected, in considering 
the six first seals, which were made 
by Mr. Cuninghame an epitome of 
the whole affairs of the Church from 
the beginning tothe close of the pe- 
riod of prophecy, that the sixth seal 
iisclf was allotted to the closing 
period, and was attended with an 
earthquake,a subversion of the earth, 
sud a jubilee In the Church, which 
Mr. Cuninghame considered as indi- 
cative of the last umes. Now the pe- 
riod of tnis sixth seal he considers 
as avain reverted toin Rev.xiv. And 
bv an application of Mr Frazer’s 
rile for finding the connecting loops 
oi distantly placed, but consecutive 
' paratlel, periods of prephecy, he 
's inthe jubilee recorded in the 

p «sent chapter, the counterpart of 
that vecorded under the sixth seal. 
ile considers them, in fact, as iden- 
tical; and the allusions of the sixth 
seal. being here again taken up, are, 
accordine to his view of things, car- 
ried forward through the whole of 
the chapter, in a continuous history 
of the Church, subsequent to the 
i260 years, even to the end of time. 
Being for the mest part future in 
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his estimation. Mr. Cuninghame 
of course dues not descend to many 
particulars in his expianation of this 
prophecy. *The angel flying 
through the midst of heaven with the 
everlasting Gospel,” which has been 
by most commentators applied to 
the times of the Reformation, or to 
a period sull earlier, he considers as 
more uppropriately referable to the 
now exisung and daily increasing 
extension of the Gospel. The two 
following angels, announcing the 
fallof Babylon and the torment of 
the worshippers of the beast; the 
accompanying words of consolation 
to the suinis; the appearance of 
the Son of man; the harvest, which 
Mr. C. considers as the gathering- 
in of the elect; the vintage, whicit 
ts the destruction of the ungodly ;— 
ail these he regards as yet thrown 
into the mists of futurliy, and as 





only to be eniolded in their season, 
prior to, or contemporaneously withy 
“ the battle of that gveat day of God 
Almighty at Armageddon.” 

But synchronically with these 
events in the Church, taking place 
during the sixth seal,—z. e. as we 
have seen,the seventh trumpet,-—-are 
the events te take place in the Ro. 
man earth, or the world at large. 
These events are sisnahized and re- 
presented by the seven vials of 
wrath, which, at the blast of the se- 
venth trumpet, seven angels pro- 
ceed out of the temple (now opened 
for the first time) bearing in their 
hands to pour upon the earth. Our 
readers, we fear, will think there is 
something ominous in the word, as 
it respects Mr. Cuninghame’s views 
of prophecy. when they are told that 
here again he synchronizes events ; 
and actually considers the whele 
seven vials of wrath as synchronical 
plagues, poured out upon the earth 
by the seven angels <t the same 
moment of time. He considers 
them as already in operation, having 
been poured out at the blast of the 
seventh trumpet in 1792; end his 
last chapter, “on the effusion of the 
vials,’’ 
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ed in saving all Mr. Faber’s trouble 
to divine under which of the vials 
we are at present suffering, by dis- 
eoveriog the actual marks of all the 
Vials at this moment stamped upon 
us, in the varied calamities of the 
Christian or Roman world. Mr. 
Faber, let it be noted, in presenting 
us ut the present period of the 
world with the seven vials of wrath 
in consecutive effusion, so far con- 
curs with Mr.Cuninghame, as to sup- 
pose they began to be poured out 
in 1792: when, as we have seen, 
these two writers are agreed, that 
the seventh trumpet also sounded. 
They are not, bowever, more agreed 
as to the synchronical effusion of 
these vials, than as to the signal of 
their effusion being synchronical 
with the termination of the 1260 
years. Mir. Faber by no means 
makes the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet coatemporary with the ter- 
mination of that period. On the 
contrary, he considers this third wo- 
trumpet as an essential constituent 
part of the 1260 years; and he re. 
serves the jubilee of the church, and 
the universal restitution ofall things, 
to a period subsequent to the last 
stroke of these plagues, and to the 
battle of the great day of Armaged- 
don. 

Thus have we attempted some 
faint outline of Mr. Cuninghame’s 
novel system in the exposition of 
the Apocalypse. Tiad we been clear 
in proportion to our length, we 
night take some credit to ourselves 
in the cves of cur more uninstructed 
readers. As it is, we shall not waste 
more of their time in needless apo- 
logies; but proceed to give, as we 
proposed, some fewspecimens of our 
respectable authors style and me- 
thod of illustration. Ingenuity and 
a spirit of the most unaffected piety 
reign throughout the work: and in 
some places there is a felicity of 
thought and expression rarely sur. 
passed by any writer on the subject. 
We shall rst quote what may be 
new toall but the readcis of Arch- 
deacon Woodhouse, a part of the sfiz- 


ctxal exposation ef the taira seal. 
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This seal represents “ a black horse, 
and him that sat on him having a 
yoke (Zvyer) in his hand;” and a 
voice from the four living creatures 
Says, “ achenix of wheat fora pen. 
ny, and three chenices of barley for 
a penny, and see thou injure not 
the wine and the oil.”’ Rev. vi. 6. 


‘‘ The black colour of the horse, the yoke 
with which his rider was armed, the procla. 
mation from the midst of the living crea. 
tures, that a chaenix of wheat should be 
sold for a penny, and three chzenices of bar. 
ley for a penny, and the prohibition to hurt 
the oil and wine, unite in pointing out to 
us a period, when the grossest darkness 
and ignorance should overspread the visi- 
ble church; when a burdensome yoke of 
rites and ceremonies, and likewise of un- 
scriptural articles of faith, should be im. 
posed upon the necks and consciences of 
men; when there should be a great want 
and a famine of the preaching and ordinan- 
ces of the true Gospel in the church: but 
when, notwithstanding this complicated 
train of evils, the consolations of the Spirit, 
his enlightening influences compared to oil, 
and his gladdening and comforting influen- 
ces likened to wine, should not be withheld 
from those who, in the midst of surround- 
ing darkness and superstition, truly set 
their hearts to seek God.” pp. 15, 14. 


The next quotation 1s connected 
with some ingenious reasonings of 
Mr, Cuninghame on the subject of 
the éemple, a place frequently al- 
luded to in the Revelation. Upon 
the period assigned for opening the 
temple, viz. after the sounding of 
the seventh trumpet, Rev. x1. 19, 
and for entering the temple, which 
was expressly declared to be after 
the effusion of the seven vials, Rev. 
xv. 8, Mr. Cuninghame founds an 
ingenious conjecture with respect to 
the place in time of the sixth seal. 
At the end of this seal, the saints of 
God are found serving God in his 
temple ; consequently, Mr. Cuning- 
hame argues, this must have been 
subsequcnt to the seventh trumpet, 
afier which alone it was opened: 
and therefore, he concludes,the sixth 
seal reaches down, by anticipation, 
to the conclusicn of the seventh 
trumpet, er of the period of pro. 
phecy. But again be finds the tem- 
ple actually undergoing measure- 


ment, a part of it at least, Rev. x1. 
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1, 2., before the period at which it is 
declared to have been ofiened. There- 
fore it becomes necessary to shew 
what part of it 7? measured, and to 
prove that the templum ifsissimum, 
the holy of holies, does actually re- 
main shut during the allotted period, 
and does not undergo measurement 
with the ether part, or holy place, 
containing only the altar. In shew- 
ing this, Mr. Cuninghame gives a 
beautiful, and truly spiritual, analy- 
sis of the construction of the temple 
itself. We extract a part of it. 


“The second division of the temple of 
God was the sanctuary, or holy place, 
which was next to the holy of holies, and 
separated therefrom by the veil. In the 
holy place were placed the gotden candle- 
stick with seven branches, the golden altar 
of incense, and the table of shew-bread. It 
is Casy to perceive that the holy place was 
a symbol of the true, spiritual church of 

God upon earth. The holy place bad no 
het from without: it was enlightened only 
by the lamps of the golden candlestick with 
seven branches. This candlestick was a 
symbol of the Holy Spirit; called, in the 
heurative language of this book, from the 
fulness and completeness of his gifts and 
operations, ‘ihe Seven Spirits,’ ze. the 
All-perfect and Infinite Spirit of God. In 
the same manner, the true spiritual! church 
of Christ has no Licht from without, but is 
internally illuminated by the Holy Ghost. 
Incense, as we lave already seen, is a sym- 
be} of the prayers of the saints. Itis only 
in the true spiritual church that such pray- 
ers are offered, and they are symbolized by 
the 1cerse burnt upon the golden aitar in 
the holy place. ‘There was no way into the 
holy of hohes but through the holy place: 
and so there is no way inio heaven, the true 
holy of holies, but by entering into, or be- 
coming members of, the true. spiritual 
church of Christ. ‘The loly place was hid- 
den from the view of those without by a 
second veil; and ghus ihe true spiritual 


church of Christ 1s hidden from the view of 


the world, and is therefore, with strict jus- 
tice and propriety, ealled the invisible 
ehurch. Into the typical holy place it was 
not lawful for any to enter but the priests, 
and none can enter into the true church (2. 
e. become members of it), but they who 
are made priests unto God. ty al] resnects 
the type, therefore, answers to the entity ne. 
“Along with the sanctuary, or holy place, 
the Spirit of God, in this passage, classes 
the altar (@. e. the altar of burnt-oflerings) 
which was placed in a court or enclosure 
immediately before the entranee into the 
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sanctuary. This altar of burnt-offerings, 
and the sacrifices oflered upon it, were 
symbols of the sacrifice of Chvist. The «ltar 
of burnt-offerings was immediately before 
the door of the holy place; which points 
out to us, that no one con enter into the hely 
place, or become a member of the spuritual 
church, but in virtue of the atoning sacrifice 
of Christ, received by true faith.” pp. 113 
—117. 


It is the Holy Place, typical ofthe 
invisible church on earth, which was 
measured, not the Most Holy Place 
containing the ark of the covenant. 
‘This was not opened, or its contents 
discovered, till the sounding of the 
seventh trumpet. 

We can only refer our readers to 
the illustrations given by Mr. Cun- 
inghame in p. 161, of “the woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and crowned with 
twelve stars,’ Rev. xii. 1.3; and in 
p- S25, of the conquering saints 
standing upon “a sea of glass ming- 
led with fire,’ Rev. xv. 2,2: pas- 
saves which, with many others that 
prove the pious and evangelical turn 
of our author’s mind, we should be 
pleased if we had time to give here. 
His remarks on the idolatries of 
Popery, and the quotations he makes 
in p. 204, et seq. from Mr. Gandol- 
phy’s Catechism, are equally indica- 
tive of his Protestant zeal. On this 
subject, his ingenuity, also is again 
employed, In unravelling a figure of 
considerable difficulty,viz. the image 
of the Roman beast made and set up 
to cuilty adoration by the two-horned 
beast, or the Pope and his clergy. 
This image, or likeness cf the secu- 
lar Roman beast or empire, has 
been understood by Mr. Faber and 
others, to mean, somehow or other, 
the idolatries of the Romish Church. 
Mr. Cuninghame alone has the cre- 
dit of suggesting that it may be con- 
sidered us an Image or resemblance 
of pagan idolatrous Rome, fabricated 


by © hristian Rome in the course of 


her superstiuious progress: and that 
the visible Christian Church placed 
by its idolatrous rites on an absolute 
Jevel with its Pagan predecessor, 
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was in fact the idol-image set up by 
the priesthood to be worshipped 1n 
all its plenitude of persecutingy om- 
nipotence and despotic infaliibility * 
To this, a3 a pew opinion, Mr. Cun- 
inghame expressly chalienges the 
Sifting eye of severe criticism, 
Betore we proceed to make some 
general observations on Mr. Cuning- 
hame’s plan, considered as a whole, 
we think it our duty to hint, although 
it is not without some fear and trem- 
bling, that we venture to do so to so 
grave a personage as an expounder 
of prophecy, that he appears to us 
occasionally under a somewhat un- 
due influence of the imagination. 
We had marked a few of his illustra- 


tions and allustons with the note of 


“fanciful: but the leneth to which 
this article has already extended, in- 
disposes us to descend to particulars, 
and, on second thoughts, we rather 
choose to jeave the naked hint to its 
own operation on our author’s mind, 
than endanger its efiect by a speciil- 
cation, which perhaps might,alter all, 
prove nothing but cur own stupidity. 

In reverung to some few gencral 
observations onthe present interest- 
ing publication, it is impossible not 
to express ourselves as somewhat 
Staygered at the important noveltics 
which it presents toour minds. We 
are aware of the strong remonstran- 
ces uttcred by Mir. Faber against 
Archdeacon Woodhouse’s canon of 
interpretation ; and we have our- 
selves sounded the trumpet of alarm, 
in our humble Review of the Arch- 
deacon’s work. Now we must not 
dissemble our conviction, that the 
game objections he in principic, if 


* In Mr. Caninghame’s explanation of 
“the tenth part of the city falling from it 
by anearthquake in the same sour with 
the second wo,” he differs from Mr Faber, 
who makes it the French Revolution ; and 
follows a valued correspondent of ours, 
signing himsclf Philo, (C. O. for 1810), in 
considering it as the noble defection of Enz- 
land from its connection with the beast, in 
the happy reformation of our national 
church. We must content ourselves in re- 
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not in degree, against the partial 
adoption of the same canon by Mr, 
Cuninghame. Whether the seventh 
seal be by the Aichdeacon mace 
contemporaneous with the first, or by 
Mr. Cuninghame be brought back 
only to the third, the princ.ple of 
succession is equally viosated; and 
it may be asked how, without an 
abuse of terms, that cap be cailed the 
seventh which, in point of fact ond 
of time, is the third. If this objec. 
tion be however palliated by the 
answer which Mr. Cuninghame may 
give, viz. that though the seventh 
seal begins with the third, their con- 
tents by no means end together ; the 
sull-tmore-cogent objection, in our 
mind, remains yet im full force, that 
an opening Is given by this means 
for a latitude of interpretation to 
which there can be no limits a8sign- 
ed. There is surely,at least, much 
strength In the argument, that had 
the Divine Spirit intended any one 
or more of these series of prophecy 
to be synchronical with another, 
some clear intimation to that effect 
weuld have been conveyed to the 
reader, similar to what we find in the 
book of Daniel: if, on the ocher 
hand, both the intimation itself is to 
be imagined, and then the exposition 
is to be founded on that Imaginary 
intimation, imagination may thus be 
heaped upon imagination, and theo- 
ry upon theory, till at length the 
expositor of prophecy sball lay hin- 
scli open to a charge, however un- 
justly and even flippantly it may on 
some occasions be urged. similar to 
that of the Indian who put the earth 
on an clephant and the elephant on 
a torloise. 

We own we write these things 
against our fonder prepossessions. 
We could wish Mr. Cunins hame 
had given us stronger external evi- 
dence for this inviting theory of the 
six first seals. Standing by itself, 
its internal probabilities are very 
great. Even Mr. Faber is destrous 


of giving these seals a= spiritual 
meaning, though we think him not 





i 








h 


3 


a] 
lr, 
bth 
ae 
by 
ck 
of 
nd 
al} 
he 
lid 
Ce 
he 
iy 
1th 
Ne 
he 
ur 
rat 
LS 
lo 


N- 


ch 
ad 
ne 
Cy 


ay 
@ | 


ct ~~ 


Cc 
He 
he 
cr 
to 
mY 


= ‘ ‘we ® 
we fi ~~, 


€ 
. 
sd 








314.1 Review of Cuninghame on the Apocalyptic Prophecies. 177 


., yet successful in his suggestions 
TTC Insp rt. We must own also, 
hot tHe macys of that part of 
je SINC Seat Which Is contained in 
he sevenli — of the Apoca. 
pose, to the mere temporal rest and 
pace of the Cnurch in the relgn of 
Constubune, lias always been most 
yisalSfa.iory to our mind. Never, 
snce We became acquainted with 
“ys seculur view of the passage, have 
we kuoWM that zest which our hap- 
pier days cf ignorance realized in 
the perusal of it; and which we 
most own the reasonings of Mr. 
Cusmebame have haif restored to 
ys. Phere is, besides, in the opening 


of thin Chapter, a mention made of 


four oietisg Wiech we do not cbseive 
Vr Conuthehome to have neoviced as 
wonaly analovous to Ue mention of 
giner Tour where ls in “bat he de CTS 
be corres pond ing chapter, the l4ch, 
Jescrbing the same period of jubilee 

the church. Qn the whole, we 

fhe forward to aso our obii- 


evton to Mr Cuntnehame in the 


srengest manner i he shall be able, 
by arguments @ priori, to convince 

»tbat the Apocalypse may justiy 
be deemed as foretediing, in its dil- 
erent Series, syuchronical events ; 
uct the evident retrogression found 
ithe hitthe book” may be consider- 
ed as precedent for the admission of 

ike retrograde motion mm other 
parts of the prophecy ;* that the opi- 


ion of antiquity, “of Victorinus, of 


Andrew, and of Arethas,’’ was clear- 
yin favour of this principle of pa- 
ruleiism in the mterpretation of the 
Apocalypse; that some canon may 
ve found capable of defining with 
sulhcient clearness how far this prin- 
m: don of interpret ation may be carri- 
ed, and where it must stop ; that, in 
the mean time, no such uncertainty 


need be excited ip the breasts of 


Te ee thec rae] j 
Ordinary readcrs by these vacillating 
* Some very appropriate remarks on this 
are ’ . ~ . ~ . 
head, and much in favour of Mr. Cuning- 
hame’s views, may be found in ihe judi- 


hous Bishop Newton’s 25th Dissertation, 


uch We stronzly recomin end to the con- 
‘eration of all parties, 


comments as to shake the very foun- 
dations of their faith in the records 
of prophecy ; and that, after ali, the 
difficulties which mect us In our 
study of the prophetical parts of 
Hoiy Writ ail tend. in the well. 
rcyulated mind, to carry on the great 
work of edification, to humble our 
reason, to exercise our faith, to 
quicken our watchfulness, and to 
stimulute our exertions in the pur- 
suit of truth. 

Tiough these suggestions may in 
some measure apply to Mr. Cuning- 
hame’s interpretation of the seven 
last vials, as well as of the six first 
seals, yet we admit there is some 
difference between the two. The 
Vials, as represenling only current 
events, must, of necessity, lic open 
to much uncertainty and debate. 


There is something in the turn of 


expression, when they are sald to be 
poured out, which we admit, with 
Mr. Cuninghame, to indicate a syn- 
chronical effusion. To synchronize 
With each other Is different from 
later ones preceding the earlier, 
Even Mr, Faber* admits the posst- 
bility, in the case of the seals, of one 
bevinning before another is termi- 
pated ; aud if not ending in succes. 
sion, Whether scals or vials, why Is it 
necessary they should begin in suc- 
cession ? At least, the synchronizing 
principle is partiaily admitted ; and 
we Cannot consider ourselves very 
far from granting the actual parallei- 
ism of the vials, lf we are brought 
aiready to the filth vial by means oi 
their successive effusion. 

Upon the paraliclism of the vials 
depends,in some measure, that most 
important question, respecting the 
termination of the 1260 years. It 
seems to be generally conceded that 
the first vial synchronizes with the 
blast of the seventh trumpet, which 
is generally supposed to have sound- 
ed in 1792: it is also supposed that 
the last vial syncronizes with the 
close of the 1260 years ; consequent- 
ly, if the first and last vial synchro- 


* On the Prophecies, vol. ul. p. S12. 
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nize with each other, the close of the 

260 years took place at the blast of 
the seventh trumpetin 1792. With 
this conclusion following from the 
premises, the reader will, doubtless, 
scruunize with an anxious eye, the 
reasonings on which Mr. Cuning- 
hame has built the parallelism of the 
vials. Probability must, after all, 
euide his judgement; and probability, 
as itis to be inferred from a variety 
ofindependent considerations, seems, 
on the whole, to be in favour otf a 
prolongation of the destined period. 
We have already given our opinion 
on the ressonings which date the 
commencement of the 1260 years 
from the grant of Phocas in 606; 
though we must own, on the other 
hand, that every fresh investigation 
into the circumstances of the earlier 
grant by Justinian, aided by the au- 
thoritative opinion of civilians, has 
entitled us to hold our favour for Mr. 
Kaber’s opinion with diminished 
force. Shcuid events have conunu- 
ed to look strongly towards the con- 
summation of the period in 1792, we 
should not have felt any surprise 
mncrely on the score of its supposed 
commencement In 606.—That com- 
mencement must lisell be collected 
from doubtful probabiliues, inde- 
pendent of the mere act of an em- 
peror at an early and dark period of 
history: Mr. Butt has placed it 
much carher than Mr, Cuninghame. 
Mr. Miiner has placed it later than 
Mr. Faber. 

But events, says Mr. Faber, look 
strongly against the fulfilment of Mr. 
Cuntnghame’s views. Of the thirty 
ycurs which are to succeed the 1260, 
and during which the final triumph 
of the saints at Armageddon is to be 
prepared, and the Jews to be restored 
to their native land, upwards of twen- 
ty years are now expired, and no 
signs appear of the triumph of the 
saints, of the speedy restoration of 
the Jews, or of those numerous and 

tenal events which are to bring the 
powers of Antichrist in contact with 
the kings of the North and the South. 
e—Every day as it passes, it must Le 
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acknowledged, placcs the fulfilment 
of Mr. Cuninghame’s vials, which 
are also those of Mr. Faber, respect. 
ing the revival of the power of 
France, as a rod of iron, to. brea: 
in pieces the nations,” at a greate 
distance. And, * if the expecia. 
tions of those persons should be 
realized,” who are of opinion that 
the military power of Bonaparte and 
of revolutionary France is drawing to 
a close, Mr. Cuninghame himself 
owns, “it will prove that he has en. 
tircly crred in some of the conjec- 
tures hazarded on future events.” 
What then can we do ourselves, what 
can we advise Mr, Cuninghame and 
his readers to do, but patiently and 
with humility to await the course of 
events ? Conjectures on futurity we 
always expect to sce disappoluted ; 
and we cannot say that they abound 
in Mr. Cuninghame’s work move 
than they must almost necessarily do 
in any similar attempt to Interpret 
prophecy. At the sanice time, we ae 
far from considcring Mr. Cuning- 
hame as decidedly wrong in any o! 
his conjectures, merely because the 
aspectot affuirsat the present monient 
tells against it. Our readers are 
aware that Mr. Faber aiso has so in- 
terpreted the fifth vial* as tomakelt 
consistent with “some gricvous ca- 
lamity,” at this very moment * mate- 
rially affecting the secular power of 
persecution, and filling his kingdom 
with consternation and confusion.” — 
But if this be true, and if, accorcaing 
to Mr. Cuninghame, that power shall 
be the sevenih head of the beast in 
the person of Bonaparte, may not 
his views of propbecy be at this mo- 
ment substantially fulfilling, though 
not in the way he anticipated? And 
when we observe the blow to bave 
been inflicted mainly from Russia 
and from Spain, we are reminded of 
Mr. Faber’s further sureestions in 
respect to the kings of the North 
ond of the South: and should it 
hereafter appear that this is, in fact, 
the war to have veen waced with 
Antichrist by the aforesaid kings; 


* Vol. ii. p. 405. 
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which, according to Mr. Faber, was 
« take place after the expiration of 
‘he 1260 years; it will afford to 
Mr. Cuninghame’s readers stronger 
cround than, perhaps, has yet been 
pointed out, for believing that that 
yeriod has expired. But we desist 
from these vague and unsatisfactory 
ipecalactone, and shall only remark 
hat for our OWN parts We can with 
lificulty persuade ourselves that the 
#uirs of Christendom are about to 
revert exactly to their old position, 
and to settle down precisely accord- 
ing to the old regime. Gladdened 
as , every Briton’s “heart must be by 
every day’s cheering intelligence, 
ihe Christian Observer must still 
wkea view of events different from 
those * who view a sky without a 
God.”? Inthe approaching prospects 
of triumph and peace, he learns to 
jssociate, by some means or other, 
in the counsels of Providence, the 
viumphs and peace of the Church. 
ile views the prostrate trunk, the 
cafiut mortuum of a Popish spirit, 
whether at home or abroad, as capa- 
bie no longer of lifting an arm, 
scarcely a breath, against the cause 
of true religion. “Phe contest, ancw 
one for Christendom, scems now be- 
tween vital religion and practical in- 
fidelity ; and if a short period of out- 
ward peace should proclaim “ the 
silence only of half an hour’? for the 
combat, who can doubt of the final 
event? In the new and eventful 
career which we might almost say is 
ertainly preparing for the Christian 
Church. who can tell how conspi- 
cuous a part May speedily be acted 
by the no-longer-forgotten nation of 
the Jews? A short period sufticed 
ior the redemption of this wondertul 
peopte from the land of Egypt; and 
Mr. C uninghame justiy remarks, 
“we have every reason to belicve 
that their future redemption, in the 
arvellous circumistances that shall 
iosinaies it, will resemble their 
ist redemption.’ p. 293.—-Phe 
martume nation’ expected ta be 
tic instrument of their restoration to 
sudea, is now in the zenith of its 
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themselves being judges,’’ possesscs 
what they loosely call an * omnipo- 
tence at sea,’ and which, at this 
moment, is capable of the greatest 
enterprizes, although it may not be 
of long continuance. In the bosom 
of this favoured country, the true re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ is, we trust, 
, daily gaining fresh triumphs: and, 
under our influence, through the 
remotest quarters of the world, the 
banners of truth begin to float on the 
towers of Paganism. Where shail 
these things stop? “ Who will stay 
his hand, or say, What dost thou?” 
We pretend not to divine the issue 
of this new series of things: nor to 
measure the distance of our brigh- 
tening horizon. We desire rather 
to be “ patient unto the coming of 
our Lord.’ Whilst we hail the 
symptoms of that mysterious but no 
less glorious time, When “ many shall 
run to and fro, and knowledge shall 
be increased,’’ and consider it as 
preparatory to the time when “the 
earth shall be filled with the knew- 
ledge of the Lord;’’ we yet conceive, 
with Mr. Cuninghame, “ that we 
cannot use too much caution in form- 
ing conjectures 
we would add the time, “of the ac- 
complishment of things future, and 
especially matters of so high a na- 
ture as those which relate to the 
great and dreadful day of the Lord,” 
Whilst “ the voice of judgement” and 
alarm is so unexpectedly, so miracu- 
lously, converted as Ina moment into 
‘the voice of mercy” and triumph, 
may we cqually feel with Mr, Cun- 
inghame, the cail they utter to re. 
pentance! Miay “the goodness of 
God lead us to repentance 1” And 
whilst the subli nest ther sale of pro- 
paccy are not unfit)’ occyy vIn our 


attention, let us, with our D IOUS UUs 
thor, think an Ings tnto tne nature 
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all men, from the prince upon the throne to 
the meanest of the people, are upona level. 
None are exempt from the corruption of a 
fallen nature, or the pollution of many ac- 
tual transgressions. The prince, there- 
fore, and the peasant, the noble and the 
plebeian, are equally called upon to ac- 
knowledge that corruption, and to confess 
these transgressions, to amend their ways, 
and to believe in the Son of God, who came 
down from heaven to save us from our sins, 
by the sacrifice of himself upon the cross.” 
p. 371. 

We conclude our remarks on this 
able and well-written dissertation, 
with a strong hope that we may meet 
Mr. Cuninghame again as an inteill- 
gent conductor through the mazes 
of prophecy in their gradual devel- 
opment. We think much may sull 
be added, for completeness sake, to 
the work, both in the body of the 
comment and its several details. It 
may be made sill less to wear the 
appearance of detached papers on 
isolated subjects, collected together 
into one volume. And we recom- 
mend, in a future edition, a copious 
index, or table of contents; together 
With a notation of chapier and verse, 
when the several passages of Scrip- 
ture on which he comments are in- 
troduced into the page. 

We cannot close this article with- 
out expressing ourselves most oblig- 
ed and honoured by the mention 
which Mr. Cuninghame has made 
of ovr name and humble work on 
many occasions. 
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The Imfutation upon the regular 
Clergy of not preaching the Gospel, 
briefly considered, in a Visitation 
Sermon, fireached in St. Michael's 
Church, Lewes, June 23, 1813, 
before the venerable Matthias 
D’Ouly, Archdeacon of Lewes, and 
the reverend the Clergy of the 
Deaneries of Lewes and Pevensey § 
and fiublished at their Request. 
By Samurut Tiottanp, M. D. 
(late Fellow of Worcester College, 
Oxtord) ; Rector of Poynings ; aid 
Domestic Chaplain to Lord Er- 


skine. Lewes: sould by W, a); 
A. Lee; and Rivingtons, Lorde, 
1813 


Ir was observed by the great Master 
of Roman cloquence, that it was im. 
possible to account for the SUTKiiy 
similarity in the style of the cup, 
temporsneous orators of differen: 
ages, but by concluding that ne 
had all imitated the same Penerg 
model.* This remark miay ve Ap. 
plied with equal irurh and propriety 
to the schools of ancient philosophy, 
and, in later tines, to sysiems of 
theology. In every age which igs 
been at all disttuyulsned by treeduiy 
of thought and discussion, able, or a 
least, boid and aspiring, men bave 
arisen, Who, by espousing some par. 
ticular VieWs In poll ics, SCLeNce, or 
religton, and by ai wenUy propagat. 
ae "their Opinions, have succceded 
more or jess extensively i attaching 
others to ther causi. TLence, tie 
distinction of parues in church aid 
State, and the writings and labours of 
disciples to extend and perpetuce 
the sentiments of their masters ; aid 
hence, also, on the part of those yi. 
alm at giving the tone to public opi 
nion on any important subject, the 
duty of carefully ascertaining tue 
truth of their principles, and, on the 
part of their tollowers, that of seri 
ously examining the grounds on 
which they are cntitled to confidence. 
Though it is not our intention, by 
these remarks, to insinuate, that tle 
author of the sermon before us bus 
taken his opinions upon trus:, and 
is merely the echo of other writers, 
it would be difficult for any one 
who has read a lute popular *“ Ap- 
peal to the Gospel; or, an — 
into the Justice of the Charge al 
leged by Methodists and other Ob- 
jectors, that the Gospel is not 
preached by the National Clergy,” 
not to recur to it linmediately, od 
glancing at the imputation up 
the Reguler Clergy of not pre.ci- 
ing the Gospel, briefly considered.” 


ony 


* Cic. de Orat. lib, 11... 2 
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The extensive circulation of Mr. 
Munt’s work has given rise to many 
minor compositions, both published 
and unpublished, on the same topic, 
and will probably continue for some 
time to produce similar effects. We 
might,perhaps,in consequence ofour 
having already entered so fuily into 
the general merits of the question,* 
have been excused from noticing 
Dr. Holiand’s publication. But Vi- 
sitalion Sermons, printed at the re- 
quest of a censide rable body of the 
clergy, though not always conclu. 
sive — of their scntiments, 
are yet entitied to more than erdi- 
nary attention; and in the present 
case, there Is a sufficient deerce of 
novelty to justify us in laying some 
account of it befere our readers, 
The design of this sermon ts obvi- 
ous from its ude. It appears, from 
the advertisement prefixed, to have 
been written “on the spur of the oc- 
casion,’? with little more than a ge- 


neral Impression of the charve 
brought agatnst the majority of the 
clet SY by certain writers 5, of having 


rsaken the doctrines of the Gospel. 
Mr. Plotiand conceived, therefore, 
cod very gustly, that it would be ex- 
pedientin publishing his sermon, to 
verity his representations by quota- 
tons from the authors to whom he 
rs. He has accordingly added an 
Appendix of * Extracts from Secta 
a2 Writers, and Notes.’? Now be- 
ere we proceed any further, we 
bee to direct the attention of our 
readers to the ¢7tle of these extracts. 
rhey 2 are stated to be from sectarian 
writers entioned ; 
ond that the term was not adopted 
Without intention, or merely witha 
view to describe, 
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“might well have been disregarded, 
w hen it was in the mouth of a few 
seceders from thechurch,’ “Lien, 
indeed,” continues the 
“might the accusation 
su fered to invalidate itsell. But, 
alus! it 1s not now trom the oe 
enmity alone of those who have leit 
the Establishment that we suffer this 


dishonour ; but from the misdirected 


prea her, 
have been 
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and from other preressedly Secta- 
rian Writers, was to be expected. 
That, after the example of Mr. 
Mant, quotations should also be 
made from Mr. Romaine and from 
Dr. Hawker, did not surprise us: 
but that, amidst this furrago of dis- 
sent and peculiarity in doc trine, the 
name of Mr. Wilberforce should be 
introduced, and with reference to 
this formidable charge, which is the 


eround-work of t sandy sermon, did in- 


deed excite in our minds feclings of 
mingled astonishment, indignation, 
and regret. “he passage from the 
* Practical View ’ ofthis distineuish- 


edlayman,which is quoted expressly 
as to this p: 
Jn our deys, the 

trines of Christianity 
altogether vanished from the view. 


‘int, is the fot Mowing — 
pee uitar coc. 
’ . 
have atmeost 
a <e a : es 
}iven in many sermons scarcely any 
traces of them are to be found.’ In 
a subsequent note, Dr. Holland hus 
edded another sentence from this 
cloguent wo 
cur churches no luncer wii 
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what is there In either of the passages 
extracted from his work, which is of 
a sectarian tendency, or which isnot 
completely borne out by unques- 
tionabie facts? They are both taken 
from that part of the “ Practical 
View,” in which a brief inquiry is 
instituted into the state of Caris- 
tianity in this country at the time 
when the author was writing, that Is 
inthe year 1797, vearly seventeen 
years since, tovether with some of 
the causes which led to it. Chris- 
tianity, at that period, was said to 
have vreatly deciined into a mere 
system of ethics; and the cause to 
which this unhappy declension was 
said to be princiealiy owing, was the 
revulsion of religious sentiment and 
feeling, consequent upon the gross 
abtise of the doctrines of grace by 
many of the sectaries in the reign 
of Charles the First. And is it not 
Notorious. that the divines of the 
Chorcheof Kogland subsequent to the 
Restoration, from a strong impres- 
sion of these abuses,and of the evils 
which nad resulted from them, did 
gradually run into the opposite ex- 
treme, unul the peculiar doctrines 
of Christicnity almost vanished from 
the vicw? This fact has been ac- 
knovledged by Secker and Porteus, 
by Barrington and rlorsley,and many 
other distingutsbed prelates of our 
church, who have laboured by their 
exhortations and examples, to raise 
the general tone of doctrinal preach- 
ingamongstthe clergy. It requires, 
indeed, but a very moderate acquain- 
tance with the current divinity of the 
hundred years preceding the publi- 
cationof Mr. Wilbertorce’s work,not 
to subscribe to the truth of both hits 
observations, that many sermons of 
that period exhibited but fuint traces 
of the pecuhar doctrines of the 
Gospel; and that, without comparing 
them to the seniimgnts of Calvin, 
as Dr. Hollond would seem to Insi- 
nuate, a marked discordance might 
be perceived between the prayers 
which prececed end many ot the 
sermons 
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which followed This de- 
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Reformation was most general and 
striking about the time at which 
Wesley and Whitefield commenced 
their bold and eccentric career. We 
are under no apprehension whatever, 
that our own principles will be mis- 
taken by any competent and candid 
judges, and therefore we feel no hesj- 
talon In expressing our opinion, that 
notwithstanding the irregulacity and 
enthusiasm of their proceedings, 
these extraordinary men were the 
instruments of rousing numbers in 
the Church of England out of the 
lethargy into which they had sunk, 
and of leading the way to a general 
recurrence to the evangelical doc. 
trines which had been so much neg. 
lected. Their efforts, however,tend- 
ed rather to make converts from the 
middle and lower orders of the laity, 
than from the rich and the learned, 
more especially of the clergy. The 
improvement, therefore, in the 
church at large was neither rapid 
nor prominent. To promote this, an 
impulse from a higher, and a more 
accredited quarter was required; 
and this we cannot but avow pro- 
ceeded in a great measure, though 
certainly in connexion with other 
coincident causes, from the animat- 
ed work of the eminent person to 
whom we are referring. Trom the 
peried of that important publication, 
a very decided difference has ap- 
peared in the divinity ofthe Church 
of ingland. Merely moral discour- 
ses bevan to be exploded, and the 
renuine doctrines of the Gospel were 
far more generally and earnestly in- 
culcated. The improvement in the 
state of things in this respect is per- 
fectly notorious, and forms one of 
the leading sources of congratula- 
tion and thankfulness at the present 
noment. Indeed, that any man, 
who on some points can write with 
candour and good sense, should, 
even with reference to the period 
when they were first puvlished, class 
the judicious and temperate animad- 
versions of Mr. Wilberforce on the 
state of the national religion, with 
the coarse and exaggerated accusa- 
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sions of the leaders of the Metho- 
gists, more than half a century pre- 
geding, Js an instance of that vulgar 
and indiscriminating censure which 
cannot but be deeply lamented. But 
that such an unseemly confusion 
should be made at the present day, 
when the fruits of his labours, and of 
those of many other pious and exccel- 
lent men, particularly among the 
clergy, are beheld and experienced 
in every part of the country, is al- 
most as prepostcrous as it is to hear 
the Roman Catholics of the nine- 
teenth century, enlightened and im- 
proved as they unquestionably are, 
inveighing against the Saxon Re- 
formers for the injustice and uncha- 
ritableness of their charges against 
the ignorance and corruption of the 
Church of Rome at the period of the 
{eformation. This is, unhappily, no 
new subject of complaint. We have 
had frequent occasion to animadvert 
upon it, and we seriously think that 
itis an offence of no slight magni- 
tude. While it continues to be com- 
mitted, we fear that the divisions 
which still subsist inthe church can 
scarcely be expected to be healed: 
we feel it, therelore, to be our duty 
lo expose and protest against it, 
whenever it falls under our notice ; 
more especially when, as in the 
present instance, it is of so glaring 
and palpable a nature. We were 
intending to proceed to some obser- 
vations on the force and propriety 
of general defences of any large 
body of men, such as the clergy ; 
but cur readers will probably wish, 
in the first place, to know something 
more distinctly of Dr.Holland’s ser- 
mon. To this, therefore, we shall 
previously attend. 

From the admirable manual of in- 
structions to the Christian minister 
given by St. Paul, in his Epistle to 
Titus, in which he exhorts his disci- 
ple to speak the things which be- 
come sound doctrine, the Reverend 
author proposes to shew, that in tlie 
doctrines which are preached by the 
reviular clergy of the Estabiished 
Church, they conform themsclves te 
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those excellent rules. Here, again, 
we are tempted to ask by the way, 
why this significant term regular ? 


Is it meant to be opposed to that of 


evangelical, which, whether assumed 
or ascribed, is well known to desig- 
nate a considerable body of the cler- 
gy; and Is it intended to insinute, 
that all who are described by the 
latter term are irregular either ec- 
clesiastically or morally, or both, 
and that all who reject it are every 
thing that the church requires them 
to be both in doctrine, practice, and 
discipline? How unwarranted are 
such insinuations and assumptions as 
these ! How notoriously contrary to 
truth and candour! But we will once 
more endeavour to pursue our 
course. 

In prosecuting the design which 
we have just stated, Dr. Holland pro- 
cecds to vindicate himself and his 
brethren on some of the leading 
points in which he conceives that 
they are accused of having aban- 
doned the form of sound doctrine. 

“© And first,’? says the learned au- 
thor, “ let us defend our addressing 
ourselves to the reason of our hear- 
ers 5”? and then he goes on, upon the 
whole very justly, though cursorily, 
to define the use and abuse of reason 
in matters of religion. We should 
not, perhaps, have used the expres- 
sion, that “Revelation itself is know- 
ledge submitted (if I may say it 
without irreverence) by the Creator 
to the reason of his creatures’ ’—be- 
cause, though we believe that the 
meaning of Dr. Holiand may be cor- 
rect, such a mode of speaking is 
liable to misconstruction ; but this is 
by no means material. The point 
on which we are altozethcr tn doubt 
is, to whom this whole topic was in- 
tended to refer? No quotatien from 
any sectarian writer is appended to 
any part of it,so that we can form no 
certain conjecture upon the subject. 
We should have been inclined, hed 
they ever been intreduced into the 
controversy, to suppose that the te- 
nets of the Quakers had been intend- 
ed; but this was prebabiy not the 


‘ ant = 
ee ee ee AS 
~ ees oY Sa eee 


































































































3 ve 
NN 2 


” 
Sa 





184 Rev. of Hollund’s Sermon on 


Itis very pos- 
sibie that tie leaders er the follow- 


Gis, strictly so called, 


cesien ol the author. 


may have unduly de} preciated th is 
noble focul.vy 3; and that some V 
ters, even Go. our own church, may 


oave sporen iv¢ ‘attousls olthe pro- 


vinice of reason WIA respect to reve- 
lation, But is there any thing of 
this nature in Mie. Wolberforce’s 
6 Practical View 3” In the sermons 


and other writings of many of the 
cleryy who would be classed by Dr. 
Holland amongst the evanyelical and 
irregular; or in our own pages, 
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The pext point upon which Dr, 
Holland thinks it necessary to vindi- 
cate those whom he styles the reru- 
Jay clergy, is, that they preach mora- 
iiy—-not the morality ef buman 
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that the efforts of the early Metho. 
dists, and of those in the church who 
have been called evangelical preach. 

ers,were chicfly direcied ; and, as we 
have belore observed, their endea. 

vours have been crowned with sig. 
nal success. Vhe doctrines of grace 
are more generally known, and more 
plainly taught. Dr. Holland, like 
Nir. Mant and many other respecta- 
ble writers of the same school, af. 
firms the necessity of a sincere anc 
humbie reliance upon the merits and 
intercession of the Sou of God ; and 
we rejoice in beavin» our testinvony 
thus far to the soundness of hisviews, 
But these divines conceive, that be- 
cause those whom they consider as 
their accusers are decided 1n their 
exclusion ol the bestand purest mo- 
ratity fvom claiming any share in the 
work of | prs aman in the sight 
of God, and bringing lisa to a State 
of reconciliation and ucceptance,they 
are a enemics to good works, 
ond teachers of a cangerous and h- 
ceniious doctrine. We are fully 
aware that the first leaders of the 
sine ete in the ardour of their 
preaching,were frequently betrayed 
ae laneuace vhich is Hable to sert- 
ous objections 5 that they dwelt too 
exclusively on the necessity of faith, 
and enforced with com parative fee. 
bieness that of good works ; and thit 
some writers of the Ist tablishmnent, 
who had embraceda highly C alvin inis- 
ue d boring ot doctrines, such as Mir. 
ey 
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gui repentance and houness © no man 


said See the Lord.” liany preacher 
of writer whatsoever teach not the 


things which become this * sound 


* but in any manner encou- 
rive their disciples to expsct salva. 
tiun While they continue the servants 
oi sth, or do bot strenuously c mole 
lor the necessity of a morality f 
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than it 4s agen ds to hear trom 
some of the re; sana cler7vy, we re- 
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sien them without hesitation to the 
reproof and c i which 
ticy yustly deserve. tis, however, 
very apparent that Dr. Holland has 
hot attended to the inipoertant dis- 
linction so plainly recomrnised by 
Scripture and our church, and soad- 
mirably pointed ont by Looker, in 
his sermon on justi£cation, betwee! 
the necessity of good works, the 
fruits of faith and the evidence of i 
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Sit icerity, and the exclusive office of 


faith, as “the only Aand which put- 
teth on Christ unto justification. ’* 


* Hooker, vol. ii. p. 474, Oxford edition, 
1793.—tIn one of his notes, Dr. ries id 
speaks in ter ms of just | praise of the le 
of ihe late Bishop of London, when} 
Professor of Divinity in the University of 
Oxford. The writer of this article remen \ 
bers, with much pleasure, his own aticnc 
ance on the course delivered by that emi- 
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We earnestly recommend to Dr.Hol- 
land the sia ity of the incomparable 
discourse froin which we have quoted 
ticse words. Were the sentiments 
which it contains fully understood 
wend cordiaily embraced, we should 
not have found elms in common with 
Many other writers, asserting, that 
when St. Paul, in his Enistle to the 
Romatu, appears to cepreciate good 
works, “in all such passages he 
means eather the cbservances of the 
Mosaic Law, on which the Jews 
Wwers want to build their proud pre- 
tensicns, or those works of which the 
Gerniiies might Ma di. sfeoaed to boast as 
having been the meritorious cause of 
their beine iicluded under the Chrise 
”* py. 21. This is 
the first time that we ever heard of 
the meriiorious works of the Gentile 
world! See a striking account of 
their excellence in the first chapter 
ofthe itpistle to the Romans, or in 
the classic 1] authors jias $272. After 
this, it is not wonderful that Dr. 
ifolland should also inform his reve- 
rend brethren, that St. Paul had zo¢ 
$9 mich to teach the Gentiles “ the 
rudiments ef moral duty, as to estab. 
lish their morality upon higher prin. 
ciples ;” that ** he had notso much to 
teach tke 


tian disfiensatio? 


pew 


moralevil, as to warn them of the pu- 
nishment due to siny which required 
no Icss an atonement than the death 
of the Son of God :”——and again, 
“to lead persons of a proud, sell. 
sufi icient virtue, to atknowledge 
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ne dectures from the notes which he teck 
of them at the time. Some of the most 
valuable parts of them were the recom- 
mendations to his pupils, interspersed 
througout the course ofthe most valuable 
thie olor » Lee Amon: rst thic Se, the 
writings of the Reformers, the immortal 
works of Jewell, Hooker, Pearson, Siillinge 
flect, and others, obtained a distirguish« d 
place; and to the study of them Dr. Mol- 
land may be assured that the sentiments 
contained in this Review of hos Seimin may 
be principally attributcd. 


bocks in) 


wicked the turpitude of 


* ven 








































These are really marvellous discove- 
ries. We had conceived, that the 
Gentiles had not only to be tauzht 
Motives to virtue, but, In many un. 
portant instances, the very nature of 
virtue, and the rules of moral duty; 
that they were absolutely ignorant, 
philosophers as well asthe muititude, 
of many fundamental branches of 
Christian morality, for which they had 
not even anaine ; and thet many of ihe 
dispositions and actions wich they 
ealicd virtuous were in trutn vicious 
and odious in the sight of God, and 
as much requiring forgiveucss as 
their acknowledged sins; that,so fur 
from merely necding to be warned of 
the punishment of sin, they wanted 
also to be taught wherein consisted 
the guilt and turpitude of moral evil ; 
and that, instead of having only to 
acknowledge “many unheeded im- 
perfections,’’? they had one and ail to 
lament their innumerable sins and 
omissions in deep humiliation and re- 
pentance. We could enlarge on this 
important topic; but our limits re- 
mind us that we must proceed to 
some other points which remain to 
be considered. 

Upon the subject of predestina- 
tion, which is the next in order, we 
gladly follow the example of Dr. 
Holland in being extremely brief. In 
the few lines, however, which he has 
devoted to it, weare sorry to say that 
he has much too easily assumed one 
ground of acknowledged debate, in 
asserting, that St. Paul merely in- 
tended to refer, in his Epistle to the 
Romans,to the national election of the 
Jews and the calling of the Gentiles, 
and not to individuals ; and that this 
is the sense in which the Apostle’s 
expressions were understood by our 
Reformers, and intended in the 17th 
Article of our church, He has also 
manifestly misrepresented, even by 
his own quotation of the passage, the 
sentiments of Calvin upon the danger 
of preaching the doctrine of predes- 
tination and reprobation in a crude 
and unguarded manner; and has suf. 
tered himself to give a representa- 
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tion of the Calvinistic system, which 
Is equal in €Xagyerallon to any with 
whict) we are acquimted ; lamely, 
that it describes the iste Being ag 
selecting © fur the future glories of 
his throne those who He foresees 
will, through the course of their exis. 
ence upon eurth, devase thelr nature 
by sensuality, aud potiute thei souls 
with vice 3” evidently implying, that 
In this sinful state they are to five 
and die. We are no Calvinists; but 
we are lovers of truth and Jusuice, 
and we ave persuaded that, except 
amidst the ravings of the Antino. 
mian, not even the silehtest traceg 
of such licenttous doctrines are to be 
found. Every sober-minded Calvin. 
ist, if indeed it be allowable to 
Imavine such a character, would 
start back with indienation and hor- 
ror fiom the piccures of their tenets, 
which their adversaries are much 
too frequently in the habit of drawing. 

We pass on to the ever-fruitful 
topics of sudden conversion and 
irresistible grace; upon which, as 
we have often before expressed our 
sentiments at large,* we shall not 
now long detain our readers. We 
perfectly agree with Dr. Holland and 
other writers, In saying, that the 
influence of Divine Grace is not 
intended to force men, whether they 
will or not, into the way of truth and 


holiness; nor ts this tye doctrine of 


the Methodists of suv ciass. Doubt- 
less the Holy Spirit operates upon 
the human min’ ti entire Consisicns 
cy with its rational iature, din tact, 
one of the main po ithotis of Cudvine 
ists is, that the wiluchee is cbhichly 
exercised upen the wtih and that 
when this, which they m intaia ts 
naturally depraved, has received a 
new and holy bias, tt Co operoces, us 
Anti-caivinisss reorescst, with te 
assisting: grace o: Grod la every part 
of the Christian ite 

The Methocisss and some others 


* See our Reviews of the Bishop of Line 
coln’s Refutation and Mr scort’s kep!s 
and Mant’s Baieptou Lyciures, vols. X, XI, 
and Xi, 
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save, doubtless, applied the sudden 
conversion Of St. Paul too indiscri- 
minately, and urged it in many 
respects ubwarrantably, They have 
gjsu Deen often enthusiastic and un- 
scripeural in their representations of 
the doctrine of regeneration, and 
evil has doubticss foliowed their 
errors On these poin's. But though 
they May have been extravagsnt in 
thelr views, We would by no means 
assert, that there Is no such thing 
in the present day as a cCompara- 
tively ens direction of the mind 
owalds religion, or inclination of 
he heart towards God ; muca less 
would we represent What the Scrip- 
copes describe as a real rcnovalion 
a man’s nature, as separable trom 
plism. It Is true, that the Converts 
mentioned by Dr. Holland, the Ech. 
ian Eunuch, Cornelius, Sergius 
Paulus, and Lydia, are instences of 
those Whose hearts were gvenuy and 
cridually opened, under tne use of 
means, to receive the truths of the 
Gospel ; nor did ay reasonable per. 
son ever deny that this is in tbe 
present day the most usua mode 
i) which the influences of Divine 
Grace operate upon ihe mind.* But 
goes it follow, that there were none 
1 the apostolic or in tater umes, 
who, like the jailor at Phiippt, were 
awakened and converted in a more 
widden and alarming manner; and 
who, instead of being prepared by 
uch previous discipline, were ar- 
ested by the grace of God in the 
midst of their sins, and, like the 
and excellent Colonel Gar. 
Gner, have been snatched ‘¢ as brands 
irom the burning /’? The freedom 
and the power of Divine Grace have, 
we know, becn too often abused to 


PIOUS 


* Dr. Holland labours hard, 
te, to prove that St. Matthew 
cheus were not unpre 
Christ. His arguments are by no means 
conclusive ; but ifthey were, what is rained 
Uy bits position? © The preparations of the 
MGN the Lord” We 
actee with him, 


Mm Serva 
historv 


ina long 
ee 
and Zac- 


BOQ rf in are from 


however, in bis 
tions on the ofthe woman of Sa- 
Maria, who certarnhs tappear by the 
account of the Evan velist to have been, 


Strictly speaking, converted by our Lord, 


doe Sti 


pared forthe call of 


purposes of enthusiasm and licen- 
tiousness. The conversion of the 
thief upon the cross, like that of St. 
Paul, has been unwarrantably ap- 
plied, and dangerously relied upon ; 
and the efficacy of faith even to the 
rreatcst sinners, and of the grace of 
God to convert and sanctify the most 
unholy, have perhaps been occa- 
sionally represented in an unscrip- 
tural manner. But, after all, the 
hopes and promises of the Gospel 
do extend even to those cases which 
with men may appear to be impos- 
sible. The dying sinner ought still 
to be exhorted to look, not as Dr, 

Holland would represent it, “ with- 
out any endeavour on his part,’’ but 
with an eye of faith, with heartfelt 
trust and reliance, to Him who was 
lilted up lke the brazen serpent in 
the wilderness amidst the wounded 
and the dying Israelites, and whois 
‘“ mighty to save,’ even “to the 
uttermost,’ all that, at whatever 
period, and under whatever circum- 
staices, ** come unto God by him.” 
Doctor Hoiland asks. in’ his pote 
upon this subject, ** Were not then 
the Foolish Virgins too late? Were 
hot those persons, too, guilty, who, 
when presuming upon our Saviour’s 
having eaten and drunken with them 
upon earth, they cried - Lord, Lord, 
open unto ws,’ received their Lord’s 
refusal? We answer, Unquesvona- 
biy the foolish virgins were too late ; 
because they neglected the oppor. 
tunity of being prepared for the 
feast, and sought for admission when 
*the door was shut; that is, in 
plainer terms, because they neglected 
the means of grace, and implored 
salvation when the day of trial was 
over. Undoubtedly also the other 
persons referred to were also guilty, 
because they were hypocrites, and 
continued mareoe® lite the ** workers 
of iniquity. Kut does the first in- 
afford any recson why the 
idenene wio with bis whole heart 
actually enters the vinevard even 
at the cleventh hour, should Jose his 
reward; or the 
ungodly, who with 
heart and lively fait! 
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‘othe hope set before him in the 
Grospel, even though he should have 
no other means or opportunity of 
manifesting his sincerity, should be 
rerected? ‘This would be to cir- 
cumscribe the power ams the race 
of God In Jesus Christ, and to deny 
to that Almighty Saviour one oi his 
distinguishing glories, Though the 
work of sanctification and the fruits 
of holiness ferm the most ern 
cal criterion of acceptance with Go 
yet let it not be forvotten, that he 
who truly believeth in the ¢ 
(sod may ware the witness of his 
adoption in himself; and that, deccit. 
ful as is the heart above all things, 
Ife who has access to the work of 
his own hands may vouchsafe even 
to the trembling penitent on a ciperail 
bed, though we conccive that for th 

Wisest reasons this may not be a 
common case, not an arrogant or 
enthusiastic, but a bumble and well. 
srounded hope of forgiveness and 
salvation. 

‘The last topic of vindication to 
which Dr. Holland refers, is from 
the complaiat of lukewarmness in 
the addresses cf his revviar brethren 
to the —— and their want of 
zeal in ureing om 
by the a an soy stronecst mo tive, 
namely, the Ik of Ged. Here 
Yan, as in t 
there are some thines as to which 
weerree with the re 
and ovhers in which we feel com- 


Hetled to differ trom him. vided en- 


. 


en to their duty, 


} r . 4 
ne Orme! instance Cry 


verend author, 


rely arree with him da thinkine, 
that many religionis!s have addr: Baal 
the Divine Majesty in terms of irre- 
erent familiarity; that the languarre 
oP haman affection and the mystic a 
ailusions ef the Song of Sclomcu have 
been most i Ppreperly trunsierred to 
ine exercises of devotion. and the 
expression of reltzious feeling. But 


., erie ° 
while we conden the excess of such 


eee . ff sonal ee 
practices, let us beware ol! the con. 
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SiDOisity Mia Y tPrHe CEVOLIOG te nicl 
renuine love of God may be disti- 
eured by the entuusiastic or eppa 
revuly hire aah 7 cy Dy {i} veal Ty 









may array them ; but it is difficult to 
give much credit for their XI sterice, 
or at least for their warmth apg 
liveliness, where there js a total] 
studied nezlect er contempt 


aid 


of the 


ordinary modes br which they are 
istineist Cie Tn ra stim! ir dl ey 
we avreo with Lir, dlolland tn say ine, 
. ° ¢ ) 

thet the love ef God, though the 
Es 2 Cm ahd) 
h-ghest — motive to cbedience, hys 
besa by some preachers and writers 
‘nsisted upon too exciusively, to the 
neriect Oo. tac various other moiives 
Whica are urred upon us In Scrip, 
ture; and that it is the cutv of the 
clerey to employ evei ncculive, 


Sa i i easel Yea . 

f OOL, CAiiks the threat. 
ne ee oe { ty LAN 'y Pere 

c iln Oi €V¥lig the Hope On1 heaven, 


and the dread of heil, to 


ehvrare 
Ck th AIT Pe ‘ 7 
MmanasocG tO oc earncst and ai! vent 
ba * erry rte yy } ip , 
in the Saag work of their salvation, 


But while we Pac ign ide 
maust at ees same time ob: 
in the notes 
2 Holland has 
evidentiy fallen into the common 
cundcing the principle of 
love to Grod and the affection itselfas 
isting in the heart of every real 
practical effects 

CErily. The 
Cistinction is a most impcrtant one, 
and, except In religion, could not be 
mistaken or overlooked. Doubtie 
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love of God, th: 
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il We Keep his com- 


? 
solid and unequivocal proof and test 
that we really love God. Hut must 


not the principle jirst exist in the 
beart? Can the evidence of the 
vive clion, prec affection itself? 
“ofa man leve me,” suid our blessed 
Lord, “he will keep my command- 
ments’? Sle that loveth me no 


CECE the 
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We must first love God bpetore we 
can obey him: we 
ss 


aviour beiore we can be his true 
discipies. Vise rround work of the 
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fallacy which we are combatlg 1s 
this: many persons hastily sé izing 


the notion ef obedience be ‘Ing the 
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perhaps from their own practice, or 
the example of the world around 
chem, and then conclude that this 
detective obedience Is a or pie 
proot of their love to God and th 
Redeemer, and that every thing i 
yond or distinct from it, is hypocrisy 
or enthusiasm. The absurdity of 
such a mode of arguing is apparent 
from considering it with reference 
to human affection. Does any one 
belicve that love can be outwardly 
expressed, if it be not previously 
rooted in the heart? Does the parent, 
the husband, or the wile think thus 
of the affections which they require ? 
Or would they be persuaded a the 
reality and sincerity and warmth of 
those effectior 13, if, instead of an ani- 
ma ted, watchful, universal, and per- 
severing regard to their wishes and 
their happiness, the persors from 
whom they justly expected those 
proots ofattachment, were cold, aeg- 
ligent, partial, and wavering In their 
duty and service? Men understand 
these things too well to beso deceived. 
Nor is the difference great when we 
refer these observations to the love 
of God. If it be genuine and lively, 
it will undoubtedly prompt to active, 
enlarged, and steady obedience, and 
is manifestly counterfeit if it be defi- 
cient in these proofs of its existence 
But if the love of God and of Christ 
he not first implanted in the heart 
by ihe influence of Divine Grace; if 
itbe not the result of faith in the 
mercies of redemption, and the ex- 
pression of gratitude to Him who 
first loved us~~to Him who died for 
us and rose again; in vain shall we 
lock for the proots of obedience ; of 
such iti at least, as will be 
to ourselves the criterion of acce p- 
tance, the companion of hope, and 
the earnest of salvation.* Notwith- 


Dr. Holjand to acd, 


it interpretati f 


* It is but justice fo 

that he has given the riz on of 

hom v, 5, in veferring the Jove of God,” 

Which is there meationed’, to his tove to tS, 

and not as some have erroveot 
our love to Go a 
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standing the contempt with which 
Dr. Hoiland appears to treat such 
sentiments, we have, therefore, no 
difficuliy in suying, that * love is the 
fulfilling of the law’—that if the 
love of God rule in the heart, it will 
purify it from the love of sin, and 
lead to conscientious and universal 
obedience ; and that the pious author 
of the Night Thoughts, whom our 
Reverend Author calls an anonymous 
Poet, quoted by Mr. Romaine in a 
passage on which he animadverts, 
spoke the language not only of fecl- 
ing, but of truth and soberness, when, 
addre ssing our Divine Lord and 
Master, he exclaimed, 


The grand morality is love of Thee ! 

Before we close this article, we 
shali give a more lengthened speci- 
men of Dr, Holland’s sentiments and 
style of writing than we have yet 
ion It is taken from the conciud- 
ing pages of his sermon. 


‘6 In the short view,” savs the Reverend 
Author, “which I have taken of some of 
the principal charges brought against the 
recular clergy, it has been far from my in- 
ieation, (it would indeed be a prostitution 
of my sacred office) to invent excuses for 
any neglect of our minis ter ialduties, How- 
ever r arely, I trust, the charge of real neg- 
lect can be establi shed against individuais 
ot the order, of those who give occasion 
for the reproach I would not willingly be- 
come the advocate. The holy interests of 
religion require that its min isters should be 
free, if in a licenticus world it would be 
possible, from even the imputation of 
blame, But when the purity of our poc- 
TRINES Is — ached, it becomes the dutv 
of every minister of the church, however 
humble his ability, to stand forward jn 
their vindication.” 
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forth, then the ear; and after that the full 
corn in the ear; and though it may not be 
granted to those who sow the seed, to sce 
the harvest in its full perfection, let ws not 
be weary in well doing, for in due season we 
shall reap if ave faint not, if not m this 
world, certainly in the world to come.’ 

“ Above all thi ings, We must not — 
the word of God deceitfuully ; but by mani- 
trith, comme nl ourselves to 
every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 
We must beware of Paste our hearers 
with enticing words, lest we be eguide them 
and ourselves of our everlasting reward. 
Whiie we forbear to mathe the heart cf the 
rivhteoss sad, whom the Lord bath net 
made sad, we are equally enjoined not to 
say peace where there is no peace ; and there 
is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked, 
We must not foster that spiritual pride 
which, not more for his own honour than 
for our prokit, God himself resisteth. We 
must cherish that simplicity of mind, that 
humility of heart, which is the first lesson 
of Christianity, and to which God giveth 
grace. We must urge our hearers, in the 
earnest language of the holy Apostle, whom 

have so often had occasion to quote, to be 
stelfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
QUO) rh of the Lord , forasmuch as they hnots 
that their labour is not invain in the Lord.” 


It can scarcely be necessary for 
us to observe, that in many of the 
sentiments expressed in the preced- 
ing passages, we most cordially con- 
cur. ‘The anxiety which the author 


evidently feels, that the great body of 


the clergy may be faithtul and dili- 
gent in the discharge of their sacred 
duties, is highly laudable ; nor do 
we materially differ from him in his 
repres sentation ol tne nature apd con- 
ditions of the Christian iile. Theve 
are, however, two points on whica 
we must offer a few concluding 
remarks. 

We think, in the first place, that 
when Dr. Liolland suggests to his 
brethren, that they must not expect 
olien to produce * marked” as weil 
as * sudden’? effects by their preach- 
ing, though he may ‘possibly mean 
by the former of those expressions 
something similar to the latter, thie 
observation has a tendency rather to 
discourage than to animate ministe- 
rialexerdons. We will most readily 


discard the expectation of sudden 
effects from their preaching, if by 
that term any thing unsound and ep. 
thusiastic be intended ; but we depre. 
cate the dismission of hope, as to 
the marked success of their labours, 
We fear that such a mode of speak. 
ing is calculated to render those who 
perceive but little or no eect from 
their ministry contented with that 
negative and unprohtable result of 
their instructions. ‘he metaphor 
adopted by Dr. Holland of the seed 
sown in the natural world Is doubt- 
less scriptural and appropriate — 
But does the husbandman look for 
no marked effects of his labours? 
Is he contented that the seed should 
always remain buried in the ground? 
‘Is he not anxious to dehold first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full corn 
in the ear?” And if no symptoms of 
vegetation should appear, or no pros- 
pect of harvest should gladden his 
heart, would he not conclude either 
that the seed had not been “ good,” 
or that the soil wags barren? It is 
true that the spiritual husbandman 
cannot expect to sec the harvest in 
its full perfection in the present 
world, but he may and ought to ex- 
pect to witness its first fruits. And 
though we are well aware, that suc- 
cess 1s not invariably the criterion of 
excellence in the labourer, it is a 
part of his character to dock for it, 
and to be satisfied with nothing short 
of it; and in general we believe it will 
be found, that some striking, mark- 
cd, and valuable effects do follow the 
exertions of eyery faithful minister 
of the Gospel. 

Our second and last remark upon 
this sermon respects the general 
design of the whole. It professes 
to be a yindication of the regu- 
Jar, that is, as we presume Dr. 
Holland would be understood, the 
great majority of the clergy, in 


opposition to the supposed smaller 
number of those who are termed 
he Reverend Author 
arge of real neg- 


evangelical, 
trusts that the ch 





se! 
pu 
pe 


Wi 





h, 





en 

y 
ne 
C.« 
lo 





ject can be but rarely established 
against Individuals of the order, and 
seems Plainly to intimate that the 
purity of their doctrizes is unim- 
peachable. Now, as on a former 
occasion, we Cannot help expressing 
our surprise, that any sensible man, 
noderately acquainted with the 
world, should venture upon the 
hazardous experiment of becoming 
thus responsible either for the faith 
or practice of so large a body, even of 
his brethren. The clergy,in gene- 
ral, we really believe to be at least 
equal in professional knowledge and 
respectability to any other order of 
men. But discarding, as Protes- 
tants, every notion of infallibility, or 
necessary sanctity, why is it that 
those of them who disdal.: fully reject 
any distinctive appellation which 
may seem to imply some spiritual 
superiority, should be represented as 
ulmost immaculate In conduct, and 
irreprehensible in doctrine? To be 
complimented with this character 
may be very gratifying to their feel- 
ings, and is, doubiless, often done 
with great sincerity ; but is it cither 
wise or probably well founded '— 
Would Dr. Holland be willing to 
vouch in a similar manner for the 
professional information and skill of 
all the members of the learned fa- 
culty to which we believe he himseif 
formerly belonged? Would not such 
an undertaking be deemed, by every 
competent judge, rash, delusive, 
and unsatisfactory! We put the 
case very favourably when we sug- 
eest such a comparison; because 
itis a@ firtori far more probable, that 
the members of any secular profes- 
sion, in which success too, be it re- 
membered, depends almost exclu- 
sively, upon merit, (not, we fear, the 
easc in the church), should be well- 
informaed and able, than that this 
should be equally true with respect 
to those whose acguirements and 
excellence relate to subjects remote 
irom our natural apprehensions, and 
ina reat measure contrary to our 
natural dispositions and habits. Cer- 
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tain we are, that there is nothing 
in the education of the clergy which 
can afford any positive ground of 
security against incompetency or 
even error, or which can warrant the 
presumption that with the very few 
exceptions admitted by Dr. Holland, 
they will ail be found workmen that 
need not to be ashamed, rightly “di- 
viding,” and strenuously inculcating, 
“the word of truth,’ We cannot 
justly be suspected of being deficient 
in respect to the great body of the 
English clergy ; but we know too 
much of the weakness and corrup- 
tion of man, not to be convinced, 
that every order in society stands in 
need rather of incitements to self- 
difidence and exertion than to seif- 
complacency and ease. We greatly 
regret, therefore, the publication of 
such general vindications, and such 
indiscriminate praise, as the sermon 
beiore us contains. Addresses of 
this nature to the clergy, in order to 
be really profitable, should be of a 
diferent description. While they 
ought to encourage ministerial Ja- 
bours, and to breathe the spirit of 
that charity which “hopeth all 
things ;’’ they should tend also to 
lead those who are the objects ofthem 
to serious self-examination, and to 
excite them to higher measures of 
dufy and watchfulness. We are 
perfectly ready to admit, that occa- 
sions will arise, on which the vindi- 
cation of the clergy from false or 
exaggerated charges becomes abso- 
lutely necessary. We are no less 
willing to allow, that there was room 
for something of this kind in the case 
which we have been discussing. The 
clergy in general have ceriainly 
been too harshly censured, and their 
labours too much depreciated, by 
many of the seceders from the 
church; and we are not ignorant 
that in the parishes of many exem- 
plary ministers, the efforts of Secta- 
ries to alienate the affections of their 
parishioners have been frequently 
most unchristian and unwarrantabte, 
Tn all these cases, however, deeply 
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as they are to be lamented, and cal- 
culated as they are to excite the dis- 
Satisfaction of the clergy ; as well as 
respect eptaine which is 
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ministers. The majority ofthe peo. 
ple are still churchmen, and retain 
prepossessions in favour of the Esta. 
blishment which nothing can de. 
stroy, while the clergy are true to 
the principles of the Reformation, 
and exhibit patterns of pastoral dili- 
e andcare. We trust that the 
ie of such ministers 1s daily 
enlarging ; aud we hail this &ppear- 

ance, as the surest prognostic not 
only of the securit y of our church, 
but of its preservation, as the source 
of the most important blessings to 
ourscives and to the world at large. 
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been engaged in 
muplacabie hostility of 
lol, this extracrdiner 
specimen ¢f the style cf 
expression whieh belong to this pei 
work; the on iv work, we believe, which, 
equally in Geflance of patriotism and truth, 
now advocates the cause of Bonaparte. 
Phe wars which he has waged within “a 
few vears” (poor injured, persecuted man!) 
have, it seems, been ‘defensive wars.” 


VuUrious cs 
passage 
sentiment and 
rodiea 


they have been wars, too, undertaken for 
the pr irpose of “repelhag: the implacable 


hostility of various despots!” We admit that, 
with persons of the known character and 
seclings of those who conduct this work, it 
were vain to attempt to shew that Bona- 
parte was the aggressor in the war he now 
waces with Creat Britain; or that George 
iJi. is not an implacable despot But what 
will this pretended advocate of liberty and 
maderation, but real friend of despotism 
ce, say Of Bonaparte’s proceed- 
Domingo ? 
ar of extermination in that island ; his 

i treachery towards the ‘Minstri- 
his letting loose an army 
withovt 
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sere of the revuoluuionary noyades and fu- 
vgdes OF LYoas and ihe Loire ? What will 
ye say of Somaparie’s couduct towards 
cyain and Portugat? Were Charles I1V., 
and ferdinand, aul the Prince Regent of 
pormaral, actuaced by a spirit of :mplaca- 
ble hostility to Bonaparte, which forced 
hm to arm in pure sclf-defence?) What 
will this writer say algo of the invasion of 
Russia IN LS12? Was that, likewise, a de- 
fe, sive Measure? Persons who, whether 
fom mouves vi interes:, or from the love of 
what's base sad Cetestable ; whether from 


hatred to thie grinding oppression of the Bri- 


tish 
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Government, or affection for the mld 
sway of Bonaparte ; persons, whatcver be 
their motives, who can thus prostitute their 
pens, m corrupting the best feelings and 
preferences of our nature, are chargeable 
with treason, not against their own country 
merely, but against the whole human race, 
W re scarcely be! lieve thatevena Frenchman 
of intelligence couid now be found, who 
would describe Bonapart te *s wars, of the 
last “few vears,” as defensive wars, and 
—— designate these who were arr.ved 

rainst hii. as wespots, aciuated by rnpla- 
cable haseslity ° 
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produce alarm and uncertainty at the settle. 
ments. Tne mission among the Cherokees 
had proceeded without disturbance. In 
transmitting these reports from Bethlehem, 
in Pennsylvania, one of the Missionaries 
observes :—**O how much do we wish that 
peace may be soon restored between Great 
Britain and the United States, as also be- 
tween the belligerent powers in Europe! 
And how consoling it is that we feel aad 
enjoy, amidst the present calamities on 
earth, true spiritual union with all children 
of God, of every nation and party, and that 
peace, which the world can neither rive 
Ror take away !” 


IV. Wesr-Ixprrs. 

1. Rarhawses, —A letter from Sharon, in 
that island, dated May 30, 1812, states as 
follows :— 

‘* Amidst all causes for complaint which 
might be mentioned, we have also great 
reason to be humbly thankful to the Lord 
Yor many mercies, and we yet perceive, 
that the Gospel is not preached in vain. 
As a proof of this assertion, I may quote, 
that our Sunday service is in general well 
attended by a serious congregation of ne- 
grroes, both belonging to us, and strangers. 
Jt is true, that in the week-days our own 
poop do nut come to church as much as 
we could wish; but when we consider the 
great distance of some, and the peculiar 
situation of others, we she suid not hastily 
pronounce this seeming negiect to arise 
from indifierence to their souls’ concerns, 
} assure you, that 1 have frequently con- 
versed with some of our negroes concern- 
ing the state of their souls, when they have 
spoken as freely and experimentaliy of the 
Lord’s dealings with them, and their de- 
sire to hve for Him in this world, as [ 
have ever heard the most truly canverted 
persons in Europe do; and their life and 
conversation prove, that it is not mere talk. 

It then gives an account of the alarm 
eaused throughout the island, by the extra- 
ordinary darkness which occurred on the 
50th of April, 1812, in consequence of the 
volcanic eruption of Mount Soulflrier, in St. 
Vincent's. The darkness continued from 
six in the morning till past noon, attended 
with showers of dust. 

* About one, a little li¢ht from the sun’s 
ravs appeared, to the great comfort of every 
human being inthe island. About three 
o'clock many negroes, from far and pcar, 
assembled together in our church, forming 
a large congregation, to whom a discourse 
was delivered on the Scripture-text for the 
day: ‘The works cf His hands are verity 


and judgment 5 all his commandments are 
sure.’ Ps. cxi.7 ; ;—concluding With fervens 
prayer. The attention and devotion of the 
auditory was great. 

“The creat church of Bridgetown was, 
on this aw vful day ,so much crowded, th: atit 
could hardly contain the people, w ho, at 1] 
o’clock in the forenoo , With lanthorns jp 
their hands, took refuge in the house of 
prayer; so great was the consternation of 
all the inhabitants.” 

2. Surinam —An attempt has been made 
to renew the mission among the Aranack 
Indians, on the river Corentyn. The Mis. 
sionaries employed on this service, reached 
their destination in June, 1812. In the fol. 
lowing September they were wellin health, 
and oecupied with forming their settle. 
ments. ‘The baptized tndians were dili. 
gent in their attendance on Divine worship, 
Th e spirit of the men who have hazarded 
their lives in this perifous undertaking,will 
be seen from the following extract of one 
of their letters :— 

“ We have settled in the midst of a thick 
forest, which cannot be converted into a 


‘fruitful field, without persevering and great 


exertions. Yet, by the Lord’s blessing, we 
hope, that in a reasonable time, we shall 
reap the fruits of our labour with thankful 
hearts, earned truly by the sweat of the 
brow, inthis extremely hot climate. You 
would, indeed, not guess, that we were ap- 
pointed and ordained to a clerical cflice, if 
you were to see us 1n our daily work, dig- 
ging and delving, feliing trees, and cutting 
our way through bushes. The underwocd 
is exceedingly thick and interwoven, but 
patience and perseverance will work through 
itintime. This is atl made easy to us by 
that reflection, that whatsoever we cio, we 
do in the name of our Saviour, whom we 
delight to serve. O! if our mouths were 
but soon opened, and our tongues loosened, 
to declare the word of His cross and all- 
sufficient atonement to these brown hea- 
then, who now appear so listless, and indi: 
ferent towards it, that by its power they 
might be renewed tn spirit, and give them- 
selves up to Him,who has also for them sut- 
fered the bitter agony of an ignominious 
death, to redeem them from the slavery of 
sin.” 

‘The mission among the free negroes at 
Bambey seems to lang ‘uish for want of aid 
from Kurope. The ne gvoes, also, are said 


to be adverse torestraint and good counsel. 
Some encouraging hopes, however, were @- 
forded, by several of them owning their 
defection, she wing contrition, and desiring 
to be again restored to spiritual life. 
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At Paramaribo, the prospect was much 

gure encouraging, 
“«Jie number of new people has in- 
creased this year, more than at any former 
jeriod ; aod our hearts are filled with hum- 
ble joy and thankfulness, whenever we meet 
‘jthe presence of our Saviour, and reccive 
enewed assurances, that the word of His 
cross, Which we preach in weaknees, is ac- 
companied with power and the demonstra- 
ion Of His Spirit in the hearts of our 
bearers.” 

Again c— 

« We have much cause to extol the sav- 
ingname of our God and Saviour, Ue is 
with us, and blesses our ministry. More 
Negroes are awakened from the sleep of 
sin by the power of the Gospel, and the new 
people ainount now to thirty-eight. On 
every monthly prayer-day, some are added 
tythe church by holy baptism, and others 
are admitted partaekers of the Lord’s Sunr- 
per on ComMunion-days. Since the begin- 
ying Of this year, thirty-vight adults and 
welve children have been baptized, and 
fuiy-five persons added to the commuii- 
cuits. Nine were excluded, but we had the 
satisfaction to re-admiut fourteen, who re- 
turned and showed sincere repentance. 
Seventeen have departed this life, rejvicing 
in hope of the salvation of their souls, 
trough the merits of our Saviour.—We 
ae now under the pressing necessity of en- 
larging our church, which for these many 
years has needed repair, and is much too 
small for the increasing number, both of the 
congregation and other hearers, who con- 
stantly attend Divine worship.” 

“We look with confidence to the wil- 
lingness of our brethren and friends in Eu- 
rope, and (since we are now British sub- 
jects} in England, to help us, and request 
ikem herewith most earnestly to consider 
the work of our Lord in this country also, 
ind to assist us by such donations as they 
may have ability and willingness to bestow 
uponus. We shall hardly be able to com. 
plete it under S002. sterling, or near 10,000 
guilders paper currency. 

* You will rejoice to hear, with what 
cheerfulness our chapel-servants and negro 
assistants proposed to lend a helping hand 
inthis work. They ofiecred to encourage 
he whole congregation to take share not 
valy in bringing the building materials, Ke, 
tu the spot, but in giving their mite towards 
it. We have lately had several instances 
of their willingness to do allin their power 
to support the mission,” 


Several striking instances of the liberali- 
'y of the poor Negroes are then given, 
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and they are accompanied by the following 
remark on the part of the Missionaries :— 

‘‘ We were greatly afiected by the willing 
spirit prevailing in our congregation, and 
had encouraging proofs of the truth of the 
frequent declaration of the Negroes, that 
the word of God, preached in this place, 1s 
to them a most precious treasure, and their 
assembling themselves together to hear it 
and eijoy Christian instruction and fellow- 
ship, their chief delight.” 

The church has since been so far ad- 
vanced, that it was used for public worship 
in the Passion Week of 1813. Though en- 
larred by one-third, throughout the whole 
week the auditory was so numerous that 
many were obliged to stand before the doors 
and windows. On Good lriday evening, 
2000 Negroes were present, 

*¢ Our pravers were fervent to the Lord : 
that, by His Snirit, Me might cause the 
word of the Cross to be the power of God 
unto salvation to many of their souls, and 
grant tiem faith in their crucified Ree 
deemer, 

“On Maunday Thursday, 111 brethren 
and 175 sisters were presenti at the celebra- 
tion of the Lore’s Supper. 

‘Three adults were baptized on Easter 
Monday, and 18 were added to the class 
of new people, who scemed to have been 
awakened during the Passion-Week, and 
led to serious concern for the salvation of 
their souls,” 

‘* At the close of the year 1812, our con- 
gregation of Christian Negroes at Parama- 
ribo, consisted of 400 communicants; 42 
baptized adults, not yet admitted to the 
Lord’s Supper; 65 baptized children: in 
all, 507 persons, besides candidates and 
catechumens,” 

3. Famaica.—The following are extracts 
of letters received from the Missionaries in 
this island :— 

* Bogue, April 5, 1812.—Being Sunday, 
I went, in the morning, as usual, to Elim, 
where [ had an attentive auditory. In the 
evening, the meetings were well attended 
at the Bogue. Since the last baptism at 
Easter, we have the satisfaction to see 
many Negroes coming to inquire when they 
may be baptized; which gives us a good 
opportunity to speak with them of the ne- 
cessity of conversion, and a total change of 
heart, to be wrought by the Lord and His 
Spirit, before baptism can be of any avail 
to them,” 

“ June 13.—The meetings both at Flim 
and here (the Bogue), continued to be weil 
attended by both the members of the con- 
geregation and strange Negroes. Both in 
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the classes, and when we-spoke with the 
individuals, we felt much encouraged by 
the proots we lad | of a work of the Holy 
Spirit in their souls ” 

“Sept. 15.—Being prayer-day, four 
adults received holy baptism. An unusual 
number of Negroes attended at this solen- 
nity, and the Lurd gave me grace to speak, 
from the fulness of my heait, of Mis desire, 
that not any should perish, but all come to 
the knowiedge of the truia, repent, and 
believe the Gospel, that thus they might 
uttain remission of sins in His blood. Sev- 
eral came afterwards, and desired their 
names to he written dow n, expressing their 
determination to give their hearts to the 
Lord Jesus, and become members of His 
church, 

‘ 16th.—At the class of the new people 
22 were present, 11 belonging to this estate, 
and llto Elim. [tis pleasing to sce the 
eagerness with which they come to this 
meeting, We are chiefly occupied in it 

with asking questions, ani Le xplaining texts 
of Scripture, which they have learnt to re- 
peat, especially such portions as refer to 
holy baptism. ‘They are all anxious that 
they may not come behind, in giving: pro- 
per answers, and therefore never stay away, 
but from the most urgent necessiry. We 
find, that the way here ado} ted makes more 
lasting impressions upon their minds, than 
any discourse delivered to them.” 

“Dec. 31.—We met to conclude the 
vear, in fellowship with cur negro congre- 
gation, when we thankfully remembered ail 
the mercy, grace, and favour, which the 
Lord has bestowed on us in the year past, 
and craved His pardon of our manifold sins 
and failings. We felt His peace, and could 
iirmly trust, that He will continue to bless 
us, and to cause His work to fiourish in this 
island also. During the past year 16 have 
been baptized, and 6 admitted to the Lord’s 
Supper. Our congregation, reckoning all 
the new people who constantly attend and 
come to speak with us, consists of 207 per- 
sons.” 

** Carmel, March 15, 1815.—The great 
storm, which weexperienced last summer, 
has most materially affected the condition 
ot the Negroes, by destroying all their pro- 
Vision-grounds. Whenever we e go to visit 
them in their huts, they cry out, § Massa, 
hunger kill we ;’ and indeed they Jook so 
lean and emaciated, that we cannot behold 
them without pity. It will be full two 
months before the plantains and the Indian 
corn become fit to eat. Were it not for our 
colice planters, who, when coffee fell so 


miici in price, planted plen ty of a Certain 
fruit, growing inthe ground, which a Storm 
Cannot Curry away, Lie poor people Would 
absoiuicly be vi danger of starving 

“Nov. Tite specting the mission, 7 
May truly say, that the Lord bicsses oup 
feeble end. avours to make known bis Hane 
amoar ihe beatiicn, Since Baste r last, 4) 
persons have been baptized licre and atthe 
Bogue ; ; and 50 bave become candidates. 
A good number were adimitted to the Lord's 
Supper. Ne W peo] ple fi equentiy apply for 
bar plis™m and chureh-fellowsty p. 

‘s Amoug the new comers was a Negro, 
Who hves 12 nolesivom warmel. He said- 
© Mussa, 1 would bave you lo know, that | 
want to come to you, aud to be baptized, 
Jama Mahometan; and in my country we 
also beheve in Moses. But I think my 
faith isnot the right one. Lwish to come 
to Jesus Christ, [have one wife, and sie 
is of the same mind. We have prayers to. 
gether, and always pray to Jesus Chiist, 
Did we not live so iar oll, we should have 
come bef ‘fore now, aid begged you to bap. 
tize us” ” 

4, Antigua-—A letter from this island, 
dated St. John’s, Dec. 25, 1812, acknovw. 
ledyes the receipt of seven boxes of Bibles 
and Pestaments, irom the British and Fo. 
reign Bible Society. ‘Phe writer adds :— 

* Tosee that worthy and benevoient So- 
ciety extending its gencresity so far, as to 
send such a large quanity of Bibles and 
‘Testaments ior the use of the Negroes in 
this island, is more than we could ever have 
expected We beg them to accept our 
warmest thanks forthe same ; and no doubt, 
the benefit and blessing attending the dis. 
tribution of these precious volumes wiil be 
great. May the Lord himself be their re- 
ward, and “a all those abundantly who 
contribute to support such 2 highiy benei. 
Cial institution. 

“ About a fortnieht aro I visited a male- 
factor in gaol, who was cundemed to be 
hanged, and found a fellow-prisoner with 
him, to whom a testament had been piven, 
reading it to him and others. This was 
made the blessed means of bringiwg the 
i} to true repentance. He cried 
wand died as 3 
he merits of lis 


poor crim 
to the Lord Jesus tor mere 
peu tent sinner, trusting 
Saviour. 

* At another time, ! visited a sick man 
who bad received a Vestament, He sald, 
with a flood of teu: 5, *] have read wi this 


Te stament, ind ae very page of it Tread 
5 ve 
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pie, that he might also find in it chat atone 
mn ent fur sin, by which he may be pardon- 
‘ and justified before God, 

“ Tnternally we have had a very blessed 
vear, and the work of the Lord has in- 
for which we bring our warmest 
inanks and praise to him alone. Mawy, 
who had lived in cold indifference and rene 
astray, for a longer or shorter time, have 
returned as penitent sinners to the good 
who came : to seck aud to save 
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the year, 


} leatac 
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1. [South of France—Rising in favour of Bourbons——Spain—ltaly, 0! 


ie 


<0 se had been detached in the oppo- 


site diection, towards Bourdeaux ; and on 
the 1 th a the took possession of that 
NEDO rtant city, the second in France, not 
oniv without resistance, but apparcntiy to 


niversal toy of 
* «sf c i 
& cat a short ¢ 


civil authorities 


inhabitants. The 

stunce from 

and the 
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they the 
shal was 


vy the 
~ , 


) — 
ivhuda ! 
the 


ereat badly of the population, who displac- 
ed the eastes and other badges of the nre- 
seni usurpacen, and spontaneously and tinte 
versaliy substituted the Bourbon insienmis, 
fiiune tie air with shouts of © Vive Bour- 


rlas ! Vive Louis Dix- 


‘ . ' 
bon! Vivent tes An 


leit This fecliag is asserted to prevail 
it} every part of Beare and Gases ny which 
our troops have yet traversed, The Duke 
VAtroouleme has been received with en- 
tousiasm by all ranks. The same teelins 
is xniso said have manttested iself im the 
rearofihe Alfies in Alsace, Franche Comp. 
te, &c. where Monsieur has cxperenced 
the same eratifying reception. 

In Catalonia, the Baron d’Ereles, having 
eot possession of Sucher’s cipher, seut or- 
Gc sto the CaPrPrisons O1 1, . Mea Vile 

a 1 Mons 1, CO evactiate thes ry| ces; 
and march in the cdirect » of Biartorel 
PheN ere there surrou ded, and foreed to 
Cay Le 

in Itaiv, Murat has commenced often- 
S| oO} tions against Ins former mMasicr. 
Vhe Neapolitan troo ve t a pOssos- 
sionof Home, hor, o and have ; ) 
apive L body of tne Vice ‘5 troops haat 
Reevio, near Parma 

‘bhe onty disastrous enternrize ofa m 


tary und, which we have to record, is an 
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atteinnpt tocartyv bb ae £o0mM GV steriy, 
Which was made by the British troops vu 
Ger Sir ‘thomas Graham, onthe &th ins, 
ond which completely fia Our loss was 
WoPV Ses { ris Oy OU men wei 


b | 27TY ‘ 
rem. i. eS | 


REPS 


in tie hands of the enem) Anexchars 
of these has ce hex AQFCE Pon 

A general expec on tas been ente 
caaned { 4th mest.) that th. Heyouati 
carmed o t Cliat nwerc about to rss 
Inthe stenin f preliminaries of pea 
with Bonap i** ° V i) leve that Str ity 
event would be remarded as a real calamits 
by nine-tenths of tee population,not anty of 
Eneland, but of the Continent. ae thal the 
expectation ot a peace ith Bo arte 
veut edu ie iste t'me nr as se nft Pirie 
Ine hina bresthing time, Curing which he 
ni recover lis streneth for fresh and bet- 
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such a peace to originate in the misguided are alluding, in any other light than as ; the 
Jenity of Austria, it will on'y prove how unfuriing of the royal standard in F; 
short-sighted is her policy; for, doubtiess, Rs singular scene is now acting in Ho} 
she will be the iret victim: of Bonaparte’s ie Prince of Grange has published a ne. 
vengeance. ‘I rest satished fundamental code for the governmen: oe 
with an al peidemenit of power and asacri- that country, which he means to submay 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Aron Junior; CanTaBnriGiensis; J.C.3; THEoGnis;Senex; An UNKNOWN 


rren; A PorErGnNer; Apes; have been received, and are under consideration. 
Patri; A. B.; AMticus;R.S.; ANInquirer; T.S.; A Country VICAR; 
appear, 
e unable to give PriLANriuropistT the information he solicits. 
igedto ALE. lor his communic: ations. 


} 


iate prospect of being able to review a werk menticned by a Con- 


— 


rs wiilreccllect that, in our Number for January, we inserted a letter, signed 

mest for information as to the ground on which it was assertc -d, in 
face to the Report of the Trial of the Lu ddites s at York, that “ religious fanati- 
vw? had raised the evil © to its height ” And this request seemed to be made sim- 
¢, on Peacing the Report om there did not: ippear any evidence to sub- 
Hevwation. We must confess tha , ifnorant as we ourselves were of the 
on the face of the Report, we were far from seeing any 
r improper in the paper of T. His ol ind 

a 


ject, indeed, we are well assured, was 
oly tu aseertain the teuth in a point which, it must be allowed, was of some impor- 


1 ’ ’ r ont;.ne } “ro ot! . rs (t" 4 shiel ] cort: 
We nave thereture veen ere athy surprised at t the Oli nce which the insertio nof 
j ‘ a) j ,rne ‘ , } anet ¢}) » ah}! enr 3 . try Heetine } 4}, 1, + yy ‘ [so 
i ci drat CCAaASIONIEd, wid bile bi aA30NaDI€ eil hnises POS i. OO’ PIS Ve tives 


} - “aera eee 
he most cistant conception 


ir ewn te which it has ates birth, We _ not t 


+ 

ve ave well persuaded scither had the writer, that the inquiry coutd have excited 
jeasure of a single reader of our work. y ‘certainly were not aware, at the 
inserted it, of the interminable and angry discussion to which it was likels to 

- otherwise we shanid, on that cround, have excluded it. All we shall now say 
s, that 59 contradictory, and therefore so perpiexing, are the statements we 
received on the sublect; and so little I:kelv, under all the circumstances of the 

, is the inauiry to lead to anv satisfactory result; that we are disposed to adopt the 

Maton of pursuing it no further. 
assure HT. it is with veal concern that we have been drawn into a controversy 
piimoon the sebrect of Quakerism. Wehad not the shezlhtest intenti nb of pursuing 
jour Keview of the Lite of Penn, until wits un} a of a disposition “ to 
-uad misrepresent” the Quakers made it our duty to do so.—IE. T. bas mistaken 
ct in having recourse to the Journal of sbi Fox for an exposition of Qua- 
iss we referred to it, as being the most authentic exposition of them, ac- 
tered to beso by Qualcers themselves, and (herefore, as we conceived, a fair and 
- — 
: SS wu ctorr rer — \V e nal 


9 agsure H. 'b. that we have no dis 


al (howevei 
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they appear in this work, we entertain a high and sincere respect, At the same time, ys 
cannot help thinking, that this vilence has arsen ciwefiy trom a muscone i aes Of oy» 
Meaning. We never dreamt or ch ary Ne the Author with conduct smiconsisten t With Mos 
rality, ov with a wr/ful deviation from fidelity in delineating the character of the Roman 
Catholic Divines. Nevertheless, being of opinion that he he d su deviated, it be CAME Oup 
duty tu mark ie des lauon, especially at this particular juncture, when it es doubly MWipor. 
tant that the real nature of tue Komau Catuviie Faith should be Geistoud; and that the 
fascinations of the “ Pour to Alet? siould not lead its readers to pcandane the dillerences 
between Popery and Protestantism as trivial ang unesseutial. When we made s Use, there, 
fore, of the terms “fabrication,” © vomance,” Xc. we did rot mean to use the mM in any 
invidious sense, but merely to intimate taat the Author had extubied a view of the Sei). 

timents of the Port-Royalots, wach gare an Unf apd nade jdaic representation (| 
them; a representation, iideed, in some respects, very Cissimilarn—-We have wei shed 

with atrention, and we trust wit candour, the: ai ePUTade nts vad evidence advenced by the 
Author; and the conciusion has been the confirmation, sith one or iwo mocdihcations, ¢ 


Gur critiq’ ie. Our main objections were, fist, that the characicristic features of the 
Por.-Royal Writers were not accurately delineate d 3 secondly, that a zreat many conver. 


sations were given which never passe d, butin the mind of the author. Vhe first objec. 
tion, V whic h was, in other words S, that the Roman Cathole Re lig 31018 had been oe 
t tS tO ANSWEl by 1 TY) roduc) ins =~ » series of passa: eS from De S 


’ 
i 
+ j 
‘ 


anuzed, the Author atiem} 
to shew that his views of the grand Gouctrine of Jusiifecation by kuith were sleds 
sod, aid consisteat with those advanced in the © tink LO Al i.” "Pie passages fion 
De Sacy - not appear to us, however, to bear on the point at issue. ‘They prove onl 
tic pious feeling with w hich Mi. ce Sacy regarded the sacritice of Christ, and that bi 
views of the inestimable bencilts resul ing prom at deeply ieiinenced tis whole religious 


eh . . eres } ever wee ne arr : 
‘ yvstem. They mot prove ili at he e pe heved that $6 we are accounted righieous bef re 
rad 
> 


God, ony for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesu — by faith, ard not for our 
; +} 4 , } { . ~a Fc fy" 
own works or deservings,” and that he did not attach a meritoriwus efficacy to eon 
works, a3 unitine wil the merits of Chivist to justify mad penitent, This doctrine isa cis- 
¥.999 


- . . ° . . . "Ee. e - ‘ 
tinguishing badge of genuine Protestantism, and it zs the Divinity of the “Tour to Ale’ 


but itis sot the Divinity of the Port-Royal School, as we could easily prove by numercus 


extracts. We will content ourselves with referri iz to the celebrated Nicole, to when 
wie Author hiimsely e€ Spe cally rejers on the subrect * eustif oC ation. We beg rhim, there 
foee, to turn to the following passages, viz, vol. “IL. 2 68 = VI. p. 265. vol. V 11. pp. 
143, 295, and 207. The edition before us ts that of is Ha in lémo. 1700. Those who 
possess LanceloU’s Memoirs of Si. Cyran, may find additional 1 hight thrown on this sub- 
ect, by consulting vol. 1. pp. 456 by £00, wage 470.— ihe Author has st mcoreted in shewing 


chat the words pat into the nail of the Bishop of Alet, relative to the Holy Scriptures, 
and which we censured, are sanctioned by M. l es Sacy 2 al 1d we een 2 pleasure nh admit: 
ting this to be the case. Atthe same tune we are still of the « minion that these words 
ave not consonant to the general spirit of the Port-Royal Wriers.—The only defence 
attempted relative tothe Author’s representation of MM. de St. Cyran’s sentiments re 
yecting absolution, is the production of the testimony of his enemies. ‘This, howew 

can hard! vy be considered as suificient.—W ith respect to our second main objection ; ha 
the principal portion uf the conversations, alleged to have joie ete en the Bishep of 
yrs. and others, was not to be traced in the neti, ah al; we really cannot perceive that it 
was overstated, Lancelot’s Narrative contains sketches of the conversations which ae- 
taaily did take place during his visit to Alet. To these, the conversations given by the 
Author bear but little re sem} ance. Phey not only differ in the materials of them, 
bit we regard them as not strictly characteristic. This difference we could not but con- 
sider as at variance with the Author’s promisein the preface, of “the moot strict fidelity 
yn point of fact.’ At the same time, in saying, tliat, in our view. this promise had not 
been adhered te, we were far from wishing to convey the impression that the Gestation 


~~ 


had been desirned.—We pass over many other points of inferior Momeni, reserving, 
however, to ourselves the right of future re should that be necessary. In the 


mean tine , we assure the Auihor, that we feel no di sPesition, either to resent or to retort 
the severity of his cnimadversions, rhe only pain they occasion, arses s from regret that 
any l-wetehed expressions of ours should have provoked them.—Beiore we conclu 


, 


we deem it due to the Author to re- state, that the work he has produced is beth able 


r 
i 


‘ 


and interesting; and is distinguished no less by the pious sentiments which it breathes 


fthe ist views of Chrisuan doctrine which it ih somal than by the beauty of m: 
t of its deseriptions. We stillthink, however, that he has not exhibnued a faithful pectin ale 


i 


tureor the doctrinal opnmitons of the Port-Revat School; and that he has, in some I" 

s'ances, and particularly in the construction of lits conversations, excecded the license 

elimed in his preface. But we diselaim the remotest idea of attributing these ble- 

tnishes to causes whieh in any decree afeet the moral renutation ef the Author, and Ww 

do mest sincerely lament that the siivitest mein ‘Sued have been afforded fur suc! 
sd . = 


pre 
tio! 
we 
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